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PART IIL.——FROM THE YEAR 


As soon as Mr. Thomas arrived in 
London he began to urge upon the 
attention of those ministers of the bap- 
tist denomination whom he regarded 
as the most influential, the spiritual 
misery of Bengal. He had, while labour- 
ing at Malda, frequently written to his 
pastor, Dr. Stennett, to Mr. Ryland of 
Northampton, and to others, giving 
“some account of his conferences with 
the natives ;” but he now endeavoured 
to raise a sufficient sum of money to 
meet the expense of his voyage to Cal- 
cutta in company with some like-minded 
Christian whom he might find willing 
to devote himself to the mission, and 
to support both in India for a season, 
until they should be able to maintain 
themselves there. With this purpose 
he called upon the venerable Abraham 
Booth, pastor of the baptist church in 
Little Prescot Street, and besought his 
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assistance. In Philip’s ‘“‘ Life and Times 
of John Campbell of Kingsland chapel,” 
it is said, that that very interesting and 
energetic man was the means of satisfy- 
ing Mr. Booth of the truth of Mr. 
Thomas’s representations. He was, it 
is said, accustomed to relate how he 
called upon ‘Mr. Booth when he “was 
at a loss what to think of Dr. Thomas’s 
claims, and hesitating as to his own 
duty, because he did not exactly know 
what weight to attach to the testi- 
monials of a stranger ; but Mr. Campbell 
he knew well, and therefore reckoned it 
providential that he came in ‘just at 
the nick of time,’ to authenticate the 
testimonials.” This Mr. Campbell could 
certainly do, for he had previously 
heard much of Mr. Thomas and his 
doings “ by letters sent from Malda to 
one of the Scotch bishops, who had ‘an 


enthusiastic friend, that was always 
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pestering him about the success of the 
gospel in Bengal, and with questions 
about religion at home.’* ‘The bishop,’ 
adds Mr. Campbell, ‘knew little of the 
religion which the Bible contains. I 
answered his friend’s questions as well 
as I could.’” But we are not disposed 
to attribute quite as much importance 
to Mr. Campbell’s influence in this 
matter as he himself ascribed to it. 
Mr. Thomas was far from being such a 
stranger to Mr. Booth as he supposed 
him. He appears to have been person- 
ally acquainted with him before his 
second voyage in the Lal of Oxford, 
and, when at Malda, he wrote to him 
repeatedly, as we know from the testi- 
mony of Dr. Ryland and others. There 
is reason to think, also, that the letter 
signed by Parbati and Ram Basu, from 
which an extract was made in our first 
paper, and which contained an account 
-of Mr. Thomas’s labours among the 
Hindus and an appeal that his hands 
might be strengthened, was addressed 
to Mr. Booth. It is, nevertheless, very 


* The Missionary Magazine, for March, 1797, con- 
tains a letter which may have been written by this 
friend of the gospel at Malda; though, apparently, 
not to the Scotch bishop spoken of above. It is 
dated M{alda], 30th November, 1787. We quote 
from it a few passages, because they tell us some- 
thing of Mr. Thomas. The writer says, “Our 
society here at M[falda] underwent a great change 
about the beginning of the year, Mr. G[rant] and 
his family then removed from us to Caleutta; and 
he was succeeded by a gentleman, who has been in 
the family seven or eight years, and who being like 
My. G[rant], a well wisher to religion, the alteration 
has caused but little difference in our way of living. 
-God has, since that time, been pleased to add 
another man, Dr. Th[omals, to our little family, and 
every one of us has great reason for thankfulness for 
such a gracious providence. He was surgeon of the 
Oxford, Indiaman, but a desire of becoming service- 
able to the souls of the heathen here, induced him 
to leave his post on board of ship, and remain in 
the country. .He has been blessed with great 
gifts for preaching and praying, and gives us a 
regular discourse, extempore, twice every Sunday, 
and short exhortations frequently on other occa- 
sions, He is now busy learning the Bengal language, 
and being of a conciliating temper, he may very pro- 
bably, through the blessing of God, become seryice- 
able to the natives as well as to us.” 
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likely that when Mr. Thomas’s com- 
munications took the shape of solicit- 
ing Mr. Booth’s aid in obtaining money 
and an associate for carrying on the 
mission in Bengal, the latter may pru- 
dently have demanded some confirma- 
tion of his statements, and have wel- 
comed as singularly seasonable, the 
information Mr. Campbell was able to 
supply. 

But we must now for a few minutes 
glance at another attempt which was 
being made for the salvation of the 
heathen. We will extract from Rip- 
pon’s Baptist Register, the Periodical 
Accounts, &c., a few brief statements 
in reference to this, omitting such par- 
ticulars as are not of special interest in 
relation to our present design. These 
records state that :— 

“In the year 1791, at a ministers’ 
meeting at Clipstone, in Northampton- 
shire, after two discourses had been 
preached by brother Sutcliff and brother 
Fuller, on Jealousy for the Lord of 
Hosts, and the Pernicious Influence of 
Delay ; a query was proposed by brother 
Carey, If it were not practicable, and 
our bounden duty to attempt something 
toward spreading the gospel in the 
heathen world? Ag the public service 
had been attended with more than 
ordinary solemnity, so this consultation 
was managed with a good degree of 
serious and earnest concern to exert 
ourselves for the kingdom of our Lord. 
But the principal thing then agreed 
upon, was, to desire brother Carey, 
upon whose mind the subject had been 
laid with peculiar weight for a con- 
siderable time to draw up his thoughts 
concerning it, and publish them. ... . 
Some months after, brother Carey 
printed his pamphlet, entitled, An 
Enquiry into the Obligations of Chris- 
tians to use means for the conversion 
of the Heathen,” &e. 

“ At the next annual meeting of the 
association at Nottingham, May 3lst, 
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1792, brother Carey preached from 
Isaiah liv. 2, ‘Enlarge the place of thy 
tent, and let them stretch forth the 
curtains of thine habitations: spare 
not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen 
thy stakes; for thou shalt break forth 
on the right hand and on the left,’ &c. 
Having observed in his introduction, 
that the church was here addressed as 
a desolate widow, dwelling in a little 
cottage by herself; that the command 
to enlarge her tent contained an intima- 
tion that there should be an enlarge- 
ment in her family ; and that, to account 
for so unexpected a change, she was 
told, that ‘her Maker was her husband,’ 
who should be ‘called the God of the 
whole earth ;’ he took up what he con- 
ceived to be the spirit of the passage in 
two exhortations, viz. Expect great 
things, Attempt great things. The 
effect of this discourse was considerable. 
After public worship, the subject was 
revived, and a resolution made :—That 
a plan be prepared against the next 
ministers’ meeting at Kettering, for 
forming a baptist society for propa- 
gating the gospel among the heathen ; 
and brother Carey generously engaged, 
that whatever profits might arise from 
his late publication, should be devoted 
to the use of such a society. Accord- 
ingly at the ministers’ meeting at 
Kettering, October 2nd, 1792, after 
the public services of the day were over, 
the ministers retired to consult farther 
on the subject, and to lay at least a 
foundation for a society ;* when the 
following resolutions were proposed and 
unanimously agreed to :— 

“1, Desirous of making an effort for 
the propagation of the gospel antongst 


* Their meeting was held “in Mrs. Beeby Wallis’s 
back parlour.” This lady was the widow of a highly 
valued deacon in Mr. Fuller’s church. From a 
letter written by her pastor to Dr. Carey, after her 
death, we extract the following account of her :— 
“Her heart has from the beginning been much set 
upon the mission, The mention of the society 
being formed in the little parlour of her former 
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the heathen, agreeably to what is re- 
commended in brother Carey’s late 
publication on that subject, we, whose 
names appear in the subsequent sub- 
scription, do solemnly agree to act in 
society together for that purpose. 

“2. As in the present divided state 
of Christendom, it seems that each 
denomination, by exerting itself sepa- 
rately, is most likely to accomplish the 
great ends of a mission, it is agreed, that 
this society be called, The Particular 
Baptist Society for propagating the 
Gospel amongst the Heathen. 

“3, As such an undertaking must 
needs be attended with expense, we 
agree immediately to open a subserip- 
tion for the above purpose, and to re- 
commend it to others. 

“4, Every person who shall subscribe 
ten pounds at once, or ten shillings and 
sixpence annually, shall be considered 
as a member of the society. 

“5, That the Rev. Messrs: John 
Ryland, Reynold Hogg, William Carey, 
John Suitcliff, and Andrew Fuller, be 
appointed a committee, three of whom 
shall be empowered to act in carrying 
into effect the purposes of the society. 

“6, That the Rev. Reynold Hogg be 
appointed treasurer, and Rev. Andrew 
Fuller secretary. 

“7, That the subscriptions be paid in 
at the Northampton ministers’ meeting, 
Oct. 31, 1792; at which time the sub- 
ject shall be considered more particularly, 
by the committee and other subscribers 
who may be present. 

“Sioned, John Ryland, Reynold 
Hogg, John Sutcliff, A. Fuller, Abraham 
Greenwood, Edward Sharman, Joshua 
Burton, Samuel Pearce, Thomas Blun- 
dell, William Heighton, John Eayres, 


SSS SSeS 
habitation, always made her eyes glisten with de- 
light. She considered it as a high honour for so 
important an’ undertaking to have been determined 
upon under her roof, To her annual subscription of 
two guineas she has for many years added ten pounds 
for the translations.’ See the Baptist Magazine 
for 1812, p, 517. 
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Joseph Timms ; whose subscriptions in 
all amount to £13 2s. 6d.” 

Such was the foundation of the’ Bap- 
tist Missionary Society. We will not 
trespass on the reader’s patience by 
extracting so much at length from the 
succeeding records. At the “second 
meeting of the primary society, at 
Northampton, October 31st, 1792,” 
Fuller and Carey were not able to at- 
tend, but they sent letters announcing 
the donations and subscriptions of a 
few friends they had interested in their 
project. Mr. Pearce brought with him 
“the surprising sum of £70,” spon- 
taneously contributed by his friends at 


Birmingham ; and four other subscribers | 
|at Kettering meeting, but forgot the 


gave in their names at the meeting. 
On the “third meeting of the primary 
society, at Northampton, November 
13, 1792,” “after spending time in 
prayer, consultation,” &c., farther 
measures for strengthening the society, 
and for gaining more subscribers were 
adopted, and the following articles 
noted for examination and discussion 
“in the most diligent and impartial 
manner.” 

“What qualifications are especially 
requisite in missionaries? What per- 
sons are known, or supposed to be, 
both suitable and willing to be em- 
ployed in this business? What advice 
should be given the missionaries, or 
what regulations adopted concerning 
them)?—Also, In what parts of the 
heathen world do there seem to be the 
‘most promising openings? What in- 


formation on this head may be obtained | 


from any late books of travels, or from 
Christian merchants, or from such per- 
sons as would at least favour the design 
of converting the heathen ?” 

It will be seen from the above that 
up to this period in the society’s history 
no definite views of the field of labour 
to be chosen had been attained. Mr. 
Carey appears to have turned his 
thoughts to the islands in the South 


‘at Kettering, 
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Seas, especially Otaheite, and Mr. 
Pearce had read an account of the 
Pellew islands, and was inclined to pro- 
pose them for the object of their first 
attempt. Still the committee were at a 
loss where to begin their operations, 
and hence adopted the inquiries we 
have reprinted above.* 

Carey was prevented from attending 
this meeting at Northampton ; but he 
sent a letter to it, which in a very re-~ 
markable manner directed his brethren 
to the facts they were anxious to obtain. 
He wrote as follows :— 

“T have just received a letter from 
Mr. Thomas, the Bengal missionary, 
who informs me, that he intended being 


time when it was to be. He tells me, 
that he is trying to establish a fund in 
London, for a mission to Bengal; he 
ardently desires a companion, and in- 
quires about the result of our meeting 
The reason for my 
writing is a thought, that his fund for 
Bengal may interfere with our larger 
plan; and whether it would not be 
worthy of the society, to try to make 
that and ours unite into one fund for 
the purpose of sending the gospel to the 
heathen indefinitely, 
“Yours, &c. 
SWS Cas 

“After reading this letter,’ the 
minutes say, “the committee agreed to 
make inquiry about Mr. Thomas, as to 
his character, his principles, his abilities, 
and his success among the Hindus ; and 
as the secretary [Mr. Fuller] was going 


* Jn order to illustrate this most interesting fact 
more fully, we extract a few sentences from the 
Northampton Circular Letter for 1793, “On en- 
couraging the mission.” ‘‘ Before Zion travailed she 
brought forth. Before our society was formed, one 
of our brethren was employed, unknown to us, in 
the good work, and some seals had been granted to 
his ministry. The Hindus had written for mission- 
aries, while we were forming our plan, and their 
answer to our inquiry was at hand, while we were 
asking, Whither shall we first send forth in the 
name of the Lord of Hosts?", 
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to London, the inquiries on these sub- 
jects were committed to him.” 

That knowledge of the infant Baptist 
Missionary Society which led Mr. Thomas 
to write to Mr. Carey as stated above, 
was no doubt gained from Mr. Booth, 
and Mr. Fuller on his arrival in London 
sought for the information he was de- 
puted to obtain, through that venerable 
minister of the gospel. The results of 
these inquiries proved satisfactory, and 
on the 9th and 10th of January, 1793, 
committee meetings were held at North- 
ampton and Kettering. “We met,” 
says Mr. Fuller, “in the morning for 
prayer, and read over all Mr. Thomas’s 
letters to Mr. Booth ; by which we had 
a perfect idea of the man and his com- 
munications. 
solved, (not expecting him to come,) 
‘That, from all we could learn, it ap- 
peared to us, that a door was open in 
India, for preaching the gospel to the 
heathen :—That if an union with Mr. 
Thomas were practicable, it was to be 


desired :—That the secretary write to [ 


Mr. Thomas immediately, and inquire, 


Towards night, we re-| 


whether he be willing to unite with the | 


society, &c.—That, if Mr. Thomas con- 


cur with this proposal, the society will | 
endeayour to procure him an assistant, 


to go out with him in the spring, &c. 
After the prayer-meeting, Carey preached 
from ‘ Behold, I come quickly, and my 
reward is with me.’ In the evening 
Mr. Thomas arrived, accepted the in- 
vitation of the committee, and gave us 
all the information he could. He 
thinks, after missionaries have been 
there a while, they may maintain them- 
selves; but this could not be at first. 
Brother Carey then voluntarily offered 
to go with him, if agreeable to the 
committee ; which greatly rejoiced the 
heart of Thomas. You see, things of 
great consequence are in train. My 
heart fears, while it is enlarged.” A 
full and circumstantial account of the 
events of that important day would 
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now be most interesting. Mr. Morris 
says that “it was late in the evening, 
while they were in full deliberation ” 
that Mr. Thomas’s “arrival was an- 
nounced. Impatient to behold his 
colleague, he entered the room in kaste, 
and Mr. Carey rising from his seat, 
they fell on each other’s neck and 
wept.’ Mr. Thomas appears to have 
made every revelation in regard to him- 
self which the most ingenuous candour 
could suggest. His disagreement with 
Mr. Grant and the correspondence which 
passed on the subject met with no con- 
cealment. He informed the committee 
also that he was in debt. He had, it 
appears, sent home from India “ muslins, 
camphor, &c., to the amount of 18,000 
rupees, which sold, when the market 
was very low, for little more than 
£1,100.” This had been distributed 
among his creditors as far as it would 
go, but that was about £500 short of 
their demand. ‘This fact was dis- 
couraging to the committee, but Mr. 
Thomas’s character was so transparent, 
and his integrity so manifest, that they 
did not hesitate to connect themselves 
with him. 

And now all was busy preparation 
for the great enterprise. The money 
required for the outfit and the voyage 
of the two missionaries was far in ex- 
cess of the funds in hand. Only about 
£130 had yet been subscribed. Mr. 
Thomas hoped to be able to collect 
about £100 more among his connec- 
tions, and he was urged to do all he 
could to increase the society’s resources. 
This he readily undertook; but an 
injury he had suffered in his foot pre- 
vented him from doing all he wished. 
A few anecdotes relating to his efforts 
in collecting money will suffice to show 
how efficient they were.* At Worces- 
ter, he writes, that on his arrival, he 


* These anecdotes are taken from Cox’s History 
of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
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had poor encouragement; but there 
was speedily a change. After a coliec- 
tion, “one poor woman, who had put 
five shillings into the plate in the even- 
ing came next morning, with tears in 
her eyes and blessings in her mouth, 
and willingly gave 16s. 6d. more. I 
asked her name, but she would not 
have it used; ‘But set me down as 
Worthless dust and ashes;’ which I 
did.” “After getting wet through, in 
a journey from Horsley to Bath, where 
he arrived at a very late hour, he 
preached the next morning; but as 
they had made it a rule not to have 
more than one or two cases in a year, 
and no collections, ‘I thought,’ observes 
he, ‘that I should have nothing there ; 
“but some woman, after hearing the 
case, sent ina penny. I thanked them, 
and said that I should set down—Bath, 
one penny! On farther thinking of 
it, the emergency of the case, &e., they 


agreed ‘to a collection; and, at my | 
brother’s table, there was a plate handed | 


round, and £7 7s. collected ; which, to- 
gether with what was collected at the 
doors amounted in all to £22 6s. 8id. 
The time rapidly approached for the 
departure of the missionaries, and the 
requisite preparations weremade. Mrs. 
Carey ‘refused to accompany her hus- 


band, and he resolved to proceed to | 


India with his son Felix alone. Mrs. 
Thomas consented to go, with her 
daughter. Goods, which were to be 
sold on their arrival in India, and the 
proceeds of which were to furnish them 
with the means of life for the first year, 
were purchased, and all that could be 
done to make ready for the voyage 
was attended to. <A. solemn service 
was held at Leicester, on the 20th of 
March. ‘The forenoon was devoted to 
prayer. In the afternoon Mr. Thomas 
preached from Psalm xvi. 4, and a 
public collection was made for the 
mission. In the evening Mr. Hogg 
delivered a suitable address from Acts 
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xxi. 14, and after him Mr. Fuller ad- 
dressed the missionaries from John 
xx. 21. This service was peculiarly 
affecting. After public worship, a let- 
ter was drawn up, addressed to the 
Hindu Christians in India, to whose 
conversion Mr. Thomas was thought to 
have been already instrumental, and it 
was signed by the committee and 
other brethren present. 

But when all this was done, the great 
difficulty of obtaining a passage to 
India and permission to dwell there as 
missionaries, remained; and this was 
a difficulty the full force of which it is 
not easy now to estimate.* Mr. Pearce 
of Birmingham accompanied the ad- 
venturous missionaries to London, and 
he made inquiries whether it would be 
prudent to apply for the leave of the 
Directors of the East India Company. 
Carey and Thomas also waited on the 
Rev. T. Scott, so well known as a com- 
mentator on the scriptures, to desire 
him to use his influence with Charles 
Grant, Esq., to procure them license to 
go as missionaries in the Company’s 
ships. Mr. Scott says, “ My little in- 
fluence was of no avail. What I said 
of Mr. Carey, so far satistied Mr. Grant, 
that he said, if Mr. Carey was going 
alone, or with one equally to be de- 


* If the reader will study the following extract 
from the statutes [then in force, he will see the 
nature of this difficulty, 

33 Geo.-iii. ¢. 52, § 132. “Be it further enacted, 
That if any subject or subjects of hig Majesty, &e., 
not being lawfully licensed or authorized, shall at 
any time or times, &c. directly or indirectly, go, sail, 
or repair to, or be found in the East Indies, or any 
of the parts foresaid, all and every such person and 
persons are hereby declared to be guilty of a high 


| crime and misdemeanour ; and being convicted there- 


of, shall be liable to such fine or imprisonment, or 
both fine and imprisonment, as the court in which 
such person or persons shall be conyicted, shall 
think fit.” 

In December, 1796, an attempt was made by the 
late Robert Haldane, Esq. and others to obtain per- 
mission from the Court of Directors to proceed to 
Bengal as missionaries ; but the application, though 


strongly and repeatedly urged, was absolutely re- 
jected. 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. JOHN THOMAS. 


pended on along with him, he would 
not oppose him; but his ,strong disap- 
probation of Mr. Thomas, on what 
- ground I knew not, induced his nega- 
tive.’* Thus the very man who was 
the means of first turning Mr. Thomas’s 
attention to the work was now his 
opponent in his efforts to carry it on. 
Finding thus that an application to the 
Court of Directors would meet with a 
positive refusal, the missionaries and 
Mr, Pearce judged it more prudent to 
take .a passage if possible “ without 
leave and without prohibition.’ The 
captain of the Harl of Ozford in which 
Mr. Thomas had twice sailed to India 
as surgeon, offered to take them out 
without leave, and, “conscious that 
they meant no ill to any one, and were 
aiming to discharge a most important 
duty,” the plan was agreed to. Their 
passage being thus taken, they pro- 
ceeded to Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, to 
be ready for embarkation. 


* The high reputation of Mr. Grant will, no 
doubt, lead many to think that his conduct was 
right, and that Mr. Thomas was deserving of the 
treatment he received from him. But we should 
beware how we give to any man,—however lavish in 
benevolent expenditure or exalted in social posi- 
tion,—a monopoly of our approbation. Let us hear 
Carey’s honest opinion of this difference and of Mr. 
Grant’s conduct in it ; and that, not when astranger 
to the cizcumstances, but after three years’ com- 
panionship with Mr. Thomas,—after suffering as we 
shall see, more severely from his constitutional de- 
fects than any one besides appears to have done,— 
and after much intimacy with Mr. Udney and other 
Indian friends of Mr. Grant. He writes, June 17th, 
1796. ‘Mr. G[rant]’s opposition to the work I 
think abominable: if any one wounds Mr. Thomas 
he wounds me; and when this man answers every 
inquiry with ‘I could say—but ’—or, ‘I say nothing 
about Mr. T., because I shall be thought prejudiced ;’ 
this is wounding his character deeper by a half 
silence, than he could possibly do by the most direct 
aceusation. The fact is this, as can be proved by a 
long correspondence between him and Mr. T., now in 
preservation, that Mr. T. left a much more lucrative 
employment, and the society of his family, at Mr. 
G.’s desire, to preach the gospel among the natives ; 
who afterwards, because he would not conform to 
his peremptory dictates, in matters which he could 
not conscientiously do, cut off all his supplies, and 
left him to shift for himself in a foreign land, and is 
now, by inuendoes, ruining his character, &c.” 
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During all this business’ of prepara- 
tion, Mr. Thomas had peculiar trials 
and anxieties to endure. His debts 
were a source of perpetual disquietude. 
His creditors urged payment ; and his 
case was aggravated by the fact that he 
had' proposed a compromise, the terms 
of which he was afterwards unable to 
fulfil. This sad circumstance, with his 
intended voyage to India, naturally 
enough led them to suspect his in- 
tegrity, and they pursued him. He 
avoided them ; but preached in public 
as often as he was asked, with boldness. 
“Every day,” he writes, “I had fears 
without that I should be arrested, and 
hopes within that I should escape.” 
And escape, he did; though very nar- 
rowly. When waiting at the Isle of 
Wight one of his creditors came to his 
lodging “with a writ and bailiff ;”’ but 
Mr. Thomas had just left the place for 
London ; and the creditor after threat- 
ening pursuit, abandoned his inténtions 
and permitted him to escape. We ex- 
tract these notices of Mr. Thomas’s 
embarrassments with pain. No doubt 
he was greatly to be blamed for having 
incurred the debts which now embit- 
tered his sojourn in his native land— 
yet that his intentions were honest, we 
cannot entertain the slightest doubt. 
He intended to pay every one his due, 
and probably imagined that when in 
India some method of honourably set- 
tling his affairs would open up to him. 

Another trial wasat hand. The ship 
had arrived and the missionaries had 
joyfully embarked, and sailed off to the 
Motherbank: but here the vessel was 
delayed. At length, when in expecta- 
tion of sailing within four days, the 
captain of the Oxford received an ano- 
nymous letter from the India House, 
saying that a person was going out in 
his ship without the Company’s leave, 
and that information would be lodged 
against him if this person proceeded 
on the voyage. Thus threatened, the 
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captain refused to take either Thomas 
or Carey; concluding that one of them 
must be intended by the unknown 
writer. Their distress was great. Mr. 
Thomas went to London to search for 
the author of the letter, in hopes of 
convincing the captain that neither 
Mr. Carey nor himself was meant. 
His search was vain, and he returned 
to Portsmouth, where he met Mr. 
Carey in tears telling him that the cap- 
tain had positively determined not to 
take either of them. Mrs. Thomas* 
and her daughter, and Mr. and Miss 
Powell, who were cousins to Mr. 
Thomas, were permitted to proceed ; 


and they resolved to do 80, in hopes | 


that the rest would find means to 
follow. The order to disembark was a 
heavy blow to the missionaries and 
to their friends. A letter was imme- 
diately sent by Carey to Fuller, and 
and the latter sent on the sad tidings 
to Ryland, with a note full of distress : 
We are all undone—I am grieved, yet 
perhaps ’tis best—Thomas’s debts and 
embranglements damped my pleasure 
before—Perhaps “tis best he should not 
go. Iam afraid leave will never be 
obtained now for Carey, or any other.” 
In obedience to the captain’s order, Mr. 
Carey got all his baggage out of the Ox- 
ford, and shortly after they saw the ship 
get under weigh and sail off; while they, 
leaving their baggage at Portsmouth, 
returned to London. We must now 
permit Mr. Thomas to narrate the se- 
- quel. (He says, “ Carey was for asking 
leave of the Company now; but they 
had just set their wicked faces against 


* Of Mrs. Thomas, Carey wrote to his wife from 
Ryde, as follows :—“ You want to know what Mrs. 
Thomas thinks and how she likes the voyage. She 
is a yery delicate woman, weak and very nervous, 
brought up very genteel, and cousin to Squire Thursby 
of Abingdon near Northampton; I believe a good 
woman. She goes in good spirits, and the sea agrees 
with her very well, She sends her love to you,” &c 
See the entire letter, Calcutta [Missionary Herald, 
yol. vii. p. 93, 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. JOHN THOMAS. 


a mission to the East Indies, by sending 
some of their ablest advocates for total 
darkness to plead against all mission~ 
aries in the Commons of Great ‘Britain. 
While Carey wrote to his wife, I would 
go to a coffee-house with eager desire 
to know whether any Swedish or Danish 
ship was expected to sail from Europe 
to Bengal, or any part of the Hast 
Indies this season; when, to the great 
joy of a bruised heart, the waiter put 
a card into my hand, whereon were 
written these life-giving words: ‘A 
Danish East Indiaman, No. 10, Cannon 
Street. No more tears that night. 
Our courage revived: we fled to No. 
10, Cannon Street, and found it was 
the office of Smith and Co., agents; that 
Mr. Smith was a brother of the cap- 
tain’s, and lived in Gower Street ; that 
this ship had sailed, as he supposed, 
from Copenhagen; was hourly expected 
in Dover roads; would make no stay 
there ; and the terms were £100 fora 
passenger, £50 for a child, £25 for an 
attendant. We went away wishing for 
money. Carey had £150 returned from 
the Oxford : this was not half sufficient 
for all, and we were not willing to part. 
Besides, our baggage was still at Ports- 
mouth ; and Carey had written to Mrs. 
Carey that he was coming to see her; 
and also he entertained some faint 
hopes that she might now join us, if 
she could be so persuaded, for she had 
lain in only three weeks: but the 
shortest way of accomplishing all this 
would take up so much time, that we 
feared we should be too late for the 
ship. That night, therefore, we set off, 
and breakfasted with Mrs. Carey the: 
next morning [at Piddington in North- 
amptonshire]. She refused to go with 
us; which gave Mr. Carey much grief. 


I reasoned with her a long time to no 
purpose. I had entreated the Lord in 
prayer to make known his will, and 
not to suffer either of us to fight 
against him, by persuading her to go 
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on the one hand, or stay on the other. 
This expression moved her, but her 
determination not to go was apparently 
fixed. We now set off to Mr. Ryland, 
of Northampton, to ask for money ; 
and, on our way thither, I found Mr. 
Carey’s hope of his wife all gone. I 
proposed to go back once more; but he 
overruled it, saying it was of no use. 
At last I said, ‘I will go back’—‘ Well, 
do as you think proper,’ said he, ‘ but 
I think we are losing time.’ I went 
back, and told Mrs. Carey her going 
out with us was a matter of such im- 
portance, I could not leave her so—her 
family would be dispersed and divided 
for ever—she would repent of it as long 
as she lived. As she tells me since, this 
last saying, frequently repeated, had 
such an effect upon her, that she was 
afraid to stay at home ; and afterward, 
in a few minutes, determined to go, 
trusting in the Lord; but this should 
be on condition of her sister going with 
her. This was agreed to. We now set 
off for Northampton like two different 


men: our steps so much quicker, our | 
| to go. 


hearts so much lighter. 

“The counting of the cost, however, 
was still enough to damp all our hopes. 
No less than eight persons’ passage to 
be paid for, besides the necessaries to | 
be bought for fitting all out for so long 
a voyage, would require £700 at least ! 


Mr. Ryland gave us to understand, | 


that there was not so much in hand by 
far :* but what there was he was heart- 
willing should go, and faith gave credit 
for the rest. So within the space of 
twenty-four hours, the whole family 
packed up, and left all, and were in 
two post-chaises on their way to Lon- 


don, where we were authorised to) 


take up money if we could. Dear Mr. 
Booth, Thomas, and Rippon helped us 
with their whole might, while I went 


* In Dr. Ryland’s account of the transaction he 
states that he had in hand only about £9 belonging 
to the mission, and between £4 and £5 of his own. } 
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to bargain with the captain’s agent. 


T rejoiced to hear him say that the ship 
was not arrived. I told him that, in 
hopes of being time enough, I had been 
down to Northampton, and brought 
up a large family to go in the ship. 
He was struck with the despatch that 
had been made; and I continued to 
say that their finances were slender 
and expenses very great; that the 
terms I had to offer him were these: 
that two people should be at the cap- 
tain’s table only (Mr. and Mrs. C.); 
that two cabins only would be required ; 
and two persons (Mrs. C.’s sister and 
myself) would go as attendants, and 
receive their dinner with the servants, 
or any way whatever, that would be 
convenient to the captain; that for 
these accommodations I had three 
hundred guineas to offer him. I was 
moved with wonder, to see the hand of 
God on this occasion, in his accepting 
these terms, the lowest, I suppose, that 
ever were heard of. He said what 
wrought the most with him, was such 
a large family being actually advanced 


“Within twenty-four hours after our 
arrival in London, Mr. Carey and his 
family embarked for Dover, to catch 
the ship in passing, while T set off for 
Portsmouth to fetch the baggage. It 
would be too late if I brought it by 
land ; and it was so dangerous to go by 
water that the boatmen refused large 
sums, saying the channel was full of 
privateers from France, which came 
hovering close on our coasts. At last, 
one man undertook to go in an open 
boat for twenty guineas. ‘Terrified as 
TI was lest the ship should pass by, yet 
I refused to give this sum ; and I spent 
two whole days in searching for a 
man, till a fisherman took me for nine 
guineas. In twenty-four hours more | 
arrived at Dover, having run through 
all the privateers in the dark, if there 
were any, and met my brother Carey 
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with great gladness of heart, and with- 
out any other evil occurrent, embarked 
on board the Avon Princessa Maria 
There, indeed, we could not expect the 
the captain to treat us all as passengers, 
or to be very well pleased with such | 
a crowd of people and such a little 
money. But who can cease wondering, 
or praising, to find the captain gladly 
receive us all with the greatest tender- 
ness and concern, admitting us all to 
his table and furnishing us with hand- 
some cabins ?” 


aeeeee 


Such is the spirited narrative of the 
embarkation Mr. Thomas sent to the 
Secretary of the Society nearly a year 
after the remarkable achievement took 


THE WORD EVANGELIST. 


place. No such account could be writ- 
ten at the time; for delay was out of the 
question then. ‘The following bulletin, 
written in joyful haste, was however 
sent, and it conveyed a most satisfactory 
assurance that prayer had been ac- 
cepted, and that all was at length well. 
One cf the missionaries,—most proba- 
bly Thomas,—wrote to a minister in 
London, at 3 o’clock in the morning of 
their departure (June 10, 1793),—“ The 
ship is come—the signal made—the 
guns are fired—and we are going with 
a fine fair wind. Farewell, my dear 
brethren and sisters, farewell. May the 
God of Jacob be ours and yours, by 
sea and land, for time and eternity ! 
most affectionately, adieu !” 


TRANSFERRED WORDS IN THE COMMON ENGLISH TESTAMENT. 


NO. XII.—EVANGELIST. 


Tur word BiayyeAusrne which occurs | 
thrice in the New Testament is never | 
translated. The instances are these :— 


Acts xxi, 8..."......2he house of Philip the | 


evangelist, 


Ephes. iv. 11 Some prophets, and some 
evangelists, 


Do the work of an evangelist, 


see ee 


Pad Neto ae eneee 


An evangelist is one who evangelizes ; 
in other words, one who announces good 
tidings. The intelligence respecting 
Christ being in the estimation of the 
first believers ¢he good tidings, emphati- 
cally, one who was accustomed to pub- 
lish this was naturally called an evan- 
gelist. It wasa symptom of a degenerate 


state of things when this epithet was 
appropriated to those who sustained an 
ecclesiastical office. Speaking of the 
age which immediately followed that of 
the apostles, Eusebius himself says, 
“Most of the disciples at that time, 


animated, with ardent love of the divine 


word, first fulfilled the Saviour’s precept 
by distributing their substance to the 
needy, then leaving their country per- 
formed the office of evangelists to those 
who had not yet heard the faith, whilst 
with a noble ambition to proclaim 


| Christ, they also delivered to them the 
| books of the holy gospels. 


After laying 
the foundation of the faith in foreign 
parts, as the particular object of their 
mission, and after appointing others as 
shepherds of the flocks, and committing 
to these the care of those who had been 
recently introduced, they went again to 
other regions and nations, with the 
grace and co-operation of God.”—All 
Christian travellers are or ought to be 
evangelists; but the title may he 
specially applied to those who devote 
themselves to the work of making known 
the gospel. 

Neander, in his History of the Plant- 
ing and Training of the Christian 
Church, justly observes, “This name 


REJECTION OF CHRIST IN 


does not imply that they occupied 
themselves with collecting and com- 
piling narratives of the life of Christ ; 
for the name evayyeuoy originally de- 
noted nothing else than the whole 
announcement of the salvation granted 
through Christ to men, and this an- 
nouncement embraced the whole of 
Christianity. As this announcement 
rests on a historical basis, Christ as the 
Redeemer is the object of it; and thus 
the later-derived meaning is formed in 
which this word is specially applied to 
the histories of the life of Christ. Ac- 
cording to the original Christian phrase- 
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ology, the term could only denote one 
whose calling it was to publish the 
doctrine of salvation to men, and there- 
by to lay a foundation for the Christian 
church ; on the contrary, the didackadoc 
presupposed faith in the doctrine of 
salvation, and a church already formed, 
and employed himself in the farther 
training in Christian knowledge. The 
use of the word evayyedorne in 2 Tim. 
iy. 5, favours this interpretation, and 
this original Christian phraseology was 
continued in later ages although a more 
modern meaning of the word svayyedtor 
was connected with it.” 


THE PRACTICAL REJECTION OF CHRIST IN THE RELIGION OF ROME. 


“urs is the stone which was set 
at nought by you. builders,” said the 
apostle Peter, “which is become the 
head of the corner. Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” Had Peter known and ap- 
proved the system of that church which 
glories in him as the Prince of the 
Apostles, he would never have uttered 
this language, for practically faith in 
Christ, love to Christ, and obedience to 
Christ are superseded in it by confidence 
in Mary, the supremely compassionate 
and mighty friend of lost transgressors. 
This fact is not made sufficiently pro- 
minent in many well written treatises 
on popery, and is evidently not under- 
stood by a great number of its oppo- 
nents. Few English readers, it is pro- 
bable would expect to find such language 
as this in a modern book of devotion :— 
“Tt was sin that cost Mary all her 
sorrow ; not her own, but ours. For 
our disobedience she painfully obeyed ; 
for our wilful waywardness Jesus and 
Mary suffered more than the pains of 
natural death.” .... “It is related 


| blessed heart : 


of a young man who had a great devo- 
tion to the Dolours of the holy Virgin, 
that he once had: the misfortune to fall 
into mortal sin. -He happened soon 
after to pass by an altar where he 
usually knelt to pray before a picture 
representing the heart of Mary pierced 
with seven swords. To his surprise he 
perceived eight instead of seven; and 
he immediately knew that his recent 
sin had added another wound to her 
he was touched with 
compunction, confessed his fault with 
many tears ; and by the intercession of 
Mary, was restored to divine grace. 
Alas! for the many wounds that our 
sins have inflicted on the tender hearts 
of Jesus and Mary! But henceforth 
we resolve that no act of ours shall 
renew the anguish of the past; we will 
rather bring the offerings of obedience 
and holy love to crown its merits. 
Thus, with penitent and humble hearts 
we will rejoice, O Mary, in your dolours, 
for the great treasure of grace and 
glory which they have purchased: for 
yourself and us... . . 

“Next to the great grace of final 
perseverance, beg of God this one, above 
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all others, that your devotion to the 
holy mother of your Redeemer may 
grow and increase ; that confidence in 
her protection and assistance may be- 
come your prevailing habit. You will 
thus secure for yourself many graces 
peculiarly her gift, disposing your hearts 
to loftier heights of sanctity. Nothing 
that you can desire will be withheld 
from you; you will have a friend in 
solitude ; a guide in perplexity ; a com- 
forter in sorrow; a stay and shield in 
the hour of dissolution. She lives and 
reigns for you; she opens her treasures 
for the last and least among her children. 
O, make much of her, then ; and trust 
her ; open your hearts to her ; and teach 
those who come near you to estimate 
her power; let their hearts catch fire 
at yours. Instead of depreciating her, 
with the mistaken purpose of exalting 
her Son, show them how the love of 
Jesus develops and makes intenser the 
love of Mary. Study her character ; 
imitate her life; fly to her protection ; 
live always as if in her presence. She 
will in return richly bless and reward 
you ; she will ratify her adoption of you 
as her child. She will not save you 
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from trial, indeed; she loves you too 
well for that. But she will teach you 
to suffer as she once suffered with her 
Son ; she will stand by your cross as 
she stood by his.” 


This, let it be understood, is not the 
language of an obsolete book belonging 
to what are distinguished as the dark 
ages, or the language of some Portu- 
guese monk who has never had an 
opportunity of reading the writings of 
inspired men, or the incautious lan- 
guage of an extemporaneous rheto- 
rician : it is the language of the present 
Missionary Apostolic in the Eastern 
District of Scotland, in a book entitled 
“The Glory of Mary in conformity with 
the Word of God!” It contains the 
substance of a course of Lectures deli- 
vered during the month of May, 1850, 
written with the avowed recognition 
of “two serious disadvantages” attend- 
ing the author’s undertaking, one of 
them arising from “the extreme fami- 
larity of the popular mind in Scotland 
with the language of the sacred vo- 
lume.” Such is the Romanism of the 
present century ! 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 


COLLECTED DURING A JOURNEY IN PALESTINE, BY H. B. HACKETT, D.D. 


Durine a recent journey in that land 
which was the scene of most of the 
events recorded in the sacred pages, 
Dr. Hackett of Newton Theological In- 
stitution, United States, observed many 
facts which he thought illustrative of 
the representations of holy writ. Some 
of them he has recorded, and published 
in the last number of The Christian 
Review, of which the following speci- 
mens are a small portion. 


GRASS ON THE HOUSE TOPs, 
At Anata, the Anathoth of scripture, 


where the prophet Jeremiah was born, 
(Jer. i. 1), a little village north-east of 
Jerusalem, I observed that the roofs of 
some of the houses were partially 
covered with grass, and I noticed the 
same thing in many places. As the 
roofs of the common dwellings are flat, 
and, instead of being built of stone or 
wood, are coated with plaster or 
hardened earth, a slight crop of grass 
frequently springs up in that situation ; 
but having no soil into which it can 
strike its roots, and being exposed to a 
scorching sun, it rarely attains any 
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great height, or continues long ; it is a 
feeble, stunted product and soon withers 
away. Hence the sacred writers some- 
times allude to the grass on the house- 
tops as an emblem of weakness, frailty, 
and certain destruction. Thus in 
Psalm cxxix. 6, 7, it is said, 
“They shall be ashamed and turn back, 

All those that hate Zion. 

They shall be as grass upon the house-tops, 

Which, before one plucks it, withers away ; 


With which the mower fills not his hand, 
Nor the sheaf-binder his bosom.” 


In Isaiah xxxvii. 27, Hezekiah, speak- 
ing of Judah as laid waste by the 
Assyrians, says, “Therefore their in- 
habitants were of small power; they 
were dismayed and confounded; they 
were as the grass of the field and as the 
green herb, as the grass on the house- 
tops, and as corn blasted before it be 
grown up.” 


THE HOUSE-TOP THE PLACE OF 
OBSERVATION. 


At this same place, Anata, I had anillus- 
tration of another passage of scripture. 
Our presence excited some interest 
among the villagers, and numbers of 
them, both men and women, ascended 
the roofs of the houses, where they could 
observe us and our movements to better 
advantage. In the larger towns, the 
houses, especially of the better class, 
have windows which look toward the 
street, though guarded usually by close 
lattice work, as well as windows which 
look into the court and are more open ; 
but in the common villages, the houses, 
as a general thing, have windows of the 
latter description only, and hence the 
inmates in order to obtain a view of 
anything taking place at a distance or 
on the outside of the habitation, must 
ascend to the top of them. Accordingly 
in Isa. xxii. 1, where the prophet would 
represent the people in the country as 
alarmed by the apprehension of an ap- 
proaching enemy, he describes them not 
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as watching at the windows to descry 
the approach of the invaders, but as 
standing on the house-tops and looking 
anxiously in the direction of the 
threatened danger. How unintelligible 
without a knowledge of that peculiarity 
would be the prophet’s abrupt exclama- 
tion, “ What aileth thee now, that thou 
art wholly gone up on the house-tops ?”" 


PASTURES OF THE DESERT. 


The deserts of the Hast rarely consist 
of mere sand for any considerable dis- 
tanee. They are covered or inter- 
spersed, for the most part, with clumps 
of coarse grass and low shrubs, on which 
not only the camels feed, but the sheep 
and goats. The people of the villages 
on the border of such deserts are ac- 
customed to lead forth their flocks to 
the pastures found there. This is a 
spectacle that I saw often in travelling 
from Cairo to the south of Palestine. 
The shepherds also pitch their tents in 
such places and feed their flocks and herds 
there, until the consumption of the grass 
compels them to remove to anew station. 
See Joel i. 19; 11. 22; Ps. Ixv. 12, dsc. 
The term is applied still more widely. 
Tracts of country comparatively fertile, 
suitable in the main for agricultural or 
grazing purposes, are called deserts in 
the bible, when they are remote from 
towns, and but thinly inhabited. 


READING ALOUD. 


The Orientals when they read, though 
it is for their own instruction only, and 
without any intention of being heard by 
others, read for the most part, audibly. 
The Jews conform in this respect to the 
custom of other eastern nations. I 
witnessed examples of this on several 
occasions, especially at the Jews’ Wail- 
ing Place at Jerusalem, where they 
assemble almost daily to read the scrip- 
tures and chant their prayers. At 
Safet, also, in Galilee, where I attended 
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the celebration of one of their annual 
festivals, I saw groups of them reading 
in this manner, each one for himself, 
around the tombs of their ancient 
rabbins. They accompany the act with 
a swinging motion of the head, and 
often indeed, of the entire upper part 

of the body, from one side to the other, 

and utter the words with a tone which 
comes nearer to cantillation or singing, 

than to our unimpassioned mode of 
reading. This would seem to have been 

an immemorial usage in the Hast; and 

it explains a circumstance in Luke’s 

account of the interview between Philip 

and the Hthiopian eunuch, which an 

occidental reader might almost look 

upon as a fiction, introduced to preserve 

the consistency of the narrative. The 

evangelist approaches the chariot of the 

eunuch, and finds the way already pro- 

vided for his entering into conversation 

with him, and leading his mind to those 

views of the gospel which result in his 

ready adoption of the Christian faith. 

The Ethiopian officer was not only 

reading “ Hsaias the prophet,” but read- 

ing aloud; the evangelist heard him, 

and “then opened his mouth, and began 

at the same scripture and preached 

unto him Jesus.” Had the conversion 

of the Ethiopian taken place ina western 

country, the train of circumstances 

which accompanied the event must 

have been very differently arranged. 


AN EASTERN BED. 


In returning to Jerusalem from an 
expedition to the Dead Sea, I lodged a 
night in the convent of San Saba, so 
romantically situated on the banks of 
the Brook Kedron. My bed consisted 
merely of a bolster and a blanket spread 
on the floor. The latter could be drawn 
partially over the body if any one 
wished, though the expectation seemed 
to be that we should sleep in our ordi- 
nary dress, without any additional 
covering. Such a bed is obviously a 
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portable one; it is easy to take it up, 
fold it together, and carry it from place 
to place as convenience may require. 
The allusions in the bible show that the 
couches or beds in use among the Jews 
were of different kinds ; that they were 
more or less simple, more or less expen- 
sive, according to the rank or circum- 
stances of different persons. Anciently, 
however, as at the present time in the 
Hast, the common people slept on a 
light mattress or blanket, with a pillow 
perhaps, but without any other append- 
age. The term “bed” has this meaning 
in various passages. It was an article 
of this description that the paralytic 
used whom the Saviour directed to 
“rise, take up his bed and walk.” 


Be, 


THE DEATH OF JUDAS. 


In Matt. xxvii. 5, it is said that 
Judas, after having brought his money 
and thrown it down in the temple, went 
and hanged himself. Objectors have 
represented this statement as incon- 
sistent with that in Acts i. 18, where 
he is said to have “purchased a field 
with the reward of iniquity, and falling 
headlong, he burst asunder in the midst 
and all his bowels gushed out.” But 
these passages do not necessarily con- 
tradict each other. Matthew does not 
say that Judas, after having hanged 
himself, did not fall to the ground, nor, 
on the contrary, does Luke say that 
Judas did not hang himself before he 
fell to the ground; and unless the 
writers affirm the reality of the events 
which they respectively mention in such 
a way as to assert or imply that if the 
one event be true the other must be 
false, it is obvious that they do not con- 
tradict each other. Of the precise 
relation of the two events in question 
to each other, we have no information, 
and can affirm nothing with certainty. 
Some intermediate circumstance con- 
nected the one with the other as parts 
of the same transaction, but that cir- 
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cumstance has not been recorded. It 
is conjectured that Judas may have 
hung himself on the edge of a precipice 
near the valley of Hinnom, and that 
the rope breaking by which he was 
suspended, he fell to the earth and was 
dashed to pieces. As I stood in this 
valley and looked up to the rocky 
heights which hang over it on the south 
side of Jerusalem, I felt that the pro- 
posed explanation was a_ perfectly 
natural one; I was more than ever 
satisfied with it. I measured the pre- 
cipitous, almost perpendicular walls, in 
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different places, and found the height to 
be variously forty, thirty-six, thirty- 
three, thirty, and twenty-five feet. 
Olive trees still grow quite near the 
edge of these rocks, and anciently no 
doubt these and other trees were still 
more numerous in the same place. At 
the bottom of these precipices are also 
rocky ledges on which a person would 
fall from above, and in that case not 
only would life be destroyed, but the 
body almost inevitably would be bruised 
and mangled. 


THE MEANING OF SCRIPTURE SILENCE. 


In an article on this subject in The 
Journal of Sacred Literature, the writer 
adverts to the concealment recorded in 
Deut. xxxiv. 5, 6, “ And he buried him 
in a valley in the land of Moab, over 
against Bethpeor, but no man knoweth 
of his sepulchre unto this day,” as “a 
concealment which, Jude tells us, Satan 
endeavoured to frustrate, by contending 
with Michael ‘about the body of Moses,’ 
doubtless that he might cast it before 
Israel as a stumbling-block, in the hope 
that the dead bones of the Hebrew law- 
giver might more powerfully persuade 
to idolatry than his living voice had 
dissuaded from it.” He adds, “The pur- 


pose of this concealment is quite as 
obvious as the destruction in after ages, 
of the relic of the brazen serpent, when 
the reforming Hezekiah, in spite of 
natural feeling in its favour, broke it in 
pieces, and called it Vehushtan, or a bit 
of brass. _ Mere religious sentiment, or 
what has been called ‘the poetry of 
sacred art,’ would have pleaded hard 
for the preservation of the relic, and 
the possession of the prophet’s tomb ; 
but the cause of truth and the abiding 
interests of humanity called for the in- 
exorable destruction of the one, and 
the withdrawal of the other, from the 
sight of an idol-loving people.” 


ENTERING INTO PEACE. 


REFERRING to this phrase, as it occurs 
in the fifty-seventh chapter of Isaiah, 
Dr. John Brown of Edinburgh makes 
the following impressive remarks :— 
“he life of the saint is always in some 
degree, often in a high degree, a scene 
of toil and suffering, and the closing 
part of it is sometimes remarkably cha- 
racterised by restlessness and agony. 
His passage over the sea of life is fre- 


quently stormy throughout, and some- 
times becomes peculiarly tempestuous 
towards its termination. But at death, 
‘God maketh the storm a calm, and the 
waves thereof are still Then is the 
Christian mariner glad because he is 
quiet. His weather-beaten vessel is 
moored in a safe haven, never more to 
return to the tossing of the wasteful 
ocean.” 
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HEAVEN’S RECOGNITIONS. 


Tis good to fix our longing gaze 

On worthies oft by fame commended ; 
Delighted with their works or ways, 
Talents and excellencies blended. 


’*Tis good to meet a friend once more, 
Whom years and distance long had parted : 
Find him the same as heretofore, 

Firm, honest, faithful, tender hearted, 


’Tis good to meet a child of woe, 
Relieved in sorrow’s hour so pressing ; 
Who cannot, will not let you go, 

Till laden with his grateful blessing. 


And, having passed thro’ yonder skies, 
And heayen’s full bliss our soul inherits ; 
’T will be our joy to recognize 

Such worthy, friendly, grateful spirits. 
The saints, who in the sacred page 

Have had their history recorded ; 

Will, doubtless, then our soul engage, 
As we behold them well rewarded. 


The martyrs too, and all the great, 

Whose lives have proved the church’s treasure ; 
We'll list to them, as they relate 

Their history, with a holy pleasure. 


And those, who once so dear below, 

Our truest friends in fond communion, 

With whom our hearts were blended so 

That death could ne’er dissolye the union; 

We shall again those forms behold, 

Whose presence will our spirits gladden , 
Staplenurst, 


Friendships will never then grow could, 
Nor separation eyer sadden. 


Joys, pure as light, our hearts will cheer, 
Bonds, holy, endless, then unite us ; 
Breathing Heayen’s purest atmosphere, 

And Heayen’s own Sun to shine and light us. 


The needy, whom our care supplied, 

When sorrows sharp their hearts had riven ; 
Shall crowd them to our welcome side, 

And load us with their thanks in Heaven. 


The careless ones, whose downward stray 
Was tending fast to their undoing ; 

Will bless us for the narrow way, 

Which saved their souls from death and ruin, 


But, best of all, and far more high 

Our joys will rise, as we behold him ; 

That Friend who left his throne to die— 
Whose creature man betrayed and sold him, 


His life so pure without a stain, 

His love so free and so abiding: 

His body on the cross was slain, 

While man, ungrateful, stood deriding. 
His prayer ascended for his foes, 
While yet upon the cross and bleeding ; 
Then from the tomb of death arose, 
Ascended—and is interceding. 


To see that Friend and hear his voice, 
Invite me to bow down before him ; 
My spirit must, and will rejoice, 

| For ever with Him !—to adore Him, 


W.d. 
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I Love to be thinking on days gone by, 
Tho’ it costs me many a tear and sigh ; 
Reviewing the past with pleasure and pain, 
And living life over and over again. 


My early haunts, and my childhood’s ways, 

The friends of my youth, and my youthful days, 
Manhood’s attachments—connubial bliss — 
Akin to Heaven, in a world like this. 

And surely in Heaven I'll think on the way 
Which brought me to regions of endless day, 
Remember the past without sorrow or tear, 
Whilst I praise for the mercy which led me there. 
The first conviction of sin that I felt, 
Awakening fear, establishing guilt, 

The first pang of sorrow for sins I deplored, 


And dread of “* Depart,” from the mouth of the Lord. | 


The promise of mercy that met my case, 

The text and the sermon, the time, the place, 
The gushings of heart, the fervour of prayer, 
Lights on the scriptures, my interest there. 


The things that were gain, which I counted but loss, 

The hope of salyation—the gaze on the cross ; 

The joy and the peace, thro’ faith in the Lamb, 

I'll think of it all, whilst adoring His name, 
Staplehurst, 


And I shall remember, in that dear land, 

The Friend who lent me the helping hand: 

Who, when I was halting *twixt hope and fear, 
Gaye counsel, and comfort, and constant care. 
And the church, with her officers, prompt and true. 
; Who welcomed me in, and so kindly too ; 

And the crowded meetings for prayer and praise, 
(O they were the happiest, best of days). 


, 


Then the brother who gave me just reproof, 

And stretched out the hand when I stood aloof; 
To whom I was silent, and sullen, and rude; 

But whose kindness at last my heart subdued, 
And I shall remember and neyer forget, 

The affectionate greetings when last we met ; 
And the parting with friends to see them no more 
| The tears when life’s struggle was nearly o’er ; 
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The gentle attentions—the whispers of love, 
Whilst the angel of mercy was hovering aboye ; 
The chill of the waters—the parting wave, 

The presence of Him who was strong to save, 


Earth’s scenes receding—sounds dying away — 
The entrance to Heayen’s everlasting day ; 
I'll think of it all when I reach the place, 
And sing to the glory of sovereign grace, 
Wie aie 


REVIEWS. 


The Bible in Many Tongues. London: 
Religious Tract Society. Monthly Volume. 
Price 6d. paper ; 10d. cloth boards, gilt 
edges; half bound, ls. 6d. 24mo. pp. 192, 


Tovey this isa small book, it is 
entitled to distinction among its fellows. 
Its subject is one of primary importance, 
and at the present moment peculiarly 
seasonable. The writer has condensed 
a great deal of information into a small 
space, and presented every topic to the 
mind in its practical and personal 
aspect. He is evidently a man of ex- 
tensive reading ; his acquaintance with 
facts connected with his theme is com- 
prehensive and minute ; and his manner 
of proceeding throughout excites the 
reader’s confidence. The smallness of 
the price at which the volume is sold 
must not deter us then from giving it a 
chief place this month in our notices: 
it rather affords a reason why none of 
our readers should be permitted to over- 
look the existence of a work which so 
well deserves their attention, and can 
be so easily obtained, 

The first chapter is designed to show 
—and it shows impressively—that “of 
all books, the most remarkable in its 
history, the mightiest in its influence, 
as the noblest in its origin, is THE 
Bisuz. Coming into the world in suc- 
cessive portions, it yet forms a consist- 
ent whole, and has received in different 
ages every kind of treatment. It has 
been studied with devoutest love, and 
persecuted with bitterest hatred. Re- 
vered, neglected, admired, abhorred, it 
has pursued its course; enlightening 
the ignorant, convicting the guilty, 
comforting the sorrowful, encouraging 
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and strengthening the resolute and 
manly. It has guided millions on earth, 
and has led millions to heaven. It isa 
book for every age; is adapted in its 
method and contents to influence all, 
and has proved the teacher both of the 
barbarous and of the civilized portions 
of our race.” Having illustrated this 
by reference to facts, and by testimonies 
borne to the influence and beauties of 
the bible by eminent literary men, 
showing that its history is the history 
of religion, of learning, of civilization, 
and of freedom, the first portion of 
the work is concluded thus :—* One 
caution must be added to these remarks. 
The chief value of the Bible consists in 
the truths it reveals ; and the most im- 
portant of the influences of the bible 
depends on the application of those 
truths to men’s hearts by means of 
reflection and prayer. The protestant 
principle, ‘The bible only the religion 
of protestants,’ cannot of itself spiritually 
enlighten or save. The study of the 
words of scripture, of its history and 
customs, is often without sanctifying 
power. It is the truth of scripture as 
applied by the Holy Spirit, that saves 
us, and it is the belief of the truth, and 
the consequent meditation upon it, that 
makes it influential. ‘To expect any- 
thing else—to suppose that God saves 
us because we acknowledge that his 
word is our guide, even if that word be 
neglected—that we may feel it and be 
sanctified by it without the exercise 
upon our part of comparison and thought 
is—to conclude that God will act in-- 
consistently with our state as intelligent 
creatures, and that the gifts of his 
natural government are useless under 
3R 
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the government of his grace. For some 
purposes the submission of the intellect 
to the Bible, and the study by the in- 
tellect of the Bible, are themselves a 
blessing, but if the Bible is to accom- 
plish its great purpose, we must bring 
to the study of it the devout and be- 
lieving submission of the heart.” 

The second chapter is entitled, “The 
Bible in the ancient Hast and at Rome.” 
Beginning with the Targums, it explains 
the formation of very many old versions, 
both of the Old and the New Testaments, 
and gives historical views which con- 
duct to the conclusions which the author 
expresses, when he gays, “The full 
amount of blessing conferred upon man- 
kind by these versions and copies of the 
Bible, it is impossible to estimate. 
There must have been thousands of 
manuscripts, and millions must have 
heard or read them. Hven when the 
use of them came to be confined to the 
clergy, it is highly probable that there 
were among that class many con- 
scientious men who communicated to 
others what they themselves had heard 
and felt of the word of life. The general 
result upon the state of the ancient 
world even Gibbon admits. Within 
four centuries after the death of our 
Lord, Christians formed the majority 
throughout the Roman empire ; ‘and it 
must be confessed,’ says the historian, 
‘that Christianity mitigated the fierce- 
ness of the times, sheltered the poor and 
defenceless, and preserved or revived 
the peace and order of civil society.’ 
Believing, as we do, that the word of 
God never returns to him void, can we 
help hoping that thousands, from the 
Vistula to the Tigris, received it into 
their hearts, and died under its sustain- 
ng and sanctifying influence? The 
millions who are now before the 
throne have come up out of every 
nation, and kindred, and people, and 
tongue,” 


The third chapter, which is one of 
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the most interesting, treats of “The 
Bible and the Reformation.” Here is 
shown the truth of the sentiments ex- 
pressed by three bishops in a letter 
addressed to pope Julius III. advising 
him as the most effectual means of 
establishing and advancing the holy 
see, to prevent as much as possible the 
perusal of that book which, as they say, 
“more than any other has raised against 
us these agitations and storms which 
have driven us to the very brink of the 
pit,” adding, “and it must be acknow- 
ledged that if any person examines it 
minutely, and then compares separately 
its contents with what is practised in 
our churches, he will find very great 
differences, and will see that our doc- 
trines are not only quite different from 
what the scripture teaches, but still 


further, are often entirely opposed to 
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it.” In reference to Luther’s transla- 
tion, in particular, the author says, 
“The result surpassed all expectation. 
The new version was written in the 
very spirit of the sacred books, in a yet 
virgin tongue, which now, for the first 
time, displayed its richness and flexi- 
bility, and delighted all classes, the 
humblest as well as the most exalted. 
It was immediately regarded as a 
national work, and has never lost its 
place in the literature of Germany. It 
fixed and still preserves the German 
language. Henceforth, moreover, the 
Reformation was no longer in the hands 
of the Reformer. Luther retired, giving - 
men the Bible; God himself appeared, 
and men listened to him. Hitherto the 
Reformation had affirmed the doctrine 
of justification, had denounced monasti- 
cism, and more recently had set aside 
the mass; but it had donenomore, In 
one writing a solitary truth had been set 
forth, and an error had been denounced 
in another. The ancient system was 
everywhere shaken, but a new system, 
whether of truth or of duty, to oceupy 
its place, was wanting. hat want the 
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publication of the New Testament sup- 
plied.” The same effects were produced 
by the same course in other countries. 
Uspecially in our own land, where the 
labours of Wycliffe, Tyndall, Coverdale, 
and their coadjutors and successors did 
more to enlighten the people, and pro- 
- duee permanent emancipation from the 
Romish yoke, than all other causes to- 
gether. “The lessons,” says the writer, 
“are plain. If we desire the spread of 
the principles of the Reformation, and 
the downfall of error, let us be holy and 
spiritual, united and aggressive; above 
all, let us honour and circulate the 
Bible.” 

Tn the fourth chapter, on “ The Bible 
and Christian Missions,” the author has 
availed himself very properly of the 
excellent work published by Bagster 
under the title of “The Bible in every 
Land,” and of the reports and other 
publications of the various missionary 
societies. A greater degree of justice 
is done in this part of the work to the 
achievements of baptist labourers than 
we sometimes find in the books of this 
society. Not that there is any inten- 
tional unfairness towards us on the 
part of its managers: we believe that 
they desire to carry out its professed 
neutrality fully ; but they very properly 
engage the pens of men of different 
denominations, and the ignorance of 
men of other denominations of baptist 
literature is wonderful. Without any 
conscious injustice on the part of a 
writer, we often meet with a very de- 
ficient estimate of the comparative 
importance of baptist exertions, just 
because he has never heard or read of 
them. But we do not find anything of 
the kind to complain 6f here: the 
author of this work seems to have 
acquainted himself with what is going 
forward in every section of the church, 
and to be willing to recognize good 
wherever he can find it. He gives the 
following epitome of the results :— 
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“Summing up these results, we find 
that parts of the bible have been 
translated into 211 languages and dia- 
lects. Of this number, the whole bible 
has been translated into 63, and the 
New Testament into 68 more. In 86, 
parts only of the scripture have been 
translated. 

“Of the entire number, 150 versions 
have been printed more or less directly 
in connexion with the British and 
Foreign Bible Society—the contribution 
of the first half of this century to the 
evangelization of the world.” 

The coneluding portion of the volume 


| we cannot deny ourselves the pleasure 


of transferring to our own pages. 

“Two or three additional lessons of 
practical importance may be gathered 
from the subject of this volume. rst 
of all, it is clear that there is a unity of 
faith among protestants as striking, at 
least, as the unity ‘of the adherents of 
the papacy. The unity of popery is 
submission to the church, that is, to 
tradition and the teaching of general 
councils; the unity of protestantism 
is submission to the bzb/e. If, on the 
first, Roman catholics are agreed, so are 
protestants on the second: the Greek 
church and the Anglican, the Lutheran 
and the Calvinist. ‘Scripture suffi- 
cient and final,’ is the maxim of all 
sects. Luther proclaimed it at Wit- 
temberg, Farel at Paris, Zwingle at 
Basle, Calvin at Geneva, and the Greek 
patriarch at Constantinople. Among 
protestants, this is the common faith ; 
nor is our unity in relation to it 
inferior to that of the church of 
Rome. 

“Tt may be said in answer, ‘This is 
hardly the question at issue. It may 
be admitted that protestants and Ro- 
man catholics are alike in having each 


}a standard of appeal; but,’ it is added, 


“the standard of the church of Rome 
contains clearer annunciations, is sus- 
tained by more decisive authority, and 
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secures greater harmony of belief than 
the standard of protestants. Councils 
and traditions are plainer than the 
bible—more full and more authorita- 
tive. This assertion has been often 
made; but it is really without foun- 
dation. An assertion of the same kind 
swayed the mind of Chillingworth. 
On this very ground he embraced the 
Romish religion, and hoped to find in it 
an infallible guide in matters of faith. 
He soon discovered, however, that no 
such infallible guide was to be found, 
honestly avowed his conviction, and 
returned to the protestant faith. He 
declared afterwards that ‘fathers were 
set against fathers, and councils against 
councils,’ to such an extent that he had 
discovered nothing in all antiquity to 
be compared in traditional authority or 
in clearness and cogency with the scrip- 
tures. ‘ Henceforth, he adds, in a well 
known passage, ‘let the bible alone be 
the religion of protestants.’ Ten years 
before, Daillé (1628), one of the most 
learned pastors of the French reformed 
church, had proved by argument and 
history what Chillingworth was destined 
to prove by experience. By a careful 
examination of the traditional authori- 
ties of the Romish church, he has 
shown that on many subjects of theo- 
logy it is very difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, to find out what they taught ; while 
on many questions, both of doctrine 
and of fact, their statements are in the 
highest degree erroneous or contra- 
dictory. If, therefore, a Roman Catho- 
lic is pressed to apply to his standard of 
appeal the inquiries which we suppose 
a protestant to apply to the bible, he 
will find tenfold greater difficulty in 
obtaining an answer than any protest- 
ant has found. The proof of the divine 
authority of ‘the church’ is more in- 
tricate than the proof of the truth of 
scripture, not to say less conclusive, 
The meaning of her teaching is more 
ambiguous (her bible being in truth a 
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hundred folio volumes of childish and 
often contradictory assertions), and the 
diversity of judgment on matters of 
faith within the Roman catholic church 
is as great as beyond it. Nothing, in 
truth, is gained by adding councils and 
fathers to the inspired oracles, but mul- 
tiplied suspicions and aggravated un- 
certainty. Protestantism has all the 
unity of the church of Rome in posses- 
sing a common standard, and all the 
advantage which can be derived from 
the clearness of the evidence of the 
bible, the universality of its accessible- 
ness, the fulness and the simplicity of 
its decisions. 

“ Secondly. If this theme gives us a 
just idea of protestantism, so also it 
gives us a broad and accurate definition 
of Christianity. The ‘sufficiency of 
scripture, and ‘salvation by grace’ 
through Christ, were the two main 
pillars of the Reformation. The latter 
of these truths Luther was fond of 
expressing in this form—‘ Christ for us, 
our pardon: Christ 7 us, our holiness— 
is the whole of the gospel.? But what- 
ever the form, in the substance of both 
truths all are agreed. The Reformation, 
therefore, was an assertion of the au- 
thority of scripture against tradition, of 
God’s word against human corruptions 
thus it honoured the bible. It was no 
less an assertion of Christ’s sufficiency 
for man’s redemption and_ holiness 
against pharisaic pride, human frailty, 
and priestly assumption ; thus it ho- - 
noured the Redeemer. Protestantism 
affirms the first of these truths, Chris- 
tianity affirms the second, protestant 
Christianity affirms them both. There 
may be true Christianity among some 
who are not protestants. And there 
may be protestantism among some who, 
alas! are not Christians. We may be 


| protestants ; but if we are not believers, 


if we have no deep habitual sense of 


our sinfulness, no feeling of reliance on 


Christ, no earnest desire after holiness, 
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no sympathy, in short, with the truths 
and lessons embodied in his death, our 
protestantism is not the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost, nor is it therefore 
spiritual life. It may prove only an 
aggravation of our guilt, and finally of 
our ruin. While, then, our conceptions 
of religion are so framed as to include 
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity, let us see to it that we love 
him ourselves. 

“ Lastly. The statement on the value 
made of the bible at the outset of these 
inquiries, has been sustained, it is 
hoped, by their results. The devout 
study of the bible has ever been the 
great instrument of holiness, and the 
circulation of the bible the great in- 
strument of religious revival and pro- 
gress. The conversion of Europe and 
the world depends, under God, upon 
the multiplication and prayerful distri- 
bution of copies of his word. To it 
England owes, in a large degree, her 
liberties and religion. What, then, is 
the duty of the church? We have 
inherited from our fathers their privi- 
leges, and consequent large responsi- 
bility. To us ‘have been committed’ 
the oracles of God. We have been put 
in trust with the gospel. Let us see to 
it that we neither corrupt its simplicity 
with human philosophy, nor adulterate 
its purity with human traditions. If 
others seek to corrupt it, let us with- 
stand them ‘to the face.’ Above all, 
let us discharge our commission, and 
give the gospel to the world in books 
and tracts, such as formed the pre- 
cursors of the Reformation ; but espe- 
cially in the form of the bible itself. 
The last sixty years have witnessed in 
this respect a great change. We have 
printed and circulated throughout our 
own country fifteen million copies of 
the word of God. All the issues of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
of fifty-four other bible societies for all 
Europe, have not exceeded this number. 


557 


The millions of the continent, therefore, 
have not had in sixty years more than 
we deem necessary for ourselves. Yet 
they need the bible. They are able to 
read it, and are less blessed than the 
English people with the teaching of the 
living voice—more dependent, therefore, 
on the still small voice of God. Turn- 
ing to British India, we find there a 
population of a hundred and fifty mil- 
lions, all accessible, many thousands of 
them attending at schools, looking to us 
for religious truth. The issues of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
of six East Indian Societies, including, 
in fact, all that has been done in sixty 
years for India, amount to barely three 
million copies of scripture and parts of 
scripture; these latter containing often 
a single book. The vast empire of 
China has not received in all one hun- 
dred and thirty thousand copies of any 
part of the bible ; nor have more than 
fifty thousand copies been distributed 
among the one hundred and fifty mil- 
lions of Africa. Most of those coun- 
tries have peculiar claims upon us. 
India has been entrusted, by the provi- 
dence of God, to our care; China has 
been cursed and blessed by our trafiic ; 
and Africa was for years robbed of her 
children through our avarice and cru- 
elty. Sixty persons out of every hun- 
dred in Hurope are still without the 
bible ; ninety-eight out of every hun- 
dred in India. Societies have been 
formed to give them bibles, and need 
only our help and prayers to extend 
their labours. ‘The heathen are perish- 
ing of thirst; the fountain of the 
water of life springs up in our dwelling. 
Shall we leave them to perish? The 
fittest proof of our protestantism, and 
the appropriate expression of our love 
to Christ and to our fellows, is to give 
them the bible. ‘The gift will be thrice 
blessed. The divine word will not 
return void. Men will be saved, our- 
selves profited, and God honoured.” 
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The Gospel revealed to Job: or Patriarchial 
Faith and Practice illustrated in Thirty 
Lectures on the principal Passages of the 
Book of Job, with Explanatory, [lustrative, 
and Critical Notes. By Cuartes A, 
Hvuusert, M.A. London ; Longman and 
and Co, 1858, 


Tn book of Job has long been re- 
garded as one of the most difficult books 
of scripture. Its age, its authorship, 
its scope have all been questioned : 
while the phraseology of the original 
and of the English version is confessedly 
peculiar and abstruse. 

The composition of the book has been 
assigned to the earliest times—the age 
between Noah and Abraham, and to the 
latest—the period between the captivity 
and the coming of our Lord. Dupin 
and Lightfoot ascribe it to Job, or 
Elihu: Michaelis to Moses ; Warburton 
to Ezra. Lowth and Schultens regard it 
as real history ; Michaelis and Warbur- 
ton as allegory. If amid these diversitie 
of judgment, the reader assign it to 
some period between the deluge and the 
exode, and regard the whole as real 
history thrown into a dramatical form, 
he will adopt the view which is sup- 
ported by the largest amount of evidence, 
and illustrates best the facts and state- 
ments which the book contains. 

Opinions on the scope of the book are 
hardly less diversified. Schultens and 
Grey think that it is intended to set 
forth an example of patience: Lowth, 
to show that affliction is consistent with 
piety: Sherlock, to illustrate God’s 
sovereignty and contradict the Mani- 
cheean notion of the existence of a 
power of evil equal to God: Michaelis, 
to comfort the Israelites in Egypt: 
Heath, to comfort them in the capti- 
vity: Warburton, to explain the change 
of God’s providential government after 
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the captivity by the substitution of a 
spiritual system for the system of earthly 
rewards which had previously prevailed : 
and the editors of the Annotated Para- 
graph Bible, to give a proof of the 
identity of true religion in every age. 
Apparently hopeless diversity! But 
easily reconcileable. In fact all these 
ends are answered by the book: and 
the prayerful student will readily gather 
lessons on each point without doing 
violence to the intention of the Holy 
Spirit in placing Job among the books 
of the canon. 

But though the practical lessons of 
the book are thus numerous and im- 
portant, it has seldom been made the 
subject of a series of discourses. Caryl 
and Calvin have indeed written largely 
upon it; but their works are too volu- 
minous for the present age. A series of 
popular lectures, therefore, was not 
unnaturally regarded by Mr. Hulbert as 
one of the wants of the reading Chris- 
tian public. In this view we are dis- 
posed to concur, and deem Mr. Hulbert’s 
volume a welcome addition to our 
literature. 

His criticisms are taken chiefly from 
Dr. Samuel Lee’s prelections on Job, 
and are generally accurate, though apt 
to be a little fanciful. His views of 
Christian truth are evangelical, and he 
seizes very happily upon the prominent 
topics of the book, and illustrates them 
in a way that is interesting and impres- 
sive. ‘Too much is sometimes made of 
incidental expressions, and a truth is 
oceasionally put into a text, when it 
would have been difficult to draw it 
out. There is also less freshness of 
illustration than there might have been. 
But on the whole, the volume will be 
read with profit by the devout Chris- 
tian. 
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BRIEF NOTICES. 
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Scripture Readings on the Book of Genesis; 
being Expositions of the Chapter read on 
Sunday Mornings in the Scottish National 
Church, Crown Court, Covent Garden. By 
the Rev, Joun Cummine, D.D., Author of 
“ Voices of the Night,? “ Voices of the Day,” 
“ Voices of the Dead,” §c., &c. Fifth 
Thousand, London: Shaw. 1853. Pp. 440. 


It appears that the author adopts the useful 
practice of expounding a chapter, or portion of 
a chapter, in every Lord’s day morning service. 
“T do not pretend,” he says, “in such exposi- 
tions to give learned, critical, or strictly doc- 
trinal disquisition for the instruction of divines ; 
all I offer is an explanation of what occasionally 
perplexes the ordinary Christian reader, and 
a réswmé of such elucidations of passages of 
scripture as are not generally familiar or acces- 
sible.” This exercise Dr. Cumming performs 
in a very interesting manner; and the study of 
his mode of address might be advantageous to 
many who are less popular than he, though not 
inferior to him in accuracy of theological senti- 
ment. In this volume there is much to admire. 


The Life and Labours of the Rev. T. Charles, 
A.B., (Late of Bala, Merionethshire,) in 
whose labours the Bible Society Originated, 
By the Rev. EDwARD Morean, M.A,, 
Vicar of Syston, Leicestershire. Third 


Edition, Revised Throughout. London: 
Simpkin, Marshall, and Co. 32mo, Pp. 


415. Cloth, gilt edges, 


Forty years ago, the name of Charles of 
Bala was familiar to all who were conversant 
with the religious movements of the times. It 
has ceased to be repeated with as great frequency 
as then, but the results of his exertions will not 
pass away like his mortal powers. He was 
eminently useful, especially in Wales, and his 
history furnishes an illustration of the import- 
ant fact that it is not by great mental superi- 
ority that religious truth is promulgated, so 
much as by devotedness to Christ, benevolence, 
and persevering toil. 


A Biographical: Sketch of the Rev. Joseph 
Gilbert. By his Widow. With Recollections 
of the Discourses of his closing Years, from 
Notes at the time, by One of his Sons, 
London: Jackson and Walford, 18953. 
16mo. Pp. vi. 367. 


The “Widow” to whose pen we are indebted for 
this memoir, was the eldest daughter of the Rev. 
Isaac Taylor of Ongar, and one of the authors of 
the well known and justly appreciated Original 
Poems for Infant minds. Her present task is 
executed in a manner conformable with the 
expectations which the productions of her youth 
were adapted to excite, Mr. Gilbert, whose 
death did not take place till he was seventy- 
three years of age, was a much respected 


minister at Nottingham, a thorough dissenter, 
and a studious theologian, He practised in- 
fant baptism ; but he did not, like many, appear 
to be ashamed of it, and refrain as much as 
possible from reference to the subject; he pub- 
lished arguments in favour of the procedure, of 
the divine authority for which we may suppose 
therefore that he was a-sincere believer. ‘ Re- 
specting the sketches of Discourses which 
occupy the greater part of the volume, the 
editor,—his son,—wishes it to be understood that 
they are offered, not as samples of Mr, Gilbert’s 
style of preaching during the mid years of his 
ministerial course, and the prime of his mental 
vigour; but rather as embodying those mellowed 
and spontaneous products of a long life of 
thoughtfulness, which indeed deserve to be 
spoken of as the ripe fruits of Christian feeling 
and intelligence, although they might fall from 
his lips with somewhat of the freedom and dis- 
eursiveness of colloquial discourse, and without 
the elucidation and argument which in former 
years he would have bestowed upon them.” 
The sermons were evidently well considered 
and evangelical, 


Happiness, its Elements and Means simple and 
common: being an Address delivered at the 
Mechanics’ Institute, Jedburgh. By the Rev. 
JOHN Purves. Edinburgh: Johnstone and 
Hunter. London: J. Nisbet and Co. Pp. 
48. 1852. 


The members of the Mechanics’ Institute at 
Jedburgh did themselves great credit by re- 
questing Mr. Purves to publish this address. 
It displays much acquaintance with books, and 
more with men. The style is clear, forcible, 
and eloquent. Compliance with the conditions 
the Lecturer specifies would ensure as much of 
happiness as this world can afford, and prepare 
for an eternity of perfect blessedness, 


The Gospel according to the Scriptures, Se. 
By J. Byres Laine, London ; 
Ward and Co. I6mo. Pp, 45. 


The several chapters of this book first ap- 
peared in “The Day Star,” a periodical of 
which at the time the author was editor. The 
perusal of them having been much blessed to 
many readers it was thought desirable to re- 
produce them in a form more fitted for diffusion 
and permanence. They present a simple and 
affectionate exhibition of the gospel; and may 
be read with much profit by persons who are 
perplexed with the great question, “ What 
must I do to be saved? ’” 


Puritan Pearls selected from the Works of 
Stephen Charnock, B.D. By Joun Avery, 
Editor of “Puritan Gems;” “The Night 
Cometh,’ &c, London: Ward and Co. 
1853. Cloth, gilt edges. 


Charnock, one of the ministers ejected by 
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the Act of Uniformity, afterwards co-pastor with 
Mr. Watson, in Crosby Square, London, died 
in 1680, aged fifty-three. He was a laborious 
writer, and possessed the power of concentrating 
much thought into a few words. Mr, Adey 
has furnished us here with selections from 
several large books, in a pretty Liliputian 
volume, resembling in external appearance the 
previous publication entitled Puritan Gems, 
extracted from the writings of Mr. Watson. 


Tit for Tat, for Juvenile Minds; with large 
additions of Prose and Verse for more 
Mature Intellects, in advocacy of Peace 
Principles. London: Cash, Bishopsgate 
Street. 1853, Pp. 140. 


With the laudable desire of repressing a 
warlike spirit, a zealous member of the Society 
of Friends has issued this volume, which con- 
sists principally of a great number of addresses 
to persons occupying high stations in society, 
The author’s admiration of rank and power 
which the possessor owes to physical force is 
more strongly expressed than we should have 
expected to find, from one of his profession. 
Even we should have hesitated to speak of 
venturing “to suggest to so distinguished a 
personage as the chosen partner of the august 
Emperor Louis Napoleon, to use the gentle in- 
fluence of her elevated and very interesting 
position to strengthen and encourage his every 
effort and pursuit, having for its end the fulfil- 
ment of the angelic anthem, introductory to 
the new dispensation under which it is truly a 
high privilege to live, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good-will towards 
men,’ 99 


Extracts about Christ. Reprinted, with a few 
Additions, from a Work published by the 
Calcutta Christian Tract and Book Society 
in 1852, London: W.H. Dalton, Cockspur 
Street. 24mo, Pp. 169. 


Short passages classed under eighteen heads, 
some in prose derived from the writings of 
Henry, Blunt, Vinet, Chalmers, Evans, Owen, 
Leighton, Flavel, and others, and some in 
verse, of-which many are productions of Watts, 
Newton, Cowper, Doddridge, Ryland, and 
Charles Wesley, 


The Church Member's Hand-Book, A Manual 
for Village Christians. By a Country Minis- 
ter. Second Edition, London: printed 
for the Author, and sold by Ward and Co., 
27, Paternoster Row. 1852. 12mo. Pp. 32. 


This unpretending Manual contains whole- 
some truths of which Christians, not only in 
villages, but also in towns and cities too, 
generally need to be reminded, 


The Journal of Sacred Literature, New 
Series, Edited by Joun Kuirro, D.D., 
F.S.A. No. VIIT, July, 1858, London: 
R, B. Blackader. 1853. 8vo. Price 5s. 


Among the diversified contents of this num- 
ber is a valuable article refuting the opinions 
maintaiued by Gesenius and adopted by Moses 
Stuart, Dr, Davidson, and others, respecting 
the Samaritan Pentateuch. The writer ex- 
amines the arguments of Gesenius with great 
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care, shows that a vast number of passages 
which he had adduced as instances of wilful 
corrupticn on the part of the Samaritans are 
clearly assignable to the mistakes of copyists, 
establishing the proposition that “the re- 
markable agreement between the Greek version 
and the Samaritan Pentateuch, in more than 
two thousand passages, in opposition to the 
Hebrew manuscripts, is a circumstance that 
merits the attention of every sincere student of 
the word of God.” We are much pleased with 
the evidence that we are continually receiving 
that the authority of Gesenius and critics of 
his class is declining rapidly where some years 
ago it was paramount. In another part of this 
number we find a continental writer saying, 
“ Eyents move rapidly in the intellectual world 
of Germany. With the sober-minded and 
slow-going people of England, Strauss and 
rationalism are the latest phase of the logical 
monstrousness. Yet, while many grave divines 
are somnolently pondering over the theory of 
the former, almost hopeless of comprehending 
it, and while others indignantly admire the 
dexterity with which the latter eviscerates the 
gospel narratives of the miraculous, and from a 
living reality reduces them each to a caput 
mortuum, these fearful names have in the land 
of their birth become innocuous shadows, 
having passed from the pulpit and professor’s 
chair into the lumber--room of the ecclesiastical 
historian, in whose hortus siccus they stand 
arranged and ticketed as materials towards a 
course of lectures, an article of review, or an 
evanescent volume.” 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS, 


Approbed. 


[It should be understood that insertion in this listis not a 
mere announcement: it expresses approbation of the works 
enumerated,—not of course extending to every particular, but 
an approbation of their general character and tendency.) 


Home Study. Examination Questions for Bible 
Scholars and Catechumens in the Gospel Narratives: 
Consisting of One Hundred Lessons as arranged in 
the Treasury Harmony of the Four Eyangelists By 
Rozert Mimpriss, Author of “The System of 
Graduated Simultaneous Instruction,” &e., &c. 


London: Varty and Owen. 16mo., pp.193. Price 
1s. 6d. 


The Eclectic Review. August, 1853. Contents: 
I, On Specimens of Natural History. II. The 
Kingdoms of Central Africa. III. The History of 
Trial by Jury. IV. Russell’s Tour in Ceylon and 
India. V. Chesterton’s Autobiography. VI. 
Stroud’s Greek Harmony of the Four Gospels. VII. 
The Grenville Correspondence. VIII. The Turkish 
Question. Brief Notices—Review of the Month 
—Literary Intelligence, &., &e. London: Ward 
and Co. 8v0.,pp.127. Price 1s. 6d. 


The Christian Treasury : Containing Contributions 
from Ministersand Members of Various Evangelical 
Denominations. August, 1853. Edinburgh: John- 
stone and Hunter, 8vo., pp. 240. Price 6d. stamped. 


Motherless Mary and the Better Home. 
JANE. London; 
pp. 84, 


By Juuia 
Houlston and Stoneman.  24m0.,, 
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AMERICA. 
THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Anniversary of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society was of the very deepest 
interest. Its receipts Jast year were forty- 
five thousand dollars, and thus fiye thousand 
more than at any previous year.—Christian 
Chronicle. 


—— 


THE NEW YORK RECORDER, 


The Rey. M. B. Anderson, who has been 
for more than three years the editor of this 
respectable paper, announces that having 
been called in the providence of God to 
another sphere of labour his connection with 
the Recerder now ceases. Respecting its 
future prospects he writes thus :— 

‘“The undersigned is happy to say that 
the Recorder passes into the hands of gentle- 
men whose names and past history are a 
pledge that it will continue to increase in 
influence and character, in a ratio surpassed 
in no period of its history. The new pro- 
prietors have the entire confidence of the old. 
‘They have energy, capital, and talent, all of 
which will be devoted to the service of 
Christ’s cause in connection with the paper. 
Rey. S. S. Cutting needs no introduction 
to the patrons of the Recorder. He has been 
identified with its history. The undersigned 
entered into Mr. Cutting’s labours; Mr. 
Cutting will now enter into his, His past 
labours in New York, and his late engage- 
ment in connection with an able contempo- 
rary journal, the Watchman and Reflector, 
have, by the confession of all, given him 
rank among the ablest editors connected with 
the religious press, 

‘Rev. Dr. Beecher has sustained relations 
to the Baptist denomination, fas a distin- 
guished and successful pastor in the cities of 
Portland and Albany, which make him 
equally well known and worthy of confidence. 
His entire time and strength, both as a 
writer and a man of remarkable organizing 
and statistical powers, will be given to the 
paper. 

“The principles of the Recorder have 
been substantially uniform in the past ; they 
will continue unchanged in the future. 
With a cordial love for baptist principles 
and histery, with distinguished ability, indus- 
try, editorial experience, financial power and 
skill, united in its present management, the 
public may confidently expect a paper of 
the very highest class.” 

VOL. XVI.—¥OURTH SERIES, 


THE COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM. 


Is the subject of increasing discussion, and, 
on the part of the Roman catholics, an object 
of growing and determined hostility. The 
latter certainly is not without reason, if, as is 
stated in the current number of the Christian 
Review, “ninety per cent. of the children of 
catholics that attend these schools are lost to 
the Roman church.” The effects of this 
numerous and influential body are now, it 
seems, in an extensively organized and most 
vigorous manner, directed, not to the further 
modification, but to the overthrow of the 
system of common schools, their demand 
being that they shall have their proportion of 
the school rate and endowments, in order to 
train their own children in their own way. 
Should they succeed in this object, which, 
from their large numbers in some of the states 
seems not unlikely, the fundamental principle 
on which the common school system exists 
will be abandoned, a considerable portion of 
it practically overthrown, and the remainder 
brought into imminent peril. This state of 
things naturally occasions much anxiety 
among those who regard the common school 
system as the basis of “ Americanism,” or 
republican’ sentiment ; and it is certainly, as 
the writer of an article on the subject in the 
Christian Review admits, “a somewhat 
singular coincidence” that it should have 
arisen “just as the popular educational 
institutions” of America ,“ are beginning to 
attract the attention and win the respect of 
enlightened men in the old world.” We hope 
some enlightened men in the old world “ will 
be wise enough to learn from it that all is not 
gold that glitters. 


ASIA. 
CONVENTION AT MAULMAIN. 


Twenty-one missionaries were ‘present at 
an assembly held at Maulmain, in the month 
of April. Committees reported on twelve 
subjects which were taken into considera- 
tion :— 

1, On the relative importance of the differ- 
ant modes of evangelization, such as oral 
preaching, schools, books and tracts, &c., 
2. On the different modes of preaching, as 
zayat, chapel, and street preaching, preaching 
from house to house, and itineracy. 3. On 
schools, from the primary to the theological, 
and, particularly, the expediency of teaching 
English. 4, On a pastorate for the native 
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churches, 5. Onthe occupancy of Rangoon, 
Bassein, and other stations. 6. On the state 
and claims of Maulmain, as a Burman, 
Peguan, and Karen station. 7. As to the 
best location of the press, and the number of 
printing establishments. 8, On the state and 
claims of the Tavoy and Mergui stations. 9. 
On the state and claims of the Arracan 
Mission. 10. On the preparation and distri- 
bution of books and tracts. 11. On native 
assistants, their qualification, appointment, 
distribution, supervision and support. 12. On 
the expediency of Karen missionaries labouring 
in Burmah during the rains, instead of teach- 
ing or writing. 

A proposition from the board of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, based 
on a suggestion once made by Dr. Judson, to 
place a copy of the Burman bible in every 
considerable city and towu in Burmah, 
referred to the convention by the executive 
committee, was entertained and committed to 
aspecial committee. Special committees were 
also appointed to ascertain the expense re- 
spectively of the Burman and Karen schools 
at Maulmain. 

The fifth committee recommended five 
principal stations in Burmah Proper, besides 
Rangoon ; viz. Bassein, Henthada, 150 miles 
above Rangoon, Prome, 120 miles above 
Henthada, Pegu, sixty miles from Rangoon, 
and Shway Gyne, on the Setang river,— 
Bassein, Henthada, and Prome to have also 
Karen missionaries. This report had not yet 
been acted on. The seventh committee 
recommended that there should be but one 
printing establishment, and that, for the 
present, to be at Maulmain ; which was con- 
curred in without debate. 

Most of the time had been occupied in 
discussing reports from the first three com- 
mittees named. There was found to be a 
considerable diversity of opinion on these 
topics. The debates were free and earnest, 
but characterized by a fraternal and con- 
ciliatory spirit, The report from the first 
committee, after some consideration, was re- 
committed. That of the second, the chief 
point of debate in which was its opposition to 
controversial assaults on heathenism and its 
decided preference for the direct proclamation 
of the gospel, was adopted. But the chief 
diyergency of judgment was on the third 
report, upon schools,—inyolying the ques- 
tions, to what extent, for what purposes, and 
in what form, schools ought to enter into a 
system of missions,—the comparative utility 
of village, boarding, and normal schools, and 
the propriety of teaching English. The 
proper duties of missionaries’? wiyes came 
under discussion, upon a suggestion that the 
supervision of schools belongsto them. ‘This 
was strongly objected to, and the clause was 
stricken out, It was agreed, without much 
difference, that village schools should be for 
Christian communities and supported by the 


ASIATIC INTELLIGENCE. 


people themselves. More diversity of senti- 
ment and earnest discussion were elicited by 
the subject of boarding schools. The 


| conclusion was adverse to them in general, but 


with the exception of missions in which the 
missionary cannot reside among the people 
the year around, But the most ardent 
discussion, and one which was not concluded 
at the date of the letter, was on the propriety 
of teaching English ; some insisting on its 
utility and even necessity, others regarding it 
as involving great and manifest evils, with 
very doubtful advantages. 

Tt will be seen that the range of discussion 


| is wide, and that the questions are some of 


the most important that can arise in the 
missionary work. The decisions of the con- 
vention, though not final, but subject to review 
on the report of the deputation, will affect the 
interests of the missions for many years. 


KAREN ASSOCIATION AT BASSEIN. 


The first general gathering at Bassein, of 
pastors and churches connected with the 
Sandoway mission, convened on the 22nd of 
February last and continued the greater part 
of four days, It was an occasion of varied 
interest, painful in view of the sufferings they 
had endured, joyful in view of prospects in 
the future. Mr. Van Meter says:— 

After a year of so great and varied dangers, 
it was with no little anxiety that we listened 
to the statements of the pastors and elders as 
to the condition of their respective churches. 
Very few letters were brought, and the statis- 


| ties from some of the churches were collected 


with much difficulty. The subjects of educa- 
tion and missions were both brought before 
the meeting, and met with a hearty response 
from all present. A very interesting subject, 
and one which occupied a good part of the 
time, was the designation of a class of young 
men who have been studying for some years, 
several of them having enjoyed the advantages 
of the theological seminary at Maulmain. 
Some of them have been assigned to churches 
recently deprived of their pastors by death or 
otherwise, and the remainder will go out as 
missionaries. This is a new class of labourers, 
and we look forward to the results of their 
labours with large anticipations, 
There were present at the meeting thirty- 
two pastorsand five assistants newly appointed 
to destitute churches. The total number of 
churches is fifty, of assistants fifty-five, six of 
them engaged exclusively in the Pwo field, and 
two in both Pwo and Sgau. “Most of the 
others howeyer, are able to speak the Pwo, 
and all manifest a deep interest in the conver- 
sion of their Pwo brethren.” Twenty-eight 
families have “ recently begun to worship.” 
During the year 1852 there were baptized, 43 ; 
died, 141 (baptized), 119 (not baptized); 
cases of discipline seventeen, exclusions, ten; 
scholars 174. $f, 
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The number of scholars reported looks very 
small compared with the number of churches 
and assistants, but schools have been sustained 
in only some half dozen villages. We would 
probably have heard a much more encouras- 
ing report for the year, had the villages been 
spared the ravages of war. 


— 


CHINA, 


Astonishing intelligence from those im- 
mense unknown regions generally denomi- 
nated China, ha8 just burst upon the werld. 
The war which has for some years been 
waged against the emperor, by armies 
consisting partly of his own subjects and 
partly of independent visitors from the west, 
has been carried on so successfully, that it is 
evident that the imperial authority is likely to 
be subverted. But the most extraordinary 
fact is, that the invaders seem to be in 
possession of the Christian scriptures, and to 
profess attachment to the Christian faith. 
The probability seems to be, that, unknown 
to the rest of mankind, some nation or 
nations, thousands of miles to the west of 
Pekin, have had among them some portions 
of revealed truth, and an acquaintance with 
the principal facts of the evangelical history, 
and that now they are coming into contact 
with that strange people, who have always 
been averse to all whom they regard as 
* outside barbarians.” At present all re- 
spécting them is uncertain ; but the Supreme 
Governor is evidently bringing about extra- 
ordinary and unlooked-for changes of the 
most momentous character. ; 

The following is from the Caleutta Chris- 
tian Adyocate :— re 

“The last news from China is of an exciting 
character. The rebels, or, as they are now 
called, the insurgents, have captured Nankin, 
the second city of importance in the celestial 
empire, They have now in their hands two 
of the largest cities in the empire, they have 
under their influence the most fertile valley in 
the land, and are the masters of the great 
canal, and the important river, the Yang Se 
Ke, They have travelled from the far west, 
and haye in their progress subdued all the 
towns and cities in their course, until they 
have become the masters of Nankin ; and are 
only waiting, as they say, for a call from 
Heaven, to march direct on Pekin. The 
most extraordinary part of the recent intelli- 
gence is that which represents the insurgents 
as making a profession of Christianity in a 
protestant form. From private sources, we 
understand that they possess the scriptures, 
have daily prayers in the camp, they profess 
to believe in Jesus Christ, and have adopted 
the decalogue as part of their politico-religious 
ereed. They are determinedly opposed to 
Buddhism and idolatry in every form ; idols 
and temples meet with no mercy at their 
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hands ; and it is reported, that they have 
made wholesale slaughter of the Buddhist 
priests. They have discontinued the Tartar 
costume, and are the uncompromising op- 
ponents of all the habits and practices of the 
Manchoo dynasty. It is clear, that wé must 
receive the accounts both of their profession of 
Christianity, arid of the cruelties they aré said 
to have practised, ecwm grano salis ;— 
remembering that, with few exceptions; the 
reports concerning them must come through 
doubtful channels; or through the medium of 
their opponents, we mtist receive the state- 
ments in the public journals with some 
degree of caution. 

“We have, during the week, had an op- 
portunity of heating, from a gentleman who 
has resided twenty years in China, something 
about the rebellion and the insurgents, on 
which we have good reason to place reliance. 

“ Our informant states, that the rebellion 
began with a mere handful of people in the 
west; and that the parties with whom it com- 
menced were weary of the Tartar yoke. At 
the commencement, Christianity formed a 
small, if any part of their creed. The leaders 
were however joined by certain literary 
characters, who were dissatisfied with the 
treatment they had received at the hands of 
the Tartars. ‘These men had for some years 
been in the habit of visiting the protestant 
missionaries at their different stations, and 
especially the late Dr. Gutzlaff; to whom 
they especially resorted on account of his 
official connexion with the British Govyern- 
ment. The object of their visits was to 
inquire into the nature of the British Govern- 
ment and the character of our people, and 
also to became acquainted with the Christian 
religion, These literati have in some in- 
stances prolonged their visits for weeks 
together ; on their departure they carried 
with them the Holy Scriptures;-and stich 
religious and secular works as were to be 
obtained, _ It is supposed that these literary 
men haye been employed to draw up laws atid 
regulations for the insurgents, and that they 
haye embodied much of what they had learnt 
from the missionaries concerning Christianity, 
with the constitution adopted by the insur- 
gents. The reports of the proceedings of 
the insurgents obtained by a deputation of 
Chinese sent to visit their camp have been 
upon the whole favourable. Their moral 
code is reported as being very severe, opium- 
eaters, adulterers, &¢., being punished with 
death ; against the tse of opium they haye 
made a very determined stand, and they are 
equally the enemies of idolatry in every 
form. They believe themselves to be called 
by Heaven to overthrow the Mantchoo dy- 
nasty, and if nothing should arrest their 
progress, they appear to be ina fair way to 
accomplish their object. Our informant says, 
that there can be no doubt but that many 
haye joined their ranks from all kinds of 
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motives, and it is to be apprehended that 
much cruelty and oppression may have been 
practised in the course of their conquests ; 
and what civil war is free from such calami- 
ties. 

“The people generally have either sym- 
pathised with the movement or have re- 
mained neutral, The Chinese, as a nation, 
he states, haye very little, if any, regard for 
Buddism or any other form of religion ; and 
hence they do not object to the Christian 
views which the insurgent leaders have 
adopted. The only party? to whom the 
Chinese pay any real religious respect is 
Confucius, and therefore it is not improbable 
that the religious creed of the nation, should 
the insurgents obtain the aseendency, will be 
a mixture of Christian and Confucian doc- 
trines.”’ 

Specimens of the religious iiterature of 
these people have reached this country, and 
they are’so marvellous as to compel doubt, 
while we indulge hope, that they will prove to 
be genuine. The first two of the following 
extracts are from an ode for youth ; each line 
of the original containing five words and each 
verse four lines, 


On the Worship of God. 


“Let the true Spirit, the great God, 
Be honoured and adored by all nations ; 
Let all the inhabitants of the world 
Unite in hig worship morning and evening. 
Above and below, look where you may, 
All things are imbued with the Divine fayour. 
At the beginning, in six days, 
All things were created, perfect and complete, 
Whether circumcised or uncircumcised.” 


On Reverence for Jesis. 


“Jesus, his first-born Son, 
Was in former times sent by God ; 
He willingly gave his life to redeem us from sin, 
Of a truth his merits are pre-eminent. 
His cross was hard to bear, 
The sorrowing clouds obscured the sun ; 
The adorable Son, the honoured of heayen, 
Died for you, the children of men, 
After his resurrection he ascended to heaven, 
Resplendent in glory, he wields authority supreme. 
In him we know that we may trust, 
To secure salyation and ascend to heayen.”” 


“A Prayer for a Penitent Sinner :-— 


“J, thine unworthy son or daughter, kneel- 
ing down upon the ground, with a true heart, 
repent of my sins, and pray thee, the great 
God our Heavenly Father, of thine infinite 
goodness and mercy, to forgive my former 
ignorance and frequent transgressions of the 
divine commands; I earnestly beseech thee, 
ofthy great favour, to pardon all my former sins, 
and enable me to repent, and lead a new life, 
so that my soul may ascend to heaven ; may 
I from henceforth sincerely repent and for- 
sake my evil ways, not worshipping corrupt 
spirits (gods), nor practising perverse things, 
but obey the divine commands. TI also 
earnestly pray thee, the ereat God our 
Heavenly Father, constantly to bestow on 
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me thy Holy Spirit, and change my wicked 
heart ; never more allow me to be deceived 
by malignant demons, but perpetually regard 
me with favour ; for ever deliver me from the 
evil one; and every day bestowing upon 
me food and clothing, exempt me from 
calamity and woe, granting me tranquility in 
the present world, and enjoyment of endless 
happiness in Heaven : through the merits of 
our Saviour and heayenly Brother, the Lord 
Jesus, who redeemed us from sin. I also 
pray the great God, our Father, who is in 
heayen, that his will may be done on earth 
as it is done in heaven. That thou wouldst 
look down and grant this my request, is my 
heart’s sincere desire.” 

With much that is good, there is apparent- 
ly mingled much that is fanatical as well as 
much that is mysterious ; we must suspend 
our judgment, both as to the origin and the 
issues of the movement, till we receive fur- 
ther information ; but enough is certain to 
render it proper to look with reverent inter- 
est, at this portion of the extensive operations 
which* the : Most High is now carrying on 
among the nations, 


EUROPE. 
HESSE, 


A letter from Herr Beyebach, dated Hers- 
field, May 21st, contains the following in- 
formation :— 

‘Since we have had here a new landrath, 
we have been sadly oppressed and persecuted, 
Not only are we prohibited from holding 
public worship in our hired room, but we are 
sought out and disturbed in the most private 
places, 

“On Ascension day, May 5th, as I read 
the account of the Madiais from a paper of 
the German branch of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, ina garden, three policemen appeared 
and in the name of the law pronounced the 
assembly closed. They commanded us to 
separate, and spared no pains in looking for 
any meeting they might find in the town the 
same day. The next Sunday they were 
quite as active, but we had betaken ourselves 
to the woods where they did rot discover us, 
only we were suffering from the cold very 
much, ; 

“On Easter-day we were sought for again 
with all diligence, but they only found some 
of our people from a distance visiting those 
in town. Even this they would not suffer, 
and disccurteously constrained the country 
friends to withdraw. A policeman who 
came to my house the day after, found here 
a woman with an open hymn bock in her 
hand, and would have it that we were hold- 
ing a religious meeting ‘This person has a 
religious book in her hand, therefore it must 
be a religious meeting.’ These inquisitions 
forced us again to mect in the open air, But 
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the weather is milder now, we had the blue | standing the late hour, the good people where 
sky for a roof, the sun for a chandelier, the | we were would spread the news and by twelve 


green trees for walls, and a beautiful moss 
carpet under our feet. God abundantly 
blessed us, but in the afternoon an extra- 
ordinary heaviness weighed on my heart as I 
thought how people claiming to be Christians 
in a Christian country would not suffer the 
servants of God to meet for his honour, and 
yet allowed so much vice to grow around 
them unreproved. Surely they thus withhold 
the blessing of God from their country. 

“Yesterday I had to appear before the 
landrath, who wisked to represent that these 
meetings of ours were open rebellion, because 
we could not abstain from holding them at 
his bidding. He said he had the right to 
bring us all before a court-martial, but that 
he would forbear for this once, as he had not 
heard usaccused of anything evil, and we were 
orderly, yet he assured me that he should 
instruct all the officials to look after us 
strictly, and that if we could not leave of 
assembling together, he would have us all 
brought before a court-martial for the next 
offence. 

“ The same day we were obliged to send in 
through the burgomaster’s office a specifica- 
tion of all the resident members of our 
church, none of whom are to meet together 
for the purpose of worshipping God, under 
penalty of a fine of three thalers commutable 
to eight days’ imprisonment. The police are 
commissioned to examine every one quoted 
on the list, and to report of its correctness. 
Our hope is in the Lord who will not forsake 
his own, whether in prison or permitted to 
remain free. We commend ourselves to the 
intercession of those who love the Lord 
Jesus.” 

In a letter received since the above, Mr. 
Beyebach reports a visit to Hilburghausen, in 
Saxony, where he baptized five. While he 
was gone out to the baptism, a gend’arme 
entered the house to hinder him, on which 
account he dared not return thither. He 
greatly regrets that no open worship can be 
held there, so greatly do the people long for 
the pure word of God. 


PRUSSIA. 


We rejoice to be able to communicate such 
an encouraging letter as the following, from 
Elbing, written by Herr T. Penner. 

I started with my brother to visit the 
brethren at Furstenau and Dirshau. At the 
former place I held several encouraging 
meetings, and found some persons who had 
been brought near to the kingdom of God 
through tract distribution. , At the latter 
place, they told me of the awakening at 
Schoneek and urged the desirableness of my 
going thither. We arrived at ten o’clock, 
p. m. and were heartly welcomed, Notwith- 


o’clock, about thirty persons were assembled 
to hear the word of God. _I was obliged to 
forget my long journey and fatigue and preach 
to them. After the service many spoke of 
their great longing to be received into our 
community. We appointed the approaching 
sabbath as a day for personal intercourse 
with these dear ones, that we might become 
acquainted with them, and know their faith 
and experience. We met again at nine 
o'clock on Saturday night,and on Sunday, aided 
by three friends from Dirschau, we examined 
the profession and conduct of the inquirers, 
The result was the acknowledgment with joy 
of twelve as fit candidates for the baptism 
which they so much desired. 

The administration of the ordinance of 
baptism and the feast of the Lord’s supper 
following, of which the newly received partook, 
made a good impression on all present, and 
we hope that many more will soon be added 
to us. 

Two persons have been baptized in 
Pobethen near Konigsberg in Sambaude, two 
more from Furstenau, and others in various 
places are applying for admission. 

The Lord saith, ‘ Enlarge the place of thy 
tent and let them stretch forth the curtains of 
thine habitations; spare not, lengthen thy cords 
and strengthen thy stakes.” 


SCHLESWIG. 


In Schleswig, four of our brethren and a 
friend who were found speaking together with 
an open Bible on the table, were condemned 
to imprisonment. Having suffered this 
penalty they were further required to pay 
the costs, amounting to about forty dollars. 
As almost all are very poor and were net in 
circumstances to pay their share of this sum 
it falls entirely upon brother Pearce. We 
relate the simple facts believing that every 
impartial person will form his own opinion 
of them rightly. We believe that those who 
from love to the Saviour have so sympathized 
with the Madiais will not he indifferent 
towards their brethren here. 

We do not think the king of Denmark 
wishes this oppression to be practised on his 
baptist subjects, for in Denmark _ itself 
religious liberty prevails, but Schleswig has 
its own separate administration. 


HOME. 
EDENBRIDGE, KENT. 

On July 12th the foundation stone of a 
free communion baptist chapel, was laid by 
Apsley Pellatt, Esq., M.P. 

Mr. Stanford, deacon of the church, gave 
out a hymn, and prayer was oitered by the 
Rey. J, A. Chamberlain, independent, and a 
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suitable and animated address by Mr. Pellatt 
on the free and happy institutions of our 
country and the encouraging prospects of 
the Christian church. 

The singing was accompanied by several 
instruments, and produced a cheering effect 
by the river side, and over an open country. 


the present chapel, Mr. Pellatt in the chair, 
when devotional and other services were con- 
ducted by the Rev. Messrs. Swinbourne, 
minister of the chapel, Grigz of Dormansland, 
Chamberlain of Westerham, and Glanville of 
Bessels Green. W. Dickenson, Esq., pre- 
sented fifty pounds to the building fund, 
piously acknowledging the blessing of divine 


Providence on his efforts as a Christian | 


tradesman, and urging all present to set apart 
as God had prospered them, for the progress 
of the kingdom of Christ. The weather was 
delightfully pleasant, and a numerous and 
respectable company partook of the religious 
and social enjoyments of the day, 


GREAT YARMOUTH. 


Towards the close of last year, the church 
assembling near the Church Square, Great 
Yarmouth, had its attention directed to its 
present pastor. He came to reside amongst 
them at the beginning of the present year, and, 
in the spirit of faith and prayer, devoted 
himself to the work of endeayouring to raise 
the denomination from its wretched condition ; 
for this purpose, in addition to the regular 
services in the chapel, he engaged in preaching 
in season and out of season, in cottages, and 
to the sea-faring portion of the population in 
the town. God was graciously pleased so far 
to own his efforts that the congregation 
greatly increased, and, within ten weeks after 
his settlement, the church resolved to make an 
effort to improve the place of worship :—the 
arrangements of the interior of which were 
of the most inconvenient kind, while the 
entrances and approaches to it were vile in the 
extreme, After the most strenuous exertions, 
sufficient funds were obtained to justify the 
commencement of the good work, and at the 
close of the first sabbath in May, the chapel 
was shut up for this purpose. 

On Thursday, July 28th, it was re-opened 
for divine worship, when two excellent 
sermons were preached by the Rey. G. 
Gould of Norwich, and the Rey. James 


Webb of Ipswich, the opening services were, 


continued on the following sabbath by the 
Rey. John Webb of Worstead. The chapel 
has been repaired throughout, and by. the 
alterations comfortable additional sittings 
have been provided} for about one hundred 
and seventy persons. The cost of the 
alterations has been about £270, and 
including £50 from S. M. Peto, Esq., M.P., 
about £165 have already been raised. This 
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expenditure is exclusively of £150, which has 
been raised upon mortgage for the repair of the 
adjoining fproperty, and the purchase of two 
cottages which hide the chapel from the street, 
and which it is intended to pull down as soon 
as they have by their rentals paid for their 


ty. | purchase. 
A public meeting was afterwards held in 


WINDSOR. 


At the baptist chapel, Victoria Street, 
Windsor, services were held on Lord’s day, 
July 24, and Tuesday, July 26, to celebrate 
the extinction of a debt of more than £2000. 
Two sermons were preached on the former 
day, by the Rey. S. Lillycrop, and one on 
the latter by the Rey. J. Brown of Reading. 


BLUNHAM, BEDS. 


The Rev, W. Abbott, formerly of Weth- 
erden, Suffolk, after supplying twelve months, 
has accepted a unanimous and cordial invita- 


| tion to the pastorate, from the baptist church 


Blunham, Beds. A seryice was held on 
Tuesday evening, July 26th, when, after the 
devotional parts, in which the Rey. J. 


| Hawkins of Wilden engaged, and the usual 


questions were replied to, the Rey. J. Norris 
of Swavesey, Cambridgeshire, gave affectionate 
and faithful addresses to the pastor and church, 
the former from “ Feed the church of God ;” 
the latter from “Encourage him;” which 
were listened to with much interest and profit, 
and proved to be a truly refreshing season 
from the presence of the Lord. 


NEW QUAY, CARDIGANSHIRE: 


On the 9th of August, at two in the after- 
noon,a conference was held in this populous 
little town, when the Rey. T. Griffiths, minister, 
of the place, presided ; at six in the evening 
public service was introduced by the Rey. J.D. 
Thomas, Blaenffos, and two impressive sermons 
were delivered by the Revs. J. Havard, 
late of Neath, and E. Thomas of Cardigan. 

On the following day, the chapel being too 
small to hold the congregation, a stage was 
erected in a timber yard, for the accommoda- 
tion of the fministers, and at ten in the 
morning the service was introduced by the Rey. 
J. Nicholas, Bangor, and three evangelical 
sermons were delivered by the Revs. J. 
D. Thomas, Blaenffos, J. Jenkins, Newport, 
and J. Williams, Abarduar. _ The afternoon 
service was introduced by the Rev. J, Jenkins, 
Newport, and sermons were delivered, two in 
Welsh, and one in English, by the Revs, 
J. Nicholas, Bangor, J. Havard (late of 
Neath), and E, Thomas of Cardigan. At 


| Six In the evening, two sermons were delivered — 


by the Revs. J. Jones, 


Zion chapel d 
J. Willams, Abarduar, Thedini 


All the meetings 
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were Well attended. |Collections were made 
towards liquidating the debt still remaining 
on the chapel. 


—— 


UPPER NORWOOD. 


The late calamity at the Crystal Palace, 
by which twelve men were hurried into 
eternity, has produced a deep and solemn 
impression in this neighbourhood. The event 
was improved on Lord’s day the 21st August, 
at the baptist chapel, when Joseph Tritton, 
Esq., preached a suitable sermon to an over- 
flowing congregation of workmen and others 
who assembled on the occasion. 

The church and congregation are making 
a collection for the widows and families of the 
sufferers, 


BROMSGROVE. 


The Rey. Robert Aikenhead, late of Beck- 
ington, in the county of Somerset, has ac- 
cepted the unanimous invitation to the 
pastorate of the ancient baptist church at 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, which was origi- 
nally formed about the time of the Common- 

_wealth. Mr. Aikenhead commenced his stated 
labours on the second sabbath in August. 


NEWCASTLE, 


The Rey. Isaac Davies of Cupar Fife, 
having accepted the unanimous call of the 
church at Newcourt, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 


entered on his pastoral duties there on the 


third sabbath in August. 
STOCKPORT. 


The Rey. James Martin, B.A., has resigned 
his connection with the church at Lymington, 
and accepted a unanimous invitation to be- 
come the pastor of the church in Greek 
Street, Stockport. 


WEEKLY TRACT SOCIETY. 


The committee of the above society, have Te- 
cently appointed to the office of corresponding 
Secretary, Rowland Elliott, Esq., who for the 
period of ten years has held an appointment 
in the corresponding department of the 
National Provincial Bank of England. 

Mr. Elliott has for upwards of five years 
past sustained the office of honorary editor 
of the society’s publications. 


HORTON COLLEGE, BRADFORD, 


PROPOSED REMOVAL OF THE INSTITUTION, 


The annual seryices connected with the 
commencement of the session were held in 
Westgate chapel, on Wednesday, the 3rd 
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instant, the president, the Rey. Dr. Acworth, 
in the chair. At the general meeting of 
subscribers in the afternoon the report was 
presented by the Rev. S. G. Green, B.A. 
This document referred in the first instance 
to the lamented illness of the president, 
whose health, however, as we are happy to 
learn, promises to be soon perfectly reinstated, 
Five students had left the institution, two for 
the ministry at home, one for missionary work 
in Ceylon, one to pursue his studies at 
University College, London, and one had 
resigned from ill-health. The number of 
new admissions for the session was also five, 
thus keeping up the complement of twenty- 
seyen. ‘Ihe reports of the examiners spoke 
very favourably of the progress of the students, 
and the general state of the institution. The 
college had been affiliated with the university 
of London, and Mr. James Davis, one of the 
students, had matriculated in the first class. 


| The funds showed a slight decline, owing 


principally to the illness of the president, 
upon whom the burden of providing ways 
and means had mainly devolved. ‘There was, 
however, a balance still in hand. The report 
urged very strongly the provision of additional 
help in the professorial department, asessential 
to complete efficiency, and appealed for this 
purpose to the liberality of the friends of the 
institution. An increase in the library was 
also much needed. Here the president him- 
self had made a commencement by the dona- 
tion of more than a hundred volumes of 
modern and yaluable theological works. 
Reference was made in conclusion to the 
locality of the college, as growingly unsuitable, 
from the densely populated manufacturing 
neighbourhood that has sprung up around it. 
The adoption of the report, the appointment 
of the committee for the ensuing year, and 
other resolutions were sustained by the Reys. 
W. F. Burchell, A. Stalker, J. P. Chown, 
B. Evans, W. Walters, 5. Green (of London), 
J. Barker, and Messrs. J. Cooke, J. Wheldon, 
W. Chapman, Mr. Illingworth, J. Town. 
In the course of the proceedings, formal 
notice was given by the secretary in the name 
of the committee, according to the require- 
ment of the trust deed, that at the next 
annual meeting of the society, a proposition 
would be submitted to dispose of the college 
premises, with the view of removing to a 
more suitable locality. ‘This notice was re- 
ceived with loud cheers. A sub-committee 
was then appointed, consisting of the trustees 
and officers of the institution, together with 
several influential gentlemen from different 
parts of the county, to make arrangements, 
procure plans, &c., in order to removal. It 
may therefore now be fairly anticipated that 
a successful effort will be made to raise the 
institution, in all respects to a position more 
worthy than heretofore, of the growing num- 
bers, wealth, and intelligence of the north of 
England churches. 
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In the evening, after devotional exercises 
by the Rev. I. Lord, of Ipswich, the Rev. 
Joseph Davies of Arnsby preached to the 
students and a numerous congregation from 
the words, “I was determined not to know 
anything among you save Jesus Christ and 
him crucified.’ The sermon was clear, 
forcible, earnest, and in a high degree impres- 
sive, especially in the parallel which the 
preacher drew between our own country and 
Corinth with its polish, wealth, and intel- 
lectual culture, and the inference, most 
felicitously urged, that the manner of pre- 
senting truth adapted to the one must also 
be suited to the other. The affectionate 
energy with which the youthful aspirants to 
the ministry were warned not to forsake “the 
simplicity which is in Christ” for any modern 
novelties and pretences, will long be remem- 
bered by those addressed. At the close of 
the service a liberal collection was made for 
the benefit of the institution, 


THE ANTI-STATE-CHURCH CONFERENCE, 


A {special meeting of the council of the 
Anti-state-church Association was held at the 
offices of the Association in London, on the 
27th of July, for the purpose of {making 
preliminary arrangements for holding the 
third Triennial Conference. Mr. Miall, M.P., 
occupied the chair. The proceedings were of 
a business character, and, therefore, not of a 
nature to be reported at length, but the fol- 
lowing may be given as embodying the results 
of the meeting. Tuesday, the lst of Novem- 
ber, was fixed upon as the date of the Con- 
ference, which, it is expected, will occupy 
three sittings, but conclude on the second day, 
when a soirée is to be held. The metropolis 
was decided to be the most suitable locality, 
though an opinion was expressed, that, on a 
future occasion, it will be desirable to select 
one of the large towns in the north. The 
building in which the sittings will take place 
was left to the decision of the committee. 
After some discussion it was resolved, that 
the Conference should be composed of dele- 
gates appointed by public meetings, public 
societies or bodies, congregations and local 
committees, and also by written nominations, 
It will not be necessary that the parties 
attending should be connnected with the As- 
sociation, the only condition imposed heing 
an agreement in the society’s fundamental 
principle, and in the propriety of organized 
effort to obtain for it legislative sanction. 
The expenses of the delegates are to be 
defrayed by themselves, or their constituents; 
and the expenses of the Conference by a 
subscription entered into at the time. It was 
recommended, that, where practicable, dele- 
gates should be appointed at public meetings, 
to be held in the month of October, the 
Committee arranging to send out deputations, 
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| A strong desire was expressed that efforts 


should be made ‘to secure the attendance of 
influential gentlemen who have not hitherto 
connected themselves with the movement, 
there being a readiness to introduce such 
modifications in the society’s plans as may 
remove objections without departing from its 
object, or depriving it of its present unsect- 
arian character. The meeting was occupied 
four hours in the consideration of the various 
points raised. 


PROPOSED MISSIONARY CONFERENCE. 


A circular bearing the signatures of Joseph 
Angus, D.D., president of Stepney College, 
William Arthur, secretary of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society, T: R. Brooke, rector of 
Ayening, Gloucestershire, has come into our 
hands, explaining the purposes of a meeting 
which is to be held in October next. It is 
as follows :— 

“The fact that a real unity in the funda- 
mental truths of Christianity exists between 
the various evangelical protestant churches, 
which differ in the details of church polity, is 
happily recognized and evidenced to a very . 
considerable extent by the missionaries of 
these different bodies, and by the secretaries 
of the several missionary societies. But it 
must be evident to every thinking Christian, 
that there yet remains great want of unity 
among the body of supporters of missions ; 
and that the awakening a deeper interest in 
each other’s plans, and a more lively sym- 
pathy for their mutual success would result 
in more prayer to God, and a more extended 
love for the souls of men. 

“ At the conference of Christians of differ- 
ent nations, held in London, in 1851, a pro- 
posal to convene a missionary conference of 
the members of the various evangelical mis- 
sionary societies, was hailed with an expres- 
sion of cordial satisfaction; but unforeseen 
circumstances have hitherto prevented its 
being carried into effect. The British Organ- 
ization of the Evangelical Alliance was invited 
to take the initiative in the matter ; and they 
have arranged to hold a preliminary confer- 
ence, in connection with their own annual 
conference, at London, during the first week 
in October, of this year. 

“Tt is, however, distinctly understood, that 
Christian brethren attending the preliminary 
conference, will not thereby pledge themselves 
in any degree to the principles or membership 
of the Evangelical Alliance. 


“It is proposed that this preliminary con- 
ference should be conducted as follows:— 

I, Devotional exercises. 

II. Opening paper read, or address given. 

III. Consideration of the best plan of 


preparing for, and conducting the ecumenical 
conference, 
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IV. Condensed view of the entire mis- 
sionary efforts made by British Christians. 

V. Free interchange of sentiments on the 
intelligence thus given. 

VI. Concluding devotional exercises, 

“ The objects are,— 

I, The promotion of a missionary spirit 
in the heart. 

II. The encouragement of mutual interest 
in, and prayer for, the plans of all engaged 
in the missionary cause. 

III, The manifestation of the real unity 
which exists between all evangelical pro- 
testant churches. 

IV. An interchange of sentiments for the 


promotion of the most effectual methods of 


conducting the missionary work. 

V. The circulation of authentic intelli- 
gence, comprising the entire efforts made by 
protestants for the evangelization of the 
world. 


“The proposed method of conducting the 
conference is that it should consist of two 
kinds of meetings. 

I. Conference meetings, consisting of— 

Devotional exercises. 

Paper read, or address given. 

Hearing what has been done. 

Considering the difficulties which have 
arisen. 

Considering the remedies which can be 
applied. 

IT. Public meetings— 

For the diffusion of intelligence of the 
entire exertions of protestant missionary 
societies in the various parts of the world.” 


ASSOCIATIONS, 
DEVON. 


Thirty-six churches are comprised in this 
association :— 


Appledore .. — Williamson 
Ashwater .. W. Pearse 
Ashburton... Dore. 
Bampton .. W. Walton 
Barnstaple.. S. Newman 
Bideford.......- B, Arthur 
Bovey Tracey . W. Brook 
Bradninch..... C. Baker. 


.W. Cutcliff, 
.M. Saunders. 


Budleigh Salterton -T. Collins. 
Christon... eieeeeeees 
Collumpton . or ...U. Foot. 
Combmartin .. ..»W. Davey. 
Crediton... fe 

Croyde J. Hunt. 


CulMstOck <<. .2-...es+e0e G. Brockway. 
Exeter, South Street 
Bartholomew Street G, Cole. 
Mepiocamnaantemusncts® R. P. Cross. 
1. W, E. Foote. 
E. Tuckett. 
J. Wheeler, 


Hemyock 
Honiton..... 
Kingsbridge .. 
Lifton...... 


Modbury ... G. West. 
Newton Abbot he 
Ringmore ....... «A. Foster. 
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«J. W. Blackmore. 
.T. Pulsford. 
.C. Marchant. 


South Molton ’............ 
Sta Mill eseccssos 
Stoke Gabriel : 


Thorverton . 

ALVELUO. vepencdchs Recseetevers E. Webb, 
Torrington. .«.D. Thompson. 
Torquay .... ane Carto, 
Uffculm ,.,. vase 

Yarcombe ........006 Spcaccenon !..H. Lockyear. 


The annual meeting was held at Honiton 
on the 14th and 15th of June, 1853. Mr. 
Foote of Honiton was chosen Moderator. 
Messrs, Saunders and Cole preached. The 
Cireular Letter is on “Eminent Godliness 
Essential to the. Prosperity of the Churches 
of Christ.” 


Statistics. 
APUIZET: earesnoceacvssess eeceroetins 98 
Received by letter 26 
Restored crovesserses Socseouore sous . 12 
—. 138 


Removed by death 
Dismissed 


Ooscecese 


Wxcluded) Arevseceveecenees 


— 106 
Clear increase..........000 weereccsecoesveeses Om 
Number of members.. + 2204 
Sunday schools ..... 5 ye 
Sunday scholars ........ . 2889 
Sunday School Teachers - 393 
Village Stations........... saeeccre OY 


The next meeting is to be held at Barn- 
staple on Wednesday and Thursday after the 
second Lord’s day in June, 1854. 


WELSH WESTERN. 


The annnal meetings were held at Peny- 
bryn and Aberstwyth, on May 31st, and June 


Ist, 7th, and 8th. 

Pembrokeshire Statistics. * 
Baptized......... SSoposenococtianooacne. wl) 
Restored ..... Resagdtes ‘ ie 
Received by letter ... 

BXClUAGA., ..0.csressocrvessoosscests 
Pd sersees= 
Dismissed .....+.00+ 

Clear iNCLease ..ccccccorcssesssesersccionees 


Carmarthenshire Statistics. 


Baptized......ceree0 
Restored 
Received by letter 


tooreacecsrecces 200 


» 105 


£xcluded .. 
Died 
Dismissed .. 


Clear increase sercooreeseee 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE, 


Forty-two churches are comprised in this 


association. 
Accrington sssseee sereeeee Ce Williams. 
Ashton-under- Lyne. 


Bacup, Ebenezer...... eased A 
Irwell Terrace ........ seaeeeG, Mitchell, J. Howe. 


Blackburn, ee eae ih ond 
Bolton .. sees ease 
Burniey.. 


ie ols C. Etheridge. 
+, Evans, 


37 
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Burslem..ssecvessersercssssevevnee 
Bury ..... ‘ ..J» Harvey. 
Chowbent 
Cloughfold.. 
Colne ...0+0+- 
Coniston 
Crewe cS 
GOOdSNAW .ecvceserecsecersseee nes J. Jefferson. 
Haslingden, Pleasant-streetJ, Blakey. 


LW. E. Jackson, 


.R, S. Frearson. 


EDCMCZEY seesesiseecescosevtes J. Bury. 
Heywood .. Gt 
Hill Cliffe .A. Kenworthy. 
Fnskip Dias .J. Compston. 
Liverpool, Myrtle-street ...H. 5. Brown. 
Pembroke Place .........+6+ C. M, Birrell, 
War Bs tiateehed ss dovtoat ters veh cay S. Jones, 
Manchester, York-street ...R. Chenery. 
Oxford-Road  .......-..0000 F. Tucker. 
Grosvenor-street-east......D. M. Evans. 


Wilmot-street Hulme ... 
Northwich {.. .T. Swinton. 


Ogden ..... daz 

Oldham..... J. Birt. 
Oswaldtwistle . J. Harbottle. 
Padiham ........ J. H. Wood. 
Pendle Hill J. J. Owen. 
Preston ....... Sen 
Ramsbottom. :P. Prout. 
Rochdale .. .W. F. Burchell. 
Salford ....... ...H. Dunckley, 
Stalybridge . wed. Agh. 
Stockport .... . 

Sunnyside .... .A. Nichols. 
Tottlebank isis. :T, Taylor. 
Wigan, Lord-street........... W. Ellison. 


The annual meeting was held at Burnley, 
May 18th and 19th, 1858. Rev. J. Birt 
was chosen moderator. Brethren D. M. 
Evans, and D. Griffiths preached. Rev. 
H. Dunckley read the Circular Letter which 
he had prepared, on “The Importance of 
Veracity as a Christian Virtue.” 

Amongst the resolutions passed were the 
following :— 


That this Association has heard, with peculiar 
gratification, of the intention of the Committee of 
the Baptist Missionary Society, to strengthen and 
extend the mission of the denomination in India; 
and, as its doing so must depend upon a consider- 
able enlargement of sympathy and support from the 
churches, the ministers and messengers present 
pledge themselves to a prompt and faithful effort in 
furtherance of the important object contemplated by 
the society. 


That this Association deems it right, at this 
juncture, to renew its most decided protest against 
slavery; to denounce it as, in its opinion, subver- 
sive of the rights and happiness of man, as well as 
opposed to the divine authority ; to sympathize with 
the efforts which are being made to procure its ex- 
tinction, and to express its earnest hope that ere 
long this glorious object will be achieved, 


That this Association regards the results, as to 
the progress of education, as brought out by the 
census of 1851, with gratification and encouragement, 
showing that progress to have been fourfold greater 
than that of the population, mainly attributable to 
the relf-reliance of the people, and the success of 
the voluntary principle; that it would be impolitie, 
on the part of Government, to interfere with these 
natural and salutary operations; that to do so in 
the manner proposed by her Majesty's Government, 
would not only vastly augment the unconstitutional 
power and patronage of the Committee of Council, 
but would prove a tearful source of municipal dis- 
cord in corporate towns, a grievous wrong to the 
proprietors of private schools, would ultimately 
crush all independent voluntary effort for the sup- 
port of congregational schools, and yery seriously 
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extend the teaching of religion by the agents and 
resources of the state. 


Statistics. 
Baptized. ctv. cccads.vedesteenssvievss 2Ve 
By letter... 127 
Restored 
Removed by death .. aoe Oe 
Dismissed ........0- 82 
Excluded ... » EL 
Withdrawal vagcrecasecsts nent tuner 31 
. — 261 
Clear increase......... aoeenbectad iooeetes see (158 
Number of members 4873 
Sunday scholars... 11623 
Sunday school teachers:. 3 Lalo 
Village Stations.........sscccccessessresenese 48 


The next meeting of the Association will be 
held in Salford, on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
June 6th and 7th, 1854, : 


RECENT DEATHS. 


MR. JAMES SIMS. 


The baptist church at Paulton, Somerset 
has been called to experience the loss of its 
senior deacon and oldest member by the un- 
tiring hand of death. On the 23rd of May 
last, Mr. James Sims of Welton, Midsomer 
Norton, departed this life aged sixty-eight 
years. In early life the grace of God reached 
his heart, and made him “a new creature in 
Christ Jesus.” The experience of that new 
creation he publicly professed by being bap- 
tized, on the 20th of November, 1808, and 
uniting himself with the church at Paulton. 
Shortly after he was chosen to fill the office 
of deacon; until the day of his death he held 
that office, and by the exercise of mature 
judgment, strict integrity, and consistency of 
deportment, “purchased to himself a good 
degree.” For many years he occupied a 
farm at Radford ; within the last two or three 
years he removed to his own estate at Welton, 
and though each place is more than a mile 
distant from the place where he worshipped, 
his attendance on the means of grace was 
constant, and in all that concerned the wel- 
fare and prosperity of the church he exhibited 
a lively interest. Many years since, he fol- 
lowed his beloved wife to the grave. He has 
also had to mourn the loss of a daughter, and 
about two years since he deeply mourned the 
death of a beloved son, whose widow and 
three children also mourn that loss, The 
disease which terminated Mr. Sim's life at- 
tacked him some time in the fall of last year. 
The church was then without a pastor, which 
he deeply felt, and often expressed his desire 
that one might be settled over the church 
before he died. That desire of his heart was 
granted in April last. After that time he 
began rapidly to sink, and frequently his 
sufferings were so extreme as entirely to 
prostrate his mental as well as physical 
powers, and prevented his friends’ enjoyment 
of spiritual conversation with him, At inter- 
vals he was able to express his entire depend- 


HOME INTELLIGENCE. 


ence on Jesus, and his cordial resignation to 
the will of God. On one oceasion he said to 
the writer, “If I had not sought Jesus before 
[ could not do it now, my pains are enough 
to contend with. I cannot rest upon any- 
thing but Jesus, and shall be thankful if the 

‘hour of release soon comes.” When that 
hour drew nigh he appeared quite uncon- 
scious, and after lying in that state a day or 
two, gently fell asleep in Christ, leaving no 
doubt his spirit ascended 


““To the quiet of the skies, 
To the sabbath of our God.” 


A son and three daughters mourn a father’s 
loss ; but not lost, only gone before them, 
and each of them having yielded themselves 
to God are preparing to join those loved ones 
gone before. The death of our late brother 
was improved by the writer’s discoursing to a 
large congregation on the ninth chapter of 
John, last clause, 27th verse, ‘‘ Will ye also 
be his disciples?” “The memory of the 
just is blessed.” 


Paulton. H. W.S. 


MR, J. LANG. 


The baptist church meeting in Blackburn 
Road chapel, Accrington, has just been 
bereayed of one of its deacons, by the death 
of Mr. Joseph Lang. The deceased was born 
in November, 1791, and brought up by his 
parents to attend the established church ; but 
about the year 1812 he was induced to attend 
the baptist chapel, soon after the settlement 
of the Rev. John Edwards, now of Toxteth 
Park, Liverpool, The word was blessed to 
his conversion, and he was baptized and 
received into fellowship in April, 1813. Ofa 
warm and sanguine temperament, he entered 
with earnestness into the efforts made by the 
church to extend the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
frequently accompanying his pastor in preach- 
ing excursions, to destitute places within a 
circle of two or three miles of Accrington. 
He was also engaged as a sabbath school 
teacher, and subsequently discharged the 
duties of superintendent with great efficiency. 
In 1823 he was chosen to be a deacon of the 
church ; and in the discharge of the duties 
of that office, he was ever anxiousto be guided 
by infinite wisdom, Perhaps his most dis- 
tinguishing characteristic, was his fervent 
attachment to the means of grace, and this 
he showed by his regular attendance both on 
the services of the sabbath and the weekly 
and other meetings ; from the former he was 
scarcely ever absent, and the claims of an 
extensive business were but seldom permitted 
to prevent his attendance at the latter. He 
was remarkably robust and healthy, till the 
winter of 1841-2, when he had asevere attack 
of sickness, from which he never thoroughly 
recovered; and though after his partial 
recoyery, he continued for several years to 
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attend to his aceustomed duties, it was 
manifest to all, that he had lost a considerable 
portion of his former energy. About five 
years ago, his declining health compelled him 
to relinquish his business ; and his strength of 
constitution may be inferred from the fact, that 
that length of time has been required for a most 
excruciating and distressingly painful malady 
to bring him to the grave. During his long 
illness, the religion which in health had been 
his delight, was his unfailing support. He 
was enabled to cast himself with confidence 
on the mercy of God in Christ, and to 
acquiesce in the wisdom and goodness of God 
in his long afiliction. He sometimes expressed 
a wish that he might be enabled to magnify 
the grace of God in his dying moments ; but 
this was not permitted, for the last few days 
he was quite incapable of conversation ; and 
during the last day he only spoke once. He 
expired at one o’clock on sabbath morning 
July 3rd, thus exchanging the toils and pains 
of earth, for the sabbath of the skies. 


REY. J. CAMPION. 


On the 22ndof July, the Rev. J. Campion, 
baptist minister, of Little Brington, North- 
amptonshire, dropped from his chair as he 
was sitting in his house after dinner, and died 
almost immediately, without giving the least 
token of consciousness. His death was pro- 
duced by the rupture of a blood-vessel of the 
brain. 


REY. D. CURTIS. 


The pastor of the baptist church at 
Homerton, after serving it seventeen years, 
was removed by death occasioned by paralysis, 
on Tuesday the 26th of July, in the fifty-fifth 
year of his age. He was buried at Kensall 
Green on Monday, August 1, 1853. “ Blessed 
are the dead that die in the Lord,” 


MR. B. TURNER. 


Died, August 12th, 1853, at Mitcheldean 
Common, Gloucestershire, Mr. B. Turner, 
farmer, aged eighty-three years. He had 
been a member of the baptist church at 
Ryeford, near Ross, Herefordshire, for sixty- 
three yearsanda deacon for thirty-six years. He 
has left three children to mourn the loss of a 
parent revered by themselves and respected 
by alarge circle of friends, for the consistency 
of his character and the steadfastness of his 
principles as a nonconformist, a baptist, and 
a Christian. While he loved the truth and 
held it with firmness, he also loved all who 
loved the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 

His end was in harmony with his life. He 
did not experience the ecstacies which some 
have felt, but his soul calmly reposed on its 
Divine Redeemer, and he died in peace, and 
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inhope. Notlong before his departure he said, 
“T have nothing to do but to die.” 

On Lord’s day morning, August 21st, his 
death was improved to a crowded audience 
(numbers being unable to gain admittance 
into the chapel), by the Rev. S. Walker, 
pastor of the church at Ryeford, from Rev. 
xiv. 13. 

In the removal of Mr. B. Turner the cause 
of Christ has sustained a great loss. May the 
Head of the church raise up others to supply 
his place. 


MR. OWEN 


Died on Tuesday, August 16th, at Edg- 
baston, Birmingham, in the ninetieth year 
of his age, Mr. Owen Johnson. For nearly 
seventy-two years he was an esteemed 
member of the baptist church, Cannon Street, 
Birmingham, and for nearly thirty-nine 
one of the deacons of that church. 


JOHNSON. 


MR, GREEN. 


Mr. John Green, of Coseley, Stafrordshire, 
was a deacon of the baptist church meeting 
in the Darkhouse chapel, beloved by his 
fellow members, and respected by a large 
circle of friends in the neighbourhood. He 
was moreover, in the true sense, a member of 
theuniversal church of Christ. Hissympathies 
were with the religious movements of the day, 
and his purse was open to assist them. It is 
not therefore inappropriate that his name 
should find a place in this magazine, where 
many of the worthies of the church who haye 
died in faith have obtained a good report. 

His death was improved by the pastor of 
the church from 1 Tim. y. 15, words selected 
by himself. The following extracts will 
place before the reader a few of the prominent 
features in his character. 

“Tt were needless that I should dwell on 
the circumstances of the birth and youth of 
our departed friend, you are better acquainted 
with them than I. Judging from the early 
influences under which he was trained, and the 
make of his mind, I should suppose that his 
manner of life from his youth up to the time 
of his conversion was morally correct, though 
lacking that religious motive-power which 
afterwards became the ruling force in his soul. 

“One little incident in the history of his 
early experience which had an influence on 
his conversion is worthy of notice, as it shows 
that a train of useful reflections may be 
begotten by a, so esteemed, trifling cireum- 
stance, and that he had an impressible mind. 
Having attended the house of God on one 
occasion, in company with his mother, he had 
to leave her at the close of the public service, 
as she, being a communicant, had to remain 
with the people of God who were about to 
commemorate the dying love of the Saviour, 
As be retired thus separated by circumstances 
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from her who had hope in Jesus, he thought, 
‘What if my mother should be found at the 
right hand of God, and I attheleft? It was 
a good improvement of the event. Itought to 
be remembered that many pious mothers will 
be found at the right hand of the Saviour, and 
their sons at the left. 

“In May, 1812, our beloved brother was 
baptized in this place by Dr. Draper, the then 
pastor of the church. From the character of 
his mind, it would not be very venturesome 
to conclude that he shrank from this act of 


| consecration long after he ought to have con- 


fessed Christ, not from fear of any man how- 
eyer but himself. Though we do not commend 
this hesitation, it grows out of an element of 
mind greatly useful in preserving the feet from 
falling. Many a confident soul has made a 
rush at the crown of life, without a doubt of 
his own heart, and has made shipwreck 
of faith and a good conscience; while our 
beloved brother who laid hold timidly on 
the promise of eternal life, and feared that he 
should be a castaway, repaired therefore the 
more frequently to the fountain where defile- 
ment is washed away, and kept nearer to that 
shelter where an almighty arm begirds the 
feeble saint. For more then a quarter cfa 
century he has filled the office of a deacon 
amongst you, having been chosen to the 
deaconship in 1825. How steadily, and 
honestly, and sympathizingly he carried out 
the duties of the office, you know well. 

“Tf I have not misread his character in the 
short time I have known him, I think you 
will recognize the following traits of his 
Christian life. 

“ He had humble views of himself before 
God. He lay before his footstool as unworthy 
of a glance from his eye. Had he been with 
Isaiah when he saw;the divine glory, he would 
have wished for the seraphim’s wings that he 
might hide his face before Jehovah. 

“ He clung tenaciously to the gospelmode of 
salvation. Hesaw in that plan the perfection 
of the divine wisdom and love. He clung to 
the cross of Christ as the last hope of man. 
‘“* Not imputing their trespasses unto them,” 
was the only principle of treatment that could 
give him hope. 

“ He had athoroughly honest ming. Integ- 
rity and uprightness preserved him. His first 
question was—what is right? From the infir- 
mity which belongs to man he might mistake. 

“ With this honesty there was blended a 
spirit of sympathy with the sorrows of his fellow 
creatures, especially with his fellow Christians. 
God had prospered him in his worldly affairs, 
and to do good and communicate he did not 
forget. 

“ Whether he gave in proportion to what 
God gave him, I cannot-say, but his sym- 
pathies both with the cause of God and the 
necessitous wasmanifested to an extent beyond 
what is frequently considered sufficient. It 
has been pleasant to hear the testimony of the 
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widow and the sorrowful to the sympathy of 
him who has been taken from your midst. 
“Nor did his benefactions always come 
immediately from his hand. The ministers 
of this place in their visits of mercy have often 
been able to relieve the needy through his 
liberality. Knowing that they were more 
frequently called into scenes of sorrow than 
other men, he kindly and regularly furnished 
them with the means of responding to those 


appeals which a minister’s heart knows not | 


how to resist, but which his purse often knows 
not how to meet. 

“ Tn his sickness his faith was rather reposing 
than triumphant. The image of his faith was 
not a saint of Peter’s type rejoicing with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory, but rather of 
the man who stands on the margin of eternity 
with Jesus in his arms, the object of his trust. 

“Christ to him was not a vision of glory 
beckoning him away, but an immovable rock 
on which he had planted his feet. 

“When doubts arose, he quieted them by 
placing before his mind the grace and ability 
of the Lord Jesus. These, as they find 


Fea] 


expression in some of the hymns of the sanc- | 
| among whom is a king of the Persians whose 


tuary, seemed to give him great consolation. 


‘Looking back upon a period of his affliction | 


running through many months, he said, ‘ [have 
enjoyed religion during my illness more than 
I did in a time of health.’ 

‘*The closing scene was aremarkably quiet 
one. His life ebbed away so slowly, so 
gradually, that the precise moment of his 
departure, could with difficulty he determined. 

*‘ There was scarcely a last struggle. 
force of life ceased, and the machinestood still. 

** One gentie sigh his fetters broke, 
We-scarce could say, ‘ he’s gone,’ 
Before the willing spirit took 
Her place before the throne.” 


“So fades a summer cloud away, 

So sinks the gale when storms are o’er ; 
So gently shuts the eye of day, 

So dies a wave along the shore.” 


COLLECTANEA. 
DISCOVERIENS IN ASSYRIA. 


The report of the council of the Asiatic 
Society, May 21st, announces the continued 
efforts of the French and English discoverers 
in Assyria during the past year. Vaulted 
passages, colonnades and chambers full of 
yaluable relics, testify to the skill and energy 
of the French explorers, and a large collec- 
tion of cylinders, tiles, ornaments, vessels of 
beautiful workmanship in agate, marble, and 
cornelian, form the nucleus of an Assyrian 
museum at Paris. The labours of our 
countrymen have also been attended with 
great success. In one letter Colonel 
Rawlinson gives an account of a bronze lion 
discovered at Nebbi Yunus, bearing the 
inseription, ‘ Esarhaddon, King of Kings, 
Conqueror of Misr and Cush:’—(Egypt and 
Ethiopia.) Colonel Rawlinson has at length 
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received the long-expected cylinder from 
Kila Shergat ; a splendid document consist- 
ing of 800 lines of writing, which contains 
the bulletins of Tiglath-Pilesur I., and is at 
least 200 years older than any other 
document yet discovered. Having fairly 
entered upon a period anterior to the glories 
of Nineveh and Calah, Colonel Rawlinson 
says he does not despair of ascending up to 
the institution of the monarchy. The writing 
of this inscription of Tiglath-Pilesur is better, 
the language more polished, and the gram- 
matical distinctions more nicely marked, 
than in the later legends. The capital city, 
Assur, is of course the Allassur of Genesis, 
of which Arioch was king, and the Telassur 
of the Targums which is used for the Mosaic 
Resen. He considers the site of Nineveh to 
be determinately fixed at Nebbi Yunus, 
Calah at Nimrud, and Resen at Kila Shergat. 

A slab of Sennacherib’s recently found at 
Nebbi Yunus is of much interest : it contains 
an account of two campaigns, later, apparently, 
than those chronicled in the annals; one 
against Merodach-Baladan, and the other 
against the confederated kings of the East, 


name is unfortunately lost. Colonel Rawlin- 
son expresses himself delighted at the splendid 
field now opening out in the examination of 
the débris of the royal library. Here he has 
found fragments of alphabets, syllabaria, and 
explanations of ideographic signs, also a table 
of notation with the phonetic reading cf the 
signs, elaborate dissections of the Pantheon, 
geographical dissertations explaining the 
ideographs for countries and cities, designating 


' their products, describing their positions. 


{he principal Asiatic rivers and mountains 
arealso given. ‘There are treatises on weights 
and measures, divisions of time, points of the 


| compass, and lists of stones, metals, and trees ; 


also what appear to Le veritable grammars 
and dictionaries. The whole collection gives 
a curious insight’ into the state of Assyrian 
science.—Literary Gazette, June Ath. 


IRISH NATIONAL EDUCATION, 


The theories of State Educationists have 
received “a heavy blow and great discou- 
ragement ” in the failure, after many years of 
apparently successful trial, of the Irish 
National Education system, Jor years past 
a strong and united minority of Protestants, 
chiefly connected with the LUstablished 
Church, have held aloof from the National 
system, and adopted a course of separate 
instruction, ‘The Church Education Society 
has been frowned upon by politicians, but 
supported by the clergy. It has also mana- 
ged to secure some portion of State support 
in aid of its own organization, Still the 
National system went on promisingly, and 
seemed to derive only greater éc/at from’ the 
assaults of its Orange adversaries, But the 
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citadel which was impregnable to outer 
enemies is likely to fall through internal 
disunion. The much-eulogized Secular sys- 
tem has in truth long been more a name than 
a reality. The Romish priesthood have been 
brought to acquiesce in it only by being 
allowed to pursue their own course—so that, 
in point of fact, the “ National ” schools have 
for some time past been simply Roman 
Catholic. When the uncompomising Dr. 
Cullen succeeded to the mild Dr. Murray as 
the Pope’s representative, the doom of the 
“ National” system was sealed. Intolerance 
reared its head not only in every school-house 
where the priest could exert an influence, but 
in the councils of the Irish board of National 
Education. Books diseountenanced by Ro- 
mish prelates have now been prohibited, and 
the last result has been the breaking up of 
the Board by the resignation of Archbishop 
Whately, Mr. Blackburn, and Mr. Baron 
Greene. 

These facts supply theirown moral. We 
see in them how dangerous it is to estab- 
lish a vast system of State agency which the 
course of events or the revival of dormant feel- 
ing may at any time subvert — how hopeless, 
and, in the end, how unsuccessful, are all 
attempts to anticipate the natural laws of 
progression, or to substitute a manufacture 
for a growth. . Ireland has been pointed to 
as an example of what State Education could 
accomplish on the most unlikely soil. We 
have been directed with triumph to the suc- 
cess of an unsectarian plan of teaching in the 
midst of rival priests and wrangling sectaries. 
Alas ! the seeming union has turned out a de- 
lusion. A change in the policy of the Vati- 
ean, anti-Papal agitation in England, and the 
incessant assaults upon the Irish priesthood, 
have fanned the smouldering embers of 
Catholic disaffection into a flame, and consu- 
med the handywork of Whig and Tory states- 
men, -The Irish Acteon has been devoured 
by his own dogs. Let England take warning 
at the fate, and discountenance all theories of 
State Education, however plausible-—Non- 
conformist, 


HIPPOLYTUS. 


We are informed that there is on the eve 
of publication a work entitled ‘* Hippolytus 
and the Christian church of the third century ; 
with an analysis of the newly discovered 
Greek manuscript, and a translation of all its 
important parts;” by W. Elfe Tayler, author 
of ‘“Popery ; its character and crimes.” 
—Journal of Sacred Literature. 


GODWIN’S PHILOSOPHY OF ATHEISM. 


That it should, in this age and country, be 
deemed needful to lecture against atheism, 
is a lamentable thing, and would have seemed 
to us a work of supererogation, but from facts 
which have lately come to our knowledge, 
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and which have painfully convinced us that, 
between the practical atheism of brutal 
indifference among the lowest, and the half- 
reasoning atheism of the better class, the 
disbelief in even the being of God is far more 
prevalent among the working-classes especi- 
ally in manufacturing towns, than many would 
readily believe. When this is the case, 
lectures such as these, founded in natural 
theology, are necessary and important. Dr. 
Godwin has presented the most convincing 
evidence from this source in a compendious 
and attractive shape; and the book cannot 
fail to be useful in satisfying many whose 
faith has been shaken, and in assisting those 
who come in contact with such people to 
grapple with such argumentsas they are able 
to produce. Thisis of very great importance, 
for the atheist is confirmed in his unbelief when 
he finds that the believer is unable to answer 
him adequately ; and the sense of this in- 
ability is calculated to depress, if not to shake, 
the believer himself—Journal of Sacred 
Literature. 


ANGUS’S CHRIST OUR LIFE. 


The life, deeds, and death of our Lord are 
well and clearly, and somewhat critically 
stated ; and with the facts are connected, 
with much skill and power, the doctrine and 
the instruction in righteousness which belongs 
to them, or may be deduced from them. To 
do this in some way might be very easy, but 
to do it in thismasterly manner is only possible 
to a ready hand and a well-furnished mind. 
It seems to us that, for general and popular 
use, this form of conveying a knowledge of 
Christian doctrine is far better, because more 
impressive and interesting than any other— 
the fatigue which the unstudious mind soon 
feels in the contemplation of abstract truths, 
being relieved by personal incidents, by 
general information, and by the contempla- 
tion of the most exalted character that was 
eyer seen upon the earth. 

The work before us is an admirable 
specimen of this efficient mode of teaching ; 
and we could not exactly point to any book 
we would sooner put into the hands of a 
partially instructed person, young or old, 
whom we might desire to see well grounded 
in the knowledge of the Christian verities. 
The simplicity and plainness with which these 
are stated, so as to become distinct to the 
apprehension of even obtuse intelligence, is 
far from being a mark of superficialness. It 
is rather the triumph and perfection of close 
study and laborious thought.—Journal of 
Sacred Litrature, 


MR. SHERIDAN KNOWLES, 


The Glasgow Constitutional states that 
Mr, Sheridan Knowles preached in Ardbeg 


chapel, Rothsay, on sabbath se’ennight, to a 
crowded congregation, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


— ee 


INSTANCE OF CHRISTIAN MAGNANIMITY. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My prar Srr,—Looking over some old 
manuscripts, I found a letter written by the 
great and good Abraham Booth to one of his 
members, nearly half a century since. I 
have the original, and it runs thus :— 


(Copy-) 

“My Curistian Frienp,—I take the 
first opportunity of acknowledging that, in 
my treatment of you yesterday, there were 
some improprieties, which, on reflection, I 
cannot but condemn, and on account of 
which I am yery sorry. Oh for the meekness 
and genileness of Christ! But, as I mean 


you, I conclude, and remain, 
6‘ My Christian friend, 
“ Your unworthy pastor, 
“ ABRAHAM Bootu. 
*‘ Chamber Street, 
* August 26, 1805.” 


The underlining is in the original. The 
amiable and kind heartedness of the man 
shines out pre-eminently. But even this is 
eclipsed by the chastened Christian temper, 
so tenderly alive to the possibility of having 
said that which should wound the feelings or 
cause uneasiness of mind to one of the mem- 
bers of the church. One can but admire the 
noble spirit which seeks the very earliest 
opportunity, not only to acknowledge a fault, 
but to condemn it in himself whilst he ac- 
knowledged it ; and, at the same time, with a 
deepened spirit of humility, he implores, “ Oh 
for the meekness and gentleness of Christ ! ” 
On reading this, the thought forcibly occurred 
to my mind, Is there not here a lesson from 


which all perhaps have somewhat to learn, | 
anda state of heart and disposition of mind | 
that certainly all would pray to cherish and | 


to practise ? 


‘The letter was given me after the death of | 
tude of all friends of voluntary education. 


the husband (a Christian brother and friend 
I much loved) of her to whom it was 
written ; and I can add the occasion was felt 
by the individual to whom the “ treatment ” 
refers only as the free expression of her 
pastor’s views on a matter of opinion trivial 
in itself, but on which it seems the good man 
himself afterward felt he had done that 
which he thought calculated to wound the 
feelings. If you, sir, think that the dead 
may yet speak to the edification and profit 
of those who live, you will perhaps give this 
a place in your magazine. 
I am, dear Sir, 
Yours very sincerely, 
Witttam Bowser. 


| instructive. 


| 
| 


| even in unfavourable circumstances. 
| spring, it was the general opinion that what- 


' not worth while to make any effort. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


We congratulate our friends on the with- 
drawment of Lord John Russell’s Educational 
Bill. It has been ostensibly deferred to 
another session ; but we hope that it will not 
be again brought forward. Several members 
of the cabinet have appeared to be sensible of 
the weight of arguments against it which 
were urged in private interviews, and the 
opinion is certainly spreading that education 
will prosper most if left to the voluntary 
energies of the people. The success of the 
opposition to this measure, whether it prove 
temporary or permanent, is encouragiug and 
It illustrates the power of a 


to take an. early opportunity of calling upon | small number of earnest and talented men 
fo} | 


to arrest the progress of baneful legislation, 
In the 


ever else might fail, the educational bill was 
sure to be carried. It was believed by many 
that resistance was so hopeless that it was 
The 
number of those who gave themselves heartily 
to the preservation of educational freedom 
was exceedingly small; yet having principle 
to sustain them, and to urge on the govern- 
ment, they have succeeded. Several mem- 
bers of parliament rendered valuable service ; 
but it is just to specify two other individuals 
who have laid the community under great 
obligation. Mr. Morley, treasurer of the 
Congregational Board of Education, and Mr. 
Hinton, Secretary of the Baptist Union, ex- 
erted themselves with indefatigable zeal and 
admirable discretion, day after day and week 
after week, till the triumph ‘was secured. 
Having ourselves taken a subordinate part 
in the consultations, just enough to enable 
us to form an estimate of the value of the 
services of others, we feel bound to speak of 
the tact, the judgment, and the perseverance 
which these two gentlemen evinced; and which 
have entitled them to the esteem and grati- 


The meeting of the Kirehentag for the 
present year is to be held at Berlin, on the 
20th of the present month. Among the 
subjects put down in the programme of this 
important meeting for discussion is the 
following : “The conduct to be pursued by, 
the church towards separatists and sects, 
namely, baptists and methodists ;” and Dr, 
Snethlage of Berlin, one of the royal 
chaplains, and one of the highest ecclesiastical 
dignitaries, is appointed to prepare a paper 
on it. This circumstance shows clearly that 
the supreme authorities in church and state 
are both active and anxious in relation to the 
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practical question, and that they attach 
considerable importance to its satisfactory 
solution. It has for some time past been 
evident that the principal opposition to the 
concession of freedom of worship has lain with 
the clergy, and on this ground additional 
importance attaches to the discussion which is 
about to take place. The committee of the 
Baptist Union have regarded the occasion as 
so interesting and critical that they have felt 
it their duty to their brethren in Germany to 
request their secretaries, Dr. Steane and Mr. 
Hinton, to attend the meeting of the 
Kirchentag on their behalf, not in the 
expectation of their being permitted to take 
any part in its proceedings, but in the hope 
of answering some valuable ends, which may 
be thus enumerated. In the first place, it 
may have an infiuence upon those who are 
hostile to our brethren, as showing them that 
the eyes of English people are upon their 
proceedings. In the next place, it will 
eertainly strengthen and encourage our 
brethren themselves in the arduous struggle 
they are called to maintain for truth and 
conscience. Jn the third place, it will aitord 
opportunity for acquiring a good deal of useful 
information as to the parties by whom our 
brethren are principally opposed. And, lastly, 
all this may turn to account in afterwards 
dealing with parties in this country, whether 
diplomatic or otherwise. Dr. Steane is already 
in Germany, and Mr. Hinton proposes to leave 
for Hamburgh on the 13th instant; both 
affectionately requesting the prayers of their 
brethren for their safety and success. 


Last month we thought it best not to say a 
word respecting the mission of a hundred 
ministers of various denominations to Ire- 
land, which had been publicly announced, 
and was actually commencing. We knew 
nothing of it but what we had learned from 
the newspapers ; we could not advert to it 
without some expression of our own opinion 
respecting it, which was very decided; we 
were certain that nothing that we could say 
would induce its projectors to modify their 
plan; and if we gave publicity to our views, 
it might appear as though we had done 
something towards the frustration of an enter- 
prise too bold and noble for our taste. It 
was with deep regret that we read in the Chris- 
tian Times the letter of a valued friend, in 
which the project was first developed ; be- 
lieving that it would certainly bring disap- 
pointment to those who engaged in it, and 
that it would increase the difficulties of those 
who are labouring to evangelize Ireland in a 
more quiet way. We were sure that the 
publicity and magnitude of the demonstration 
would be fatal to it, and we felt that the 
apparent connexion of the visitors with the 
established clergy would present them to the 
view of the Roman Catholic priests and peo- 
ple in the most objectionable aspect, as in 
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alliance with that system which they regard 
as the chief national grievance. Time has 
now shown that Treland was not prepared to 
receive in peace such an armament, though _ 
it was the intention of those who composed 
it to use none but spiritual weapons. It is 
now matter of notoriety that in some places 
fearful riots have been occasioned, and that 
the British ministers have with difficulty 
escaped alive. Before this undertaking was 
announced, our readers are aware that the 
Committee of the Baptist Irish Society had 
requested a few brethren to visit Ireland; 
letters which we have received from some of 
them, contained in this month’s Chronicle, 
will be read with interest. In perusing that 
of Mr. Birrell, who had himself thought that 
bolder measures than the agents of the Baptist 
Irish Society were accustomed to pursue were 
desirable,two things should be keptin mind ;— 
the first that the course the deputations should 
adopt was left entirely to their own discretion; 
the other that his letter was written before the 
landing of the hundred, though not before 
the priests were aware of the purpose. Had 
not the priests expected such a Visitation, 
though Myr. Birrell would have met with 
opposition, the opposition he encountered 
would have been less prompt and systematic. 


Tt affords us pleasure to find that the 
Baptist Metropolitan Chapel Building So- 
ciety, after encountering great difficulty in 
the purchase of sites for the erection of new 
places of worship, have succeeded in securing 
two which the Committee regard as eligible. 
One is in Westbourne Road, Islington, and 
and ‘one in Ramsbury Road, Camden Town ; 
localities in which we are informed that large 
and rapidly increasing populations exist and 
require chapel accommodation. It is ex- 
pected that in Ramsbury Road the founda- 
tions will be laid early in September, and 
that in Westbourne Road operations will 
commence as soon afterwards as possible. 


Many will learn with sorrow that the health 
of our venerable friend Dr. Cox is ina state 
which has led his medical advisers to forbid 
his preaching or engaging in any other active 
service for six months to come. All who 
know him will unite with us in wishing 
earnestly that at the end of that time he 
may he able to resume the useful occupations 
which have engaged him throughout his 
industrious and honourable career. 


The editor having removed from Chelsea. 
to 14, Middleton Road, Dalston, requests 
his correspondents to cease to address him at 
Smith Street, as heretofore. The best course 
to adopt with letters on public business when 
speed is desirable is, generally, to direct them 


to the Baptist Mission House, 33, Moorgate 
Street. 


» 
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LETTER FROM THE REV. ©. M. 


Galway, July 19, 1853. 

My par Str, 

I srr down to pen a few hurried 
words, as you desired, while our tour is 
yet in progress. As I find, however, 
most of my previous ideas of Ireland in 
a state of chaos, you must concede to 
me the right of altering or modifying 
any sentiments I may now happen to 
express, when we come to make our 
joint business report to the Committee. 

T crossed the Channel on Tuesday 
last, the mail steamer in which I em- 
barked on the previous day having put 
back in consequence of an accident to 
the machinery. I spent two days ex- 
amining some missionary operations in 
Dublin to which I will more fully advert 
after a second visit on our return ; and 
Mr. Brown having arrived on ‘Friday, 
after a dreadful passage, we proceeded 
together on the following day to Athlone. 

We were met at the station by Mr. 
Berry who conducted us to the inn 
where we had a quiet residence for the 
two days and a half of our stay. We 
found that he had advertised us to 
preach in his chapel on the following 
day, to which we willingly assented. 
Our hearts however went after the 
multitudes who would enter no such 
place, and we proposed that arrange- 
ments should be made for our preaching 
in the open air. It was concluded that 
Mr. Brown should in the morning pro- 
ceed to Moate, ten miles distant, and 
there, after preaching in the school- 
room, attempt to do so in the street ; 
while I was to remain and attempt to 
do the same thing in Athlone. Mr. 


Berry used his utmost exertions to 
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carry out our wishes, although he 
warned us not to anticipate success. ; 

It turned out that although the letter 
announcing that Mr. Brown should 
preach at Moate did not reach that 
place till seven on the Sunday morn- 
ing, the priest heard of it in time 
to charge the people at early mass 
neither “to molest nor to listen to the 
protestant.” They strictly obeyed his 
order, and although hundreds passed 
across the Square in which Mr Brown, 
supported by Mr. Berry and Mr. Thomas, 
took up his position, not one even 
looked towards the spot. In the most 
effective and polite manner possible 
their services were declined. My pro- 
ject, meanwhile, was reaching, although 
by a different process, a like conclusion ; 
for after I had engaged the attendance 
of the constabulary officers, and an- 
nounced at the close of the morning 
sermon in the chapel the place and 
time of the intended service in the open 
air, I found the members of the church 
so strong in the belief that there might 
be a riot, and certainly such confusion 
as would render speaking fruitless, that I 
thought it better, although with extreme 
reluctance, to accede to their advice, 
and relinquished my intention. I was 
afterwards told that a priest with a 
mob of about fifty persons were on the 
spot, probably cherishing a purpose 
which would have verified the worst 
anticipations. 

In the afternoon I walked out, in 
travelling costume, and presented tracts 
to several groups of persons whom I 


| joined in their walks, and in every in- 


stance was received with the greatest 
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courtesy. I had been told that tracts 
received in that manner are frequently 
torn to pieces immediately afterwards, 
but in several cases I saw them actually 
read. J asked a number of intelligent 
young men leaning over the parapet of 
the fine bridge which crosses the Shan- 
non, whether they were inclined to read 
a book which I could give them. 
“Ves,” said one, “if it isa novel.” “It 
is better,” I responded, “and if you will 
read it aloud these young men shall be 
judges.” He began, and with great pro- 
priety read the whole tract from begin- 
ning to end, after which they all listened 
respectfully to my enforcement of its 
lessons. It was the closest approxima- 
tion to open air preaching with which I 
could console myself that day. 

The population of Athlone, which 
forms geographically the heart of 


Treland, is now not more than six thou- | 


sand, the immense majority of whom 
are Romanists. As regards the pro- 
testants it seems to me that their reli- 
gious wants are more than provided for. 
There are two churches of the Establish- 
ment, and of chapels two Methodist of 
distinct sects, one Presbyterian and one 
Baptist. Our chapel, accommodating 
about one hundred persons, is a neat 
place, although, perhaps, rather remote 
from the populous part of the town. 
There were full congregations on the 


day we preached there, but from what | 


we could learn, there is no tendency on 
the part of the Romanists to frequent 
its services. With the exception of 
schools and house visitation, there is no 
instrument of even approaching the 
Roman Catholic mind. The schools to 
which I refer are the ragged schools, 
established by Mr. Berry about six 
months ago, in the face of great opposi- 


tion on the part of the priests. The | 


keeper of the inn at which we were 
staying lent him a room in his yard 
where he assembled, in the first week, 
fifty children, of the poorest class, giving 


_ and unsectarian education. 
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each every day a piece of bread, in 
order to keep them all day under super- 
intendence, and, in fact, to enable them 
to come at all. A number of priests 
headed by a bishop, an active young 
man recently sent from Rome, drew up 
in the streets to intimidate the children, 
but not succeeding in the attempt, they 
let slip the mob, who battered in every 
window of the place. Hven this was 
not sufficient, and they afterwards re- 
sorted to the payment of money to each 
child to induce him to desert. This 
affected the attendance materially, but 
the funds running low and a curse fol- 
lowing as a substitute, the little ragged 
troop came back, and has continued 
steadily ever since. On the day we 


| visited the school there were thirty 


boys and thirty girls in attendance 
under two well qualified teachers. A 
house has been taken for the operations, 
and all the expenses have hitherto been 
met by the town itself. Most efficient 
service has been rendered by two officers 
of the army, one of whom is connected 
with the garrison, and the other resi- 
dent in the neighbourhood. They came 
forward with money, and, above all, 
with personal exertions to secure for 
those wretched children a scriptural 
One of the 
clergymen, also, I am happy to record, 
in contrast to the conduct of the other, 
which I need not record, acted a noble 
part. When he heard that our brother 


| Berry was suffering from calumny and 
| violence, he came to the school-room in 


the inn-keeper’s yard, and said to him, 
“Now that you are persecuted for 
Christ’s sake, you must allow me to 
share it with you,” and taking a part in 
the teaching he helped on the work till 
the storm was over. 

Having spent Monday in examining 
these and several other schools, we came 
by a very early train on Tuesday morn- 
ing to this place, still cherishing the 
expectation with which we started, that 
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we could obtain Roman Catholic au- 
diences. We called immediately on the 
Presbyterian minister, Mr. Adair, who, 
although furnished with no introduc- 
tion but what we could give ourselves, 
received us with great kindness, On 
asking him whether there was any 
public room which could be procured 
for a public religious service, and re- 
ceiving his reply in the negative, we 
asked what would be the result if we 
preached in the open air. “Merely,” 
he replied, “that you would be torn in 
pieces.” This opinion was afterwards 
confirmed by Mr. Lewis, the agent of 
the Congregational Irish Mission, who 
more than a year ago, having begun a 
service in a market-place, was glad to 
escape without injury after uttering a 
few sentences. If the places to be 
visited by the ministers, under Dr, 
Steane’s scheme, are of the same temper, 
that enterprise will prove a disappoint- 
ment and a failure. 

On a full consideration of our position 


it appeared to Mr. Brown and myself 
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that our commission which embraced 
inquiry and preaching should be 
directed chiefly to the former ; which, 
indeed, in the present crisis of our 
society, is in a certain sense the more 
important of the two. We have deter- 
mined to proceed together as far as 
Clifden in Connemara, where I will 
remain for two days inspecting the 
schools, and other measures used in 
what is called the New Reformation, 
while my companion will go onwards to 
Ballina, there to preach for Mr. Hamilton 
and acquire information respecting the 
Presbyterian operations in Mayo. 

I propose to return to Galway, on 
Saturday, to preach next day in the 
Presbyterian church. Mr. Adair is to 
insert an advertisement in the news- 
papers inviting Catholics. We must 
look, however, under the divine blessing, 
to slower and quieter means. 


I am, my dear sir, 
Yours most truly, 
C. M. Brrrew. 


JOURNAL OF MR. BOWDEN OF HORTON COLLEGE, BRADFORD. 
See Chronicle for July. 


. The first sabbath after my return 

from England, May 15th, I preached in 
the evening at Conlig to Mr. Brown’s 
congregation, which I was glad to ob- 
serve had considerably increased since 
before I had been with them. : 

May 22nd. I conducted the services 
in Conlig, morning and evening. 
the evening Mr. Brown preached in 
Newtownards, in the house of one of the 
members of his church, where he had 


previously held a weekly evening ser-— 
committee, and having received a num- 


vice. 

May 30th. I preached in the same 
house in Newtownards, to an attentive 
congregation of about twenty-five per- 
sons. 


In | 


May 31st. Mr. Eccles not having re- 
ceived any reply from the committee re- 
specting me, I went to Portstewart, near 
Coleraine, to visit my mother, ready 
immediately to repair to any sphere of 
usefulness which, if I were employed, 
might be marked out. 

June 11th. I preached in a school- 
room in Portstewart, to a large congre- 
gation. 

June 13th. I received a letter from 
Mr. Brown, stating the kind grant of the 


ber of invitations to preach in that neigh- 
bourhood, I asked Mr. Brown, if he 
thought right, to allow me to stay, there 
for a short time. Mr. Brown thought 
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it would be well to remain one week, 
and then he requested me to visit the 
church at Ballymoney, as he had in- 
tended doing so himself. 

June 16th. I preached in a large barn 
in a village two miles from Portstewart, 
about a hundred and fifty persons were 
present. 

June 19th. I preached in a school- 
room in the country, three miles from 
Coleraine. The attendance here was 
also large. 

June 28rd. I preached in a barn in 
another part of the neighbourhood ; 
about one hundred persons were present, 

June 26th. 1 visited the church 
meeting near Ballymoney, nine miles 
from Coleraine. This church when 
Mr. Brown was in Coleraine he period- 
ically visited, and the members gave a 
small sum towards his support. It is 
in much the same state as when he left 
Coleraine; the members meet every 
sabbath, and having appointed one of 
their number to preside, they attend 
to the ordinance of the Lord’s supper, as 
do all the Irish baptist churches, every 
sabbath day. In the evening of this day 
I preached in a school-room which is 
occupied during the week by one of the 
members of the church. There is a 
good efficient day-school under the 
National Board of Education, and the 
teacher appears a very superior and 
pious man. 

June 30th. I again preached in the 
protestant school-room. Owing to its 
being a week evening and the people 
mostly employed, the attendance was 
not so large as before. 

July Ist. I returned to Conlig. 

July 3rd. I preached in Conlig in the 
morning, and in the evening in New- 
townards. 

July 4th. I went with Mr. Brown to 
Donaugadee, a large town five miles 
from Conlig. Mr. Brown having often 
made unsuccessful attempts to get a 
congregation in this place, we thought 
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it better to try and obtain access to the 
people by some other means. 

We had with us a large quantity of 
tracts, and while distributing them we 
found convened in one house about 
thirty young females employed in sew- 
ing. We asked liberty to read a chapter 
to them, and while they continued work- 
ing I read the twenty-fifth chapter of 
Matthew, and made such observations 
on it as I thought most calculated to 
awaken and lead to Jesus. Closing 
with a short prayer we left. 

In another part of the town we found 
an assembly of the same kind ; and they 
granting us liberty, I preached the 
same Jesus. This appears the best 
if not the only way of doing good 
in that town. ‘The girls are sent by 
their parents to such places, where, 
being under the care of an elderly per- 
son, to whom they pay a weekly sum, 
they accomplish more work than they 
would at home. 

July 10th. Mr. Brown being requested 
by the Methodist minister of Bangor (a 
town two miles from Conlig) to take 
part in an out-door service, I went in- 
stead, and two ministers and myself 
addressed the assembly, numbering about 
two hundred and fifty persons, seated 
on the grass. When this service was 
over, the Methodist minister of Bangor 
requested me to take his evening service, 
which I did, and preached to his con- 
gregation of about one hundred persons. 

July 17th. I preached in Conlig in 
the morning and in Newtownards in 
the evening. The meeting in New- 
townards was larger and more in- 
teresting than before. I have good 
hope that this may yet be a very im- 
portant station. A number of the 
members of Conlig church live in New- 
townards who take an interest in the 
cause, and others are induced to come 
and hear. 

July 24th. I visited a small baptist 
church in Dungannon, a large town 
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about thirty miles from Belfast. The 
church, however is small, owing, I doubt 
not, in part to the want of an efficient 
ministry, and also to the fact that it is 
surrounded by individuals and churches 
holding the views of Campbell of 
America. The baptist church has been 
in existence for many years, and not- 
withstanding all the opposition against 
which it has had, and still has, to con- 
tend, maintains its ground. Mr. Bates 
under the Baptist Irish Society at one 
time laboured in this place. 
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July 31st. Mr. Brown preached in the 
evening in Newtownards, and I occu- 
pied his pulpit in Conlig, the meetings 
in both places were similar to what they 
had previously been. 

The following day (Monday) I had 
to leave Ireland, as the college opened 
the first Wednesday of this month. 

May the Lord bless my weak en- 
deavour to the gathering in to his fold 
of those who shall be saved with a pre- 
sent and everlasting salvation ! 


LETTER FROM THE REV. J. BIGWOOD TO THE SECRETARY. 


Belfast, August 8th, 1853. 

My prEAR BRoTHER, 

Before leaving Ireland I will send 
you a brief statement of my movements 
in this country, hoping on my return 
more fully to state my impressions of 
men and things. I arrived here on 
Wednesday the 20th ult., and preached 
the same evening to about forty persons. 
Mr. Brown had announced that I should 
preach at Conlig on the Thursday even- 
ing, and as no service had been arranged 
for me by brother Bain until Friday even- 
ing, I went on Thursday morning to Con- 
lig. On my arrival I went into the school 
and examined the children in scripture 
history, grammar, and arithmetic, and 
was much pleased with their answers. 
There were eighty-four children present, 
forty-two boys and forty-two girls, clean 
and orderly. There were more than 
seventy persons at the evening service. 
On Friday I went to Banbridge, ad- 
dressed about thirty persons in the 
evening in a cabin just without the 
town, and on Sunday preached morning 
and evening to about eighty persons. I 
was much pleased with Mr. Bain and 
noticed with pleasure the respect in 
which he is held in the town, On 
Monday evening I preached at New- 


townards, in a room borrowed for the 
occasion, which was completely crammed; 
more than a hundred persons were pre- 
sent. It was a capital room in the 
centre of the town, and may be had for 
a yearly rental of £3, and I have 
advised Mr. Brown to take it, and com- 
mence a Sunday evening service. It is 
very desirable that as there are as many 
thousands living in Newtownards as 
there are hundreds in Conlig, and about 
a dozen members of Conlig church live 
in Newtownards, a regular service 
should be held in that town. On 
Tuesday I went to Magherafelt, and on 
Wednesday evening preached at Tub- 
bermore to about one hundred and fifty 
persons, and slept at Solitude. On 
Thursday I went to Coleraine, and 
returned to Belfast round the coast, 
with the scenery of which I was quite 
enraptured. Yesterday I preached here 
morning and evening. On the whole I 
have been much gratified with the state 
of the churches, and the brethren feel 
grateful for the visit. This evening I 
shall} preach at Carrickfergus which 
may prepare the way for a weekly visit 
from Mr. Eccles. My work in Ireland 
will then be completed, and I shall pro- 
ceed as soon as possible to Edinburgh 
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where Mrs. Bigwood awaits my arrival. 
T have seen Mr. Wilson, the person who 
was preparing for the ministry among 
the Presbyterians, but was baptized by 
Mr. Eccles. I am very much pleased 
with him, and he is a general favourite 
among our friends in the north of Ireland. 
He wishes to be engaged by the society, 
and I have promised to make known 
his wishes to the Committee, and have 
requested him in the meantime to 
preach at Conlig Sunday evenings, that 
Mr. Brown may make an experiment at 
Newtownards, before any alteration is 
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August 1st, 1853.—Visited the school at 
Moate, eight miles distant; visited a family at 
Kilbeggan, eight miles from Moate; baptized 
Mr. Booth at Rahue, twenty miles from 
Athlone; preached in the open air, Roman 
Catholics present; preached in the baptist 
chapel, administered the Lord’s supper, twenty- 
four communicants, congregation forty. 

2nd.— Visited Mrs, Baskin’s and Mr. Hogg’s 
schools, examined the scholars; visited three 
families; held a prayer-meeting in the chapel, 
twenty present, spoke from the twenty-third 
Psalm, the meeting refreshing, 

3rd.—Visited four families, one a Roman 
Catholic family ; went to Burreshill, county of 
Roscommon, preached in the evening from 
Matthew v. 2, 3, 4, twenty present, the gospel 
much appreciated here, the people have no one 
to preach for them but me; always rejoiced to 
see me, 

4th.—Visited six families to day, preached 
in the chapel in the evening, twenty present. 

5th,—Visited Miss Nash’s school, heard the 
class, visited three families, two of them Roman 
Catholics. 

6th.—Distributed tracts, talked in Irish to 
some persons in the market, and visited two 
families. 

7th.—Lord’s day, preached in the chapel at 
noon, and seven P.M., forty at both services, 
preached from John x, 27, 28. 

8th.— Visited Ferbane in the King’s County, 
ten miles distant; examined a candidate for 
baptism, visited twelve families, distributed 
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made in the services at Conlig. On 
this and other matters I shall have 
much to say when I see you. 

I met yesterday one of “ the hundred.” 
He had been driven out of Clonmel by 
a catholic mob and had retreated to 
Belfast. I am now going to call on 
him to learn the particulars. 

With affectionate remembrances to 
Mrs. Groser and your family, 


I am, dear brother, 
Yours faithfully, 


Joun Biewoop,. 


T. BERRY OF ATHLONE. 


forty tracts, preached in the evening from Jere- 
miah vi. 16, forty present, the people attentive, 

9th.— Visited Mrs. Baskin’s and Mr, Hoge’s 
schools, examined the classes, visited two 
families, prayer-meeting in the evening, de- 
livered an address from the first Psalm. 

10th.—Went to Shannon Bridge in the 
county of Galway, twelve miles distant; ex- 
amined a candidate for baptism, prayer and 
exhortation, arranged for preaching there. 

11th.—Visited Mrs, Baskin’s and Mr, Hogg’s 
schools, examined the classes, visited four 
families, preached in the evening in the chapel, 
eighteen present. 

12th.—Received a cheering visit to-day from 
Mr. Dowson of Bradford; along with him 
visited the four schools in the town, and visited 
also two families, and invited twenty families 
to hear Mr. Dowson preach, about eighty came 
to hear him, and we were all refreshed by his 
gospel sermon. 

15th.—Along with Mr. Dowson visited several 
poor people, some of whom received tracts from 
him. 

ldth.—Taught Sunday school from eleven 
till twelve, preached at noon from Colossians 
i, 19, forty present, preached at seven p.m. 
from Luke xiv. 23, forty-five present, 

15th.—Visited several families to-day on the 
Connaught side of the river ; much consolation 
at the house of a sick Christian, two Roman 
Catholics visited, spent the evening with a 


Christian friend. 
16th.—Visited the two schools, heard the 
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classes, interesting conversation with two 
Roman Catholics, made five religious visits, 
prayer-meeting in the evening, delivered an 
address from the 123rd Psalm, fourteen present, 
refreshed. 

17th.—Visited two families near to this; 
visited another on the way to Baylin, preached 
there in the evening, text Isaiah liii, 1, eighteen 
present, the people attentive. 

18th.—Visited two schools, heard the classes, 
visited three families, preached in the evening, 
eighteen present. 

19th.—Visited the four schools, examined 
the classes at Miss Nash’s, Mrs. Baskin’s, and 
Mr. Hogg’s, prayer-meeting in the evening, 
fourteen present, the meeting very fervent and 
devotional. 

20th.—Visited a sick Christian, prayer; 
visited an old Christian to whom I gave a 
pound, sent to me for him by Mr. Hall of 
Mereton ; visited a woman beaten by the priest 
for sending her child to school, to whom I gavea 
small sum to purchase tapes, pins, needles, as 
she carries a basket, supporting herselfby the sale 
of these articles, but latterly losing her custom- 
ers, given to me by Captain Graydon for her, 
distributed clothes to poor boys and girls given 
me for them by Miss Mason of Dublin, secretary 
of the Ladies’ Association, and by Miss Pretty, 
a member of Mr. Wills’ church of Ramsgate, 
now residing here. 

2lst.—Taught Sunday school from eleven 
till twelve, examined six candidates for baptism ; 
preached at noon from Job xvii. 9, forty-two 
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present, among whom were four Roman 
Catholics; preached at seven p.m, from I John 
iii. 8, forty-five present ; new members from the 
thirty-third Regiment came to see us this even- 
ing, the quarter-master offering his aid at schools 
and devotional exercises, one also from the 
Royal Artillery. “ Bless the Lord, O my soul!” 

22nd.— Visited a candidate for baptism, visited 
a sick friend, visited Mr. Hogg’s school, my 
wife having visited the female schools ; wrote to 
Mr. Groser, spent the evening with a pious 
family from Baylin, those in whose house I 
preach ; expected other friends to a social prayer, 
the great rain prevented their attendance. 

Thus, my dear brother, am I occupied, blessed 
with excellent health, and with the strongest 
confidence that God’s work is progressing, and 
that the truth must prevail. I proceed to give 
you a synopsis of the month up to this date 
from which you will see that I have made 
twenty-three visits to schools, that I have 
visited eighty-seven families, distributed sixty 
tracts, held six meetings for prayer, at which I 
have delivered short addresses, examined eight 
candidates for baptism, baptized one Christian, 
preached once in the open air, listened to by 
Roman Catholics sometimes, and preached 
fourteen sermons, the distance travelled to out- 
stations being one hundred miles, In addition 
to which I may add that I have another 
sabbath school entirely composed of Roman 
Catholics, taught in Mr. Hogg’s school-room 
by Mr, Hogg and my son, forty sometimes in 
attendance 
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THE MISSION FIELD. 
CHARACTER OF NATIVE CONVERTS IN BENGAL. 


Iv is interesting to observe that con- 
versions to the gospel of Christ have 
not been confined to any particular 
class or classes of the native population 
of Bengal. Not a few brahmins have 
laid aside the scarlet cord and submitted 
to the laws of our Great High Priest. 
Still more numerous have been the 
conversions from the writer caste. In 
the earlier period of the Serampore 
mission a very considerable proportion 
of converts was derived from the supe- 
rior castes, while in Jessore numerous 
additions to the church of Christ have 
been made from the 
population. Many wandering fakirs 
and sanyasis have staid in their pil- 
grimages at the cross, and have there 
found a Saviour; while of late years, 
in the southern part of the country, 
agriculturists and fishermen, in con- 
siderable numbers, have listened to the 
call of Christ. Thus the gospel has 
proved itself adapted to meet the spiri- 
tual wants of every class of Indian 
society. The intelligence contained in 
the sheet now in our reader’s hands, 
will show still further how widely rami- 
fied is the influence which Christianity 
is exerting on the masses of the popu- 
lation. 

It is, however, a matter of still 
greater importance to inquire what is 
the spiritual character of the converts. 
Obviously much of the future welfare 
of the church of Christ in India, de- 
pends on the purity of faith and the 
depth of piety of those who constitute 
its first members. Considerable differ- 
ences of opinion exist on this point. 
There are some who deem the profession 
of Christianity by natives as little better 
than hypocrisy ; whose estimate of the 
native character is such as to lead them 
to the conclusion that no good thing 


Mohammedan | 


can come out of Nazareth. And in- 
deed it must be admitted that many 
features of Hindoo society, and the 
morals prevalent in its bosom, are vile 
in the extreme: so vile as to render 
apparently hopeless the attempt to re- 
generate the corrupt and offensive mass. 
Fraud, lying, impurity, seem the natural 
habits of the population, intensified 
and rendered abiding by the worship 
their gods demand. The vices of the 
heathen constitute the great barrier to 
the progress of a religion the first and 
last principles of which require moral 
purity. Multitudes are ready to admit 
the absurdity of idol-worship. Thou- 
sands will be careless of caste, especially 
in the presence of sensual indulgence ; 
brahmins themselves will mock the 
deities they serve; but with fearful 
tenacity every class clings to the vile 
indulgences their religion sanctions, 
and in the practice of which they are 
but imitators of their gods. It is no 
wonder that many, intimately acquaint- 
ed with native society, refuse to believe 
that from the unclean that which is 
clean can come. 

On the other hand, pious people, who 
are acquainted with the power of the 
Spirit of God to change the heart, who 
know what the gospel of Christ can 
effect in transforming the servant of 
sin into a servant of God, are often 
sceptical of the sincerity of native con- 
verts, and doubt the genuineness of the 
work which it is hoped has been begun. 
Their standard is naturally a high one. 
Even if they pass by the examples of 
holiness afforded by apostolic men, they 
fix their eye on those who have ex- 
hibited the power of religion in cir- 
cumstances far more favourable for its 
development than can be discovered in 
heathen lands. They overlook the 
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early training of a pious home; the 
influence of youthful acquaintance with 
the precepts and promises of the re- 
vealed word of God ; the purer atmo- 
sphere of the social circle in which they 
have been nourished to man’s estate ; 
the innumerable influences meeting 
them at every turn in the land of their 
birth, in the literature, in the laws, in 
the language, in the intercourse, in the 
public events and Christian worship of 
their native country. All this and 
much more is wanting in a heathen 
land. The convert cannot escape the 
polluting atmosphere around him ; he 
cannot banish from his ear the sound of 
the gong which summons to temple 
worship the votaries of sin; he cannot 
escape into some vast wilderness and 
be at once free from the presence of 
the vices he would flee; he cannot at 
once and for ever destroy the habits 
and associations of a life of ungodliness 
and idolatry. The recollections of its 
filthiness cling to him. Circumstances 
are ever occurring to remind him of his 
former indulgences. Old temptations 
assail his every sense, and his weak 
faith has to withstand assaults of a 
potency unknown to the novice of 
happier climes. 

Ought we to wonder if the religion of 
Jesus should in some, perhaps in many 
instances, be presented by converts 
from heathenism in a garb scarcely 
recognizable? Can it create surprise if 
there should cling ‘to the new disciple 
some rags and remnants of the old 
clothing? Yet are there some godly 
persons who expect the Hindoo to 
present a pattern of piety to match the 
piety of the purest times of the 
church, and the produce of the most 
favourable circumstances. They are 
shocked, and question the reality of 
the work, if offences that met the re- 
proof of apostles in churches planted 
by apostolic men are found existing in 
communities which, like those of primi- 


tive times, have but just emerged from 
the abyss of heathen immorality and. 
crime, 

The past history of our mission, how- 
ever, abounds with examples of exalted 
piety and earnest devotion, exhibited 
by men once the servants of sin, the 
worshippers of idols, and addicted to 
every species of impurity. The gods 
they honoured have become to them 
vanities, and have lost for ever their hold 
on their affections. With obedience to 
Christ they have escaped the slavery of 
caste, and the bondage of priestly power. 
Christ has become their only hope. 
Thenceforth they worship but one God, 
the Creator. Their hymns bear witness 
to the simplicity of their faith, and 
their humble reliance on his compassion. 
Jesus is “the only perfect one,” “ the 
only Friend of sinners,” “ the only true 
riches,” “the only Pilot over the ocean 
of this world,” “he is all and in all.” 
In such expressions as these they breathe 
the affectionate emotions which the Sa- 
viour’s love inspires. 

The test of their sincerity has also 
been of the severest kind. Let it be 
granted that Hindoos are naturally de- 
ceitful and not to be trusted, it is also 
true, says an excellent witness, Mr. 
Gro. Pzarce, “that in no country is 
the sincerity of their conversion to 
Christianity put to a severer test.” 
With caste the convert has to sur- 
render, and for ever, the relationships 
of life, the comforts of home, and till 
of late his property. A storm of rage, 
hatred, mockery, rushes upon him from 
the entire circle of his acquaintance, at 
times leading to midnight assault, and 
even imperilling his life. Not a few 
examples are given in our missionary 
annals of men shrinking from the 
trial, and yet cherishing in the hour of 
death a hope in the Saviour’s mercy, 
“The fortitude and earnest desire for 
salvation they evince,” says Mr. Prarcz, 


‘furnish grounds for admiration and 
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thanksgiving for the grace of God so| requirements. 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


In this respect they 


manifestly and abundantly poured upon| have much to learn, which only longer 


them.” Sy 

The subsequent history of Hindoo 
converts is, however, of a less obtrusive 
character. Perhaps partly owing to 
natural causes there is in the Hindoo a 
deficiency of emotion, a want of ener- 


getic action, and great  self-distrust. | 
Hence they rarely exhibit any promi-| 
nent zeal to extend the gospel, or with-| 


out missionary superintendence any 
wish to undertake any useful enterprise. 
For fifty years the example of Krishna 
Pal, the first convert, has had no imi- 
tator, in erecting a small place, at 
Serampore, for the purpose of preaching 
the gospel to his countrymen. Yet 
apostacy to idolatry or Mohammedan- 
ism israre. Their profession of Chris- 
tianity has beyond question been faith- 
fully adhered to by the great body of 
the baptized. The deities of their 
former homage are most contemptu- 
ously treated. Idolatrous legends are 
discarded from their intercourse. ‘The 
true sayings of God are ever on their 
lips. No 
found to resort to the festivals of the 
gods. The simple and devout service 
of the true sanctuary is their delight, 
and the ordinances are duly observed, 
while their seriousness and emotion 
leave no doubt of the sincerity of their 
devotion. 


With respect to moral character, the | 


lives of Hindoo converts in communion 
with the church exhibit a striking 
contrast with that of their heathen 
neighbours. They may be wanting in 
deep acquaintance with the spirituality 
of the divine law, or the breadth of its 


Christian Hindoo will be} 


and more thorough acquaintance with 
the scriptures will impart. “The con- 
verts,” says Mr. Pearce, “ when com- 
pared with the stature of a perfect man 
in Christ Jesus, are diminutive indeed ; 
but when they stand side by side with 
idolaters, they have immeasurably the 
advantage.” * 

| There can then be no question that 
‘in all that constitutes the essentials of 
‘the Christian character, the converts 
‘are found possessing them. Time must 
however elapse before their presence 
can greatly influence the tone of Hin- 
doo society. In numbers the converts 
are few, but very few in comparison 
|\with the myriads of heathen around 
‘them. To the mere passing traveller 
| their existence would hardly be known, 
‘while the opprobrium of forsaking their 
jancestral religion, and the persecution 
‘to which a confession of the gospel 
‘surely awakens, tend to keep in the 
shade the lowly disciple, and to render 
| his adherence to the gospel unobtrusive. 
| Still, the rapid progress of late years, 
the increasing annual ratio of converts, 
‘and the evident waning influence of 
jidolatry and caste, betoken with God’s 
| blessing a more visible enlargement of 
the churches, and will draw forth 
into more obvious relief the graces of 
the Christian character. 


* Quoted from a valuable paper by the Rey. G. 
Pearce, in the ‘Calcutta Christian Observer” for 
1846, on the Extent and Character of the Con- 
versions to Christianity from among the natives in 
the presidency of Bengal. It was prepared for the 
Calcutta Missionary Conference, and printed at 
their request. 


THE FOURTH AVATAR OF VISHNU. 


Vishnu, the favourite god of the 


Hindoos, is said to have had not fewer | 
than nine avatars, or incarnations; the 


jtenth is yet to come. Our readers may 
form some idea of the objects of Hindoo 
idolatry, and the legends by which it is 
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supported, from the annexed engraving, | 
and the following explanation taken | 
from Coleman’s work on Hindoo mytho- | 
logy. 

“In this avatar Vishnu took the | 
form of another monster, to punish the 
wickedness of a profane and unbelieving 
monarch, Hiranyacasipa, the brother of 
a gigantic demon, and his successor on 
the throne ; who, being not less wicked | 
than his predecessor, refused to do 
homage to Vishnu. He had a son named 
Prathaud, who disapproved of his 
father’s conduct, and, in consequence, 
banished and sought to kill him. A- 


reconciliation, however, at length took 
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place; but the king still contended 


against the supremacy of Vishnu, 
boasted that he himself was lord of the 


| universe, and asked wherein Vishnu was 


greater than himself. Prathaud replied, 
that Vishnu was supreme over all, and 
was everywhere. “Is he,” said Hiran- 
yacasipa, “ in this pillar ?” (striking it at 
the same moment with his sceptre) : “if 
he be, let him appear.” In an instant 
the magnifient column was rent in 
twain, and Vishnu, in the form of a 
man, with the head of a lion, issued 
from it, and tore Hiranyacasipa in 
pieces.” 


INDIA. 


MONGHIR. 


By the kindness of Mr. Millard of| 
Andover, we are enabled to present to 
our readers a letter from our excellent 
missionary Mr. Parsons, in which he) 
gives three letters addressed by the na-| 
tive preacher SoopEEN to Mr. and Mrs. | 
Millard. Sooprrn has long been an effi- | 
cient preacher of the gospel to his fellow 
countrymen, and his own account of 
some portion of his labours will be found | 
of great interest. The first letter is | 
thus introduced by Mr. Parsons :— 


It relates to a tour he made, with our 
‘esteemed brother Lawrence and Nainsookh, 
to the Hajeepore mela, from November 16th | 
to December 16th of last year, during which | 
time Bundhoo was my only and a pleasant | 
and efficient helper in the duties of my sta-_ 
tion. It commences thus, in the native style | 
of beginning letters :— 

*¢Many salaams and love to the Lord’s 
servant and handmaid, Mr. and Mrs. Mil- 
lard. We areas yet, by the Lord’s goodness, 
well and happy, and constantly desire from 
the Lord your welfare. I now write you 
some account of a tour, which I took in the | 
latter half of November, with Mr. Lawrence, 
the pastor of our church, and Nainsookh, 
who is by far our elder native brother, and 
yery zealous in the work of the Lord. We) 


three went to the Hareehur Chetr mela, 


| commonly called the Hajeepore mela, about 


one hundred from Monghir. The reason of 
this mela is that the junction of the Gunduck 
with the Ganges river occurs there, and 


| Hindoos consider it a great merit to bathe 


there at the time of the full moon. There- 
fore many thousand Hindoos assemble, and 
many merchants also bring a great variety of 
things for sale ; so there is a very large fair. 
We preached for several days in that fair 
among thousands of idolaters. People are 
now somewhat attentive to the gospel, and 
do not, as formerly, make noises to interrupt 
the preaching, nor tear up the books often, 
so far as we can discover. ‘There are many 
who understand the gospel, but caste is the 
stumbling-block in the way of their salvation. 

“ When we were returning from that mela, 
we came to a large village, named Bar, and 
preached the gospel there, and the people 
there also heard attentively. We also pro- 
claimed the word in several villages round. 
Then we heard that at the ghaut opposite this 
village, a mela would take place at the eclipse 
of the sun, so we staid there till that time. 
It was Saturday, when a large assembly 
gathered there. The people from the Tir- 
hoot district came to bathe in the Ganges, 
rajahs and landholders and some thousands 
of poor people, and they jlistenec well, and 
we distributed many books among them. 
Through the goodness of God, much seed of 
the gospel has been and is sown, but the 
showers are in the Lord’s power. It is for 
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him to send them down, and cause the seed 
to grow to his glory, that many persons may 
become heirs of eternal life. 
‘Yours respectfully in the Lord, 
‘“ SoODEEN. 
“ Monghir, Jan. 18th, 1853.” 


Sooden’s second letter. 


Soodeen’s next communication refers to a 
tour in which I was one of his companions, 
but I prefer giving you the narrative in his 
words :— 


“Dear Sahib and Maim (i.e. Sir and 
Madam), 

“T now, by the favour of God, give you 
an account of another tour, which commenced 
at the close of December, and was for a 
whole month. I and brother Bundhoo, and 
dear Mr. Parsons, went on this journey. 
There is another Gunduck river (besides the 
one mentioned in the former letter), that 
runs through the district of Tirhoot, to the 
north of Monghir ; on that river we went. 
there are many villages on either bank of it, 
and we went forward, preaching the gospel, 
as we went, in these villages, to the distance 
of about fifty miles by land by the straight 
road, but very much further by boat, 
because the boat goes round the long wind- 
ings of the river. We preached in twenty- 
five or twenty-six villages, in some of which 
the people heard us well. They seated us, 
and then sat down themselves, and heard the 
word of the Lord. 


Progress of enlightenment. 


They are all beginning to be enlight- 
ened about their gods, and there are many 
who have in their hearts no confidence in 
them, and in one village the people were 
themselves all deriding their gods, and 
saying they would dig up the images, and 
throw them away,{for that the worship of de- 
_votees was of no use. On the other hand, some 
take their part, saying, ‘ This is the custom 
of our ancestors, so we cannot relinquish it.’ 
Many say ‘If your Lord Jesus has given his 
life for the salvation of us all, then let him 
himself turn all our hearts to believe on him, 
and so show us his power.’ And truly this 
must be the way, for the people of this land 
are confined by two powerful bonds, one that 
of sin, and the other that of caste: of which 
the tie of caste seems, especially, to haye 
bound people down. ‘Those who understand 
things, and know that their religion is false, 
and Christ is true, are nevertheless kept 
under, and cannot muster courage to come 
forth. And now what remains for the Lord’s 
people is to pray for this land, that God may 
shed down more of his Holy Spirit, and de- 
liver the people from their bonds, and make 
them free, and with power manifest his king- 
dom, and take the dominion, 
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“ With brother Bundhoo’s and my Christ- 
ian love, : 
“ Yours in the Lord, 
“« SooDEEN. 
“ Monghir, January 20th, 1853.” 


Indian scenes. 


On the tour of which Soodeen has given 
the above concise account, 1 was accompa- 
nied by my beloved wife. She used often in 
the evening to go with me into the villages, 
and stand by my side, while I spoke of the 
things of God : and it was so great a novelty 
for the villagers to see a European lady 
among them, that they assembled in greater 
numbers, and the children would flock round, 
forming the inner circle of the crowd, and 
gazing with astonishment. And I think if 
some of our young friends could on a sudden 
be set down among such a scene, surrounded 
by a congregation of swarthy Asiatics, with 
their halfclothed bodies, and tamarind and 
palm trees, and fields of tobacco, mustard, 
linseed, and wheat behind, they would look 
on too with no whit less interest. I dare say 
all your dear children and young ladies have 
heard of the vampire, or flying fox. Only 
let them detach from the vampire of India 
all ideas of its sucking men’s blood at night, 
for it is perfectly harmless, except to the 
fruit trees. What would they think of seeing 
some hundreds of them hanging by their 
feet, on one tree, and screaming and 
chattering incessantly, as we saw them on 
the outskirts of a thriving, wealthy, native 
town, named Roosra, that tree having been 
for many generations the vampire’s roost by 
day, whence they issue at night to eat what 
fruits, wild or cultivated, they can find in all 
the country round? A man of the village told 
us they were creatures of good omen, and the 
merchants of the town would not haye them 
disturbed on any account, for they attributed 
the prosperity of the town to the existence 


of this colony of vampires in its neighbour- 
hood. 


Village Christians. 


Soodeen has omitted to mention that in 
the course of this tour we paid a most 
pleasant visit to the few poor native Chris- 
tians, weavers by trade, who live at and near 
a village called Muriaro, far from any 
mission station, but in connexion with the 
missionaries at Mozufferpore, in the district 
of Tirhoot. They are indeed a light in a 
dark place, a little flock among wolves, and 
delightful it was to witness their zeal and 
love for all the Lord’s people, and we could 
not but pray that soon such colonies might be 
multiplied all over the country, But I must 
reserve space for Soodeen’s remaining nar- 


rative, which I think will excite your thanks- 
giving. 
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Sooden’s third letter. 
“ My. dear Mr, and Mrs. Millard, 


_“T now write to you ona third subject, 
viz., Some account of a brother and sister, 
who by the grace of God have recently been 
born anew into Christ, which you will be 
glad to hear. They are man and wife; the 
brother’s name is Juwaher, and the sister’s 
Lutchmin. Brother Juwahir was servant to 
a native prince, who is living in Calcutta, but 
sent his lady to Monghir for the benefit of 
her health, and sent brother Juwahir along 
with her to take care of her, because he was 
an old and trusty servant. After he had 
been in Monghir for some months, he heard 
a missionary preach in the bazaar (this was 
the Rev. J. Lawrence), and once, for some 
time sat and listened to the preaching in our 
bazar chapel, and then again went on in his 
accustomed ways. After this, Bundhoo and 
I went to preach at a small mela, held at a 
hot spring in the neighbourhood of Monghir, 
called Seetakoond, and there he saw us, but 
we had no conversation with him. However, 
from that time, his mind became anxious, 
but he did not know my residence, therefore, 
though he sought for me, it was a long time 
before he found me out. At length he met 
me on the road one evening, and I showed 
him where I lived. The next day, he visited 
me, and I explained to him at large the 
history of the Saviour’s birth, and the fifth 
chapter of Matthew, which he heard with 
much thoughtfulness, and the tears stood in 
his eyes. From that time he began to visit 
us frequently, and converse with the brethren, 
and his heart was much drawn towards the 
word. When his heart was in a measure 
brought to believe in and love the Saviour, 
then he began to speak to his wife, and said, 
‘We are sinners before God, and how are 
we to be saved? Come, let us embrace the 
Lord Jesus.’ She was very angry when she 
heard this, and began to weep and to make 
a great disturbance, and went and told her 
mistress that her husband was going to 
become a Christian. Her mistress replied, 
‘He is going out of his mind, give him some 
cooling medicine.’ She also sent her moon- 
shee to him’ to persuade him not to be a 
Christian, but a mussulman, and then it 
would be well with him. Juwahir, however, 
began to say such hard things of Mahommed 
that the Mahommedans put their fingers in 
their ears, and went away from him. When 
the princess could no longer influence him, 
she tried to work upon his wife, saying, 
‘Never go with him to be a Christian: I 
will provide for you all your life.’ She so 
far succeeded that she became cool towards 
her husband. Then Juwarhir came to me 
much distressed, and began to weep ; but I 
said, ‘Do not be cast down, brother; have 
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patience, and treat your wife all the more 
kindly, and pray for her to the Lord.’ He 
did so ; and one day he invited his wife to 
come with him, and see the Christians, and 
hear what they had to say. She consented, 
and he brought her to brother Nainsookh’s 
house, and when the brethren had talked to 
her, she was very pleased with their conver- 
sation, and the Lord had mercy on her, so 
that all her fear about being a Christian was 
taken away, for they had frightened her by 
several false reports. From that time, she 
began to attend on religious instruction, and 
appeared more earnest than her husband, 
and more attached to Christ, and she came 
oftener than he did to attend chapel. Then 
their mistress thought to herself, that they 
were both ruined, and instead of being kind 
to her as formerly, she would scarcely have 
| anything to do with her. After a time, the 
Mohurrum festival occurred, and her mistress 
said, ‘Lutchmin, go with me to see the 
show.’ Lutchmin replied, ‘ Our Lord Jesus 
does not permit us to honour the dead in 
that way.” An earthquake took place just 
then, on which the princess remarked, 
‘Shame on you, the very earth mourns for 
Hussan and Hosein, and yet you openly 
despise them. What a wretched creature 
you are” She replied, that such worship as 
her mistress was going to attend to was of 
the devil, and God was very angry with it. 
The princess used to be very liberal to her, 
but when the other servants saw the change 
in Juwarhir and his wife, they told the 
princess that if she kept these on, they would 
all leave her service. The prince, when she 
wrote to him about it, advised her not to 
turn them off, but she listened to her servants 
in preference, and Juwarhir was turned off, 
and came to live among us on October 29th, 
1852. He is a rather old man, and had 
never learned to read, but from that time has 
tried hard to learn. Both of them have 
been so diligent that in two months they 
could read a little in the Testament. By 
the grace of God, both are zealous in serving 
him, and abundant in faith, and in public 
and private prayer, and meek, and humble, 
and loving towards all the church. ‘They, 
and a young women about fourteen, daughter 
of a native brother, who died in the Lord 
long since, were baptized on Thursday, Fe- 
bruary 8rd, at five vp. m. by Mr. Parsons, 
in the presence of the native and European 
congregation, It isa great disadvantage to 
us, that Hindoos and Mahommedans will not 
have servants who are Christians, but all 
classes oppose us. May the Lord look on 
this land, and stretch out his hands to bestow 
more mercy. 

“ Yours affectionately and respectfully in 


Christ, 
“ SoopEEn.” 
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CHITOURA. 


Under the missionary labours of Mr. 
Smiru, the work of God is extending, 
In a letter dated May 13th he says :— 


I am thankful to say prospects are very 
encouraging in our neighbourhood. Preaching 
has been carried on with a good deal of 
regularity this year. We visit fifty villages 
monthly, and a number in our immediate 
neighbourhood weekly, and the gospel never 
excited more attention than it does at present. 
Numbers are aroused from their usual 
*dormant state to think, and there is consider- 
able manifestation of life in some villages. 


The Zemindar. 


In the village of Digneer, which is four miles 
from us, there are about fifty who profess to 
be favourable to Christianity. We are helping 
them to build a place for a chapel and school, 
and shall immediately commence regular 
services there. This movement has been 
brought about by an old man, a Kabir Panthi 
of considerable influence in the village, he is 
a Zemindar of a large family, and very re- 
spectable, and should his life be spared a few 
years, he may lead many in the right way. 
His attendance at the house of God is regular, 
and we can find no possibility of his being 
induced to adopt such a course from worldly 
motives, as he wants nothing from us, but is 
spending time and money in adopting 
the Christian religion. We have another 
hopeful inquirer from Uncha, a village nearer 
to us than Digneer, and another at Dhimsu 
three miles in the opposite direction ; these 
all attend divine service at Chitoura on 
sabbath days, and frequently remain all night 
for more conversation on religious matters. 


New fields. 


I have now five native assistants, all I hope, 
genuine disciples, and anxious for the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
therefore been thinking of stationing two of 
them at Pennaught, a small town on the 
banks of the Chambal, twenty miles from 
Chitoura, The district around this place is 
hopeful, yet destitute of instruction. It is 
on the borders of the Gwalior territory, the 
river only separating it from the Company’s 
Raj. It will consequently be easy to visit many 
places in a district hitherto neglected. Two 
of our brethren are just Jeaying for a fortnight’s 
trial. I have in my eye another outpost, 
which if spared I hope soon to see occupied; 
it is Rajah Kehra, only twelve miles trom 
Chitoura, and belongs to Dholpore. Thisis a 
town of some importance, and on the last visit 
we made to it we found several engaged in 
perusing the word of God. One object in view 
in taking up these places is to keep our 
operations as much as possible separate from 


T have’ appeal, and when the matter is matured I 


other denominations, and here we are alone 
without rivals or opponents. 


The Gosain converts. 


On the first sabbath in this month, I had the 
pleasure of baptizing the Gosain who accom- 
panied me from the last Bhuteshwar mela, his 
wife and family have joined him, and he is 
employed daily going from village to village 
preaching the gospel. His being a Brahman 
with a good knowledge of Sanscrit, as well 
as a Gosain, gives him much influence among 
the people, and I hope he will be the means 
of doing much good. 

Another Gosain the fruit of the labours of 
our brethren at Monghir, has been here some 
weeks; he left the place of his spiritual birth, 
because he was always unwell there. I am 
not sure whether he will settle here or else- 
where; he appears however to be a true 
believer, and wherever he goes he will be able 
to be useful, his knowledge of medicine 
makes him a man of influence, and hence I 
shall be thankful if he sees it his duty to 
remain at some of our mission stations. 


The Schools. 


Our schools are doing very well and appear 
to have got over their difficulties ; at Sham- 
shabad (the school supported by the sabbath 
school in connexion with the church under 
the pastoral care of Mr. Russell), we have 
more than sixty scholars, and shall soon I 
hope number a hundred. The school at 
Dhimsu is also doing well, and our own at 
Chitoura flourishes. 

Can you do nothing to render us a little 
help? we receive no boxes nor indeed any 
help from England. Our chapel is so full as to 
make it quite uncomfortable on sabbath days ; 
and rather than spend alarge sum in unsatis- 
factory repairs and enlargement, we have 
determined to build another more substantial 
and better suited to our wants. A sub- 
commuittee has been appointed to plan and 


will write again on the subject. We shall 
hope to receive some help from England. 


The Saviour found. 


Two of our native brethren have informed 
me to-day of an interesting inquirer, residing 
in a village called Powsai three miles distant. 
A short time since he received the new 
testament, and such an impression has it 
made on him, that his neighbours say he is 
mad and they will turn him out of caste; he 
is a Brahman, indeed a family priest who 
attends to marriages and births, &c., and it 
appears he goes about among the villages 
with his testament, telling the people that 
Jesus is the Saviour. Bless the Lord for 
every token of his favour. May these 
manifestations of his goodness be as the drops 
before the shower. 
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EASTERN BENGAL. 


It is in this district that it is 
proposed chiefly to extend the mission. 
Since the settlement of Mr. Bron at 
Dacca, a large portion of it has been 
traversed, and many encouraging inci- 
dents have from time to time been 


reported as arising out of his widely- | 


extended journeys for the diffusion of 
the gospel of Christ. 


much interesting information respecting 
this part of our missionary field, and 


calculated to lead to a wise decision as'| 


toits occupation. The date of the letter 
is May 31, 1853 :— 


The zillahs I have traversed with the 
gospel are Dacca, Tipperah, Silhet, Mymen- 
sing, Gowalpara, part of Assam, Pubna, and 
Furreedpore, 


Tipperah. 


I will begin with Tipperah. This zillah is 
not very large, but populous, Comillah being 
its capital, where the Europeans reside. Its 
population is about 750,000, in the pro- 
portion of ten Hindoos to six Mahommedans. 
The east of Tipperah is chiefly inhabited by 
Hindoos, whilst the north and west are almost 
half by Hindoos, and half by Musselmans, 
Among the Hindoos, there are in the western 
part the disciples of the Satya Gooroos (true 
teachers), who have abolished caste and are 
guided by a chief (Mahanto), who, in former 
times, was frequently visited by our native 
brethren. Since he made himself inaccessible 
tous, we left him. He took many things 
from the gospel, and made a mixture with 
them and his own corrupt religion. 


The work at Comiilah. 


There are to the east of Comillah an 
interesting people, of whom Mr. Johannes 
has baptized a good number; but who 
received tracts and scriptures, and heard the 
truths first from our native brethren, as you 
will learn from our annual mission report. 
The people in every part, particularly to the 
east of Comillah, listen with gladness to the 
gospel. Hence, in brother Robinson’s.and 
my own judgment, it would be far more 
desirable to place a missionary in Comillah 
than in Chittagong. The new Christian 
native congregation would be only one and a 
half day’s journey from Comillah, whilst from 
Chittagong it would be three days’ journey, 
and, of course, accompanied by travelling 
expenses, a8 well as many inconveniences 


In the following | 
letter Mr. Bron has favoured us with | 


| 


which would not he felt if Comillah were 
supplied with a missionary. The only 
difficulty would be in procuring a house, as 
there are very few healthy houses there, and 
those few are, as far as I know, occupied. 


Mymensing. 


_ Mymensing is one of the largest zillahs in 
Bengal, yet without a missionary. Its 
population is 1,350,000, of whom, in the 
year 1821, the Mahommedans were in the 
proportion of six to ten Hindoos. At 
present, I believe the Mahammudans are’ 
increasing. Important towns like Mymen- 


| Sing (its capital), Jumalpore (now a military 


station), Islampur, and Serajgunje, on the 
Jumna, are inviting as fields of labour. 
The whole country is interspersed with large 
and numerous villages, markets, and fairs. 


| On my journeys through that zillah, I almost 


every day met with large fairs, where 
hundreds of people crowd together from the 
interior, and, without any exception, I every- 
where met with a hearty welcome from the 
people. Indeed I can say that in every 
village there are some who know me and our 
native brethren so well, that when we put our 
boats to shore, they run off and return with 
a crowd of their neighbours to hear us. In 
some places many think much, and diligently 
read the gospel, and scarcely ever have I 
experienced any rough treatment, but in 
almost every place they treat me as a 
welcome friend. I intend to go on a journey 
in the rains, July or August next, when the 
whole country is under water, and when I can 
reach villages in the interior, which in other 
seasons are inaccessible. The last cold season 
I felt often my departure from certain 
places very painful, as if I had to leave dear 
friends, and often the question was put tome: 
“ When will you come again? Come soon, 
and bring more of your true shastras.” A 
missionary stationed at Mymensing, Jumale 
pore, or Serajgunje, might, I believe, soon reap 
the fruits of the seed which has been sown. 


Pubna. 


I visited the eastern part of it in Janu- 
ary last. It is still more populous, and 
has a still greater number of villages than 
Mymensing ; but the zillah is not so large as 
that. Its population may he between one 
million and one and a half million, of which 
two-thirds are Hindoos and one-third Mussal- 
mans, The part I traversed has never been 
visited by any missionary, and trom my 
journal, which, I trust, will appear in the 
“Oriental Baptist,” you will learn with 
satisfaction how very anxious the people are 
for instruction. Many wealthy, respectable 
people live there. Vhe Brahmans in all 
parts received us most cordially, and were 
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eager to hear of our Saviour, At one place, 
some of them were running six miles after us 
to receive a gospel. At another place one of 
them said to me, after I had finished my 
address to them: “ You must be a very 
happy man to be constantly preaching such 
good and pure words.” Ue seemed deeply 
impressed. Another, hearing us only once, 
gave up idolatry the same evening, and 
would have come with us, but his relations 
kept him back, and began to persecute him. 
He was with us in the boat, and we conversed 
with him for a good time, and I gave him the 
four gospels. In the town Pubna there are 
several Europeans, but whether a missionary 
would find a place to live in I cannot say. 
The case is the same at Mymensing also, but 
a bungalow can be easily erected at the cost of 
600 to 700 rupees, until a more suitable 
house can be found. 

I always live in a boat when I am out, as 
without one we cannot travel in the eastern 
part of Bengal. 


A happy death. 


‘A Brahman told me in the Pubna zillah, 
whom we met quite accidentally, that his son 
was one of our disciples, but, tears rolling 
down his cheeks, he said: “ He died last 
month (December).” He said, moreover, 
“that he read our bible day and night, and 
would not leave it till his death. Ah, how he 
loved your shastras!”” This is one of the 
many cases unknown to us, in which the 
word of God is read, though for years no 
missionary may visit them. ‘This zillah is, I 
think, a most encouraging one for the gospel. 
I rejoice in hope, that soon a fellow labourer 
will announce to these immense multitudes 
the acceptable year of the Lord to set the 
captive free. 


Furreedpore. 


Furreédpore is in the zillah of Dacca, but 
beyond the Pudma or Ganges. Its population 
is 800,000, seven parts of whom are Hindoos, 
and nine parts Mahommedans. I went there 


once, our native brethren more than once, but | 
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our uniform impression is that Furreedpore is 
by far not so favourable as Tipperah, Mymen- 
sing, Pubna, Rungpore, and Gowalpara, I 
would go to that place last, as a missionary at 
present has no prospect whatever of success. 
The people on the whole are rather indifferent. 

It is the seat of the stronghold of the 
fanatical sect called the Ferajees, They 
have a chief, who is a most fierce fanatic. 
He! murdered a European some years ago, 
and burnt down a factory. The government 
was obliged to send a military force from 
Dacca to subdue the spirit of these Ferajees. 
I myself, three years ago, experienced some 
unpleasant, rough treatment from them. Of 
course by this I do not mean to dissuade any 
one from going there, but merely state that, 
as there are large zillahs around void of mis- 
sionaries which long for the gospel, I should 
think these ought to be supplied before 
Furreedpore. How matters stand at the 
present time I am unable to say. For 
Dacca itself six missionaries would not be too 
many for the 70,000 of its inhabitants, among 
whom half of the number are Musselmans, 
and the other half Hindoos. The zillab, 
excluding Furreedpore, is said to consist of 
461,146 inhabitants. 


A Martyr. 


That hopeful man at Gopalgunje, zillah 
Mymensing, whom I met on my journey, has, 
we have much reason to fear, been killed, and 
so died a martyr. We heard that he went to 
his home to get his bag and then join us, but 
nobody has ever since heard anything of him, 
and some of his friends suspect such a wicked 
murder. Here in town I carry on preaching 
on anew plan. We began at one end of the 
city and proceeded gradually onward, leaving 
no lane or road unvisited. Our boldness 
aroused some surprise on the part of. the 
wealthy natives. Now and then we have a 
little annoyance, but ‘not worth speaking 
about. Disputes also are more frequent. 
We go on trusting in the Lord, and praying to 
him for {the outpouring of his Spirit upon 
these dead masses. 


CEYLON. 


We cannot withhold from our readers 
the earnest appeal of Mr. Auumn to the 
British churches. It is a missionary’s 
cry. It comes from the region of moral 
ruin and spiritual death. It is the testi- 
mony of an eye-witness to the necessity 
of those labours in which we are 
engaged. May it be pondered, prayed 
over, and give wings to Christian pity 
and love. After referring to the accept- 


ance of Mr. Carter for missionary 
service, he says :-— 


May he be speedily followed by others, 
until your wants with regard to men are 
met ; and that among them there may be 
men of some experience in the work. India, 
in whose utmost isle we are located, and of 
which we are therefore a part, is beyond all 
question a most important field. The myriads 
that swarm her cities have a strong claim) on 
the British churches, and I wonder much that 
the churches can listen so calmly and ap- 
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parently unmoyedly to the constantly re- 
iterated cry, “ Come over and help us.” It 
is‘saddening and distressing to see the multi- 
tudes marching to death and to the awards of 
eternity, and to know, at the same time, that 
they are not “made meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light ;” and that 
there are few or none to tell them how they 
may be saved. How can Christian brethren 
at home enjoy their privileges and hug their 
comforts unmoved at the appalling sight the 
heathen world presents to their view, and 
deaf to their ery for suecour and for help? 
Would that Christians at home, and here, and 
everywhere, could learn to look at the world 
in the clear, pure light of the bible, and as 
the Saviour looked at it, until they could 
realize the scene, and feel as he felt, and 
weep as he wept over it. Then, perhaps, 
they would arise in numbers, and go every- 
where, preaching the gospel, and telling of 
the sovereign remedy for the woes and sorrows 
of a ruined world. 

Men are needed everywhere, but each 
will urge his own peculiar claims, and I might 
entertain the wish that the first for the east 
might come to Ceylon. But, as your letter 
has it, it may be as well not to rest on this, 
rather wait the Lord’s time. By many or by 
few he can work. Yet it is hard work to 
keep pace with work. My time is fully 
occupied. I am labouring hard at languages 
in prospect of promised help. A part of 
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday is 
occupied with a pundit, and soon, in some 
way or other, I shall have to devote yet more 
time to it, as they have made me one of the 
revisers of the new edition of the bible, 
much against my will, because so pressed 
with other work, and yet it may be right, for 
the bible is to be translated. Words are not 
to be transferred, and Elliott and myself are 
the only baptists on the committee. The 
remainder of the week is occupied with 
journeys to the jungle stations, and the wants 
of the Pettah. LEarly and late, I am obliged 
to ply the mind and pen, and am often 
wearied out. 

Since I last wrote to you I have made 
many visits to our churches and schools, and 
every visit only serves to strengthen the 
conviction that 1 am wanted oftener. In the 
first half of May I visited Grand Pass, Kolo- 
nawa, Wellunpitiya, Matakooly, lying within 
a circle of five miles of my house. Hendella, 
Hoonoopitiya, Gonawella, Kottigahawatte, 
about eight miles in various directions. By- 
amyille, Keluwalgoda, Makawitte, Hanwallu, 
Weilgama, from ten to twenty miles in 
opposite directions. At all these places 
good congregations may be assembled when- 
ever a missionary can go, and numbers 
besides are to be met with in the villages 
or on the wayside as you pass along, and 
opportunities are afforded for conversation, 
preaching, tract distribution, as the ease may 
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be. During the latter part of the month the 
floods prevented me from doing much outside 
work. This month, up to the present time, 
I have gone over the same ground, and have 
made excursions to some other places besides, 
where a European does not often go. There 
is enough, however, to repay him for his toil, 
and the more as the people are rigid Bud- 
dhists. I have gone this month ‘to some of 
our native churches on the Lord’s day morn- 
ing. The last Lord’s day morning, I went to 
Hendella and Hoonoopitiya, about seven 
miles away, and two miles apart, and returned 
about three in the afternoon, so as to be able 
to go to the Pettah at half-past five for the 
evening service. I found good and interesting 
| congregations at each place. At Hoonoo- 
pitiya the people are anxious to build-a larger 
bungalow, the present one being too small. 
As well as I could count the heads, there 
must have been about one hundred and 
|twenty present, and amongst them are a 
dozen who expressed their anxiety to be 
admitted into the Christian church. Here 
I found they needed some instruction in con- 
nexion with public worship. ‘To me the 
| most instructive part of these services is the 
course pursued after the sermon, I generally 
fix on some one, and put the question as to 
what they have learned from the preaching, 
and this brings out what they know, con- 
tinuing, as it does, for half-an-hour, and 
sometimes longer. Having dene this, I go 
my way to the next place,and soon. The 
native minister is present to listen only. This 
method serves also to improve my conversa- 
tional powers, which are not so great as I 
wish they were. 

Ou Wednesday (this is Friday) I left 
home at eight in the morning for Ambeteli, 
some nine miles from Colombo, where there 
isa school. After examining the school, I 
preached to a small congregation, and crossed 
the river to another place at some distance, 
and pursued a similar course. Here, however, 
the congregation that we got together was a 
Buddhist one. I began by saying a few plain 
things to them before attempting to preach 
the gospel to them; and yet even that was 
the gospel. I find it far better to preach to 
their consciences, than to argue about the 
follies and errors of Buddhism. I said to 
them, “I should like to ask you a question, 
which I hope you will answer, if you have 
ability to do so ;” and I got their attention 
at once. The question was, How shall man 
be just with God? I said a few things about 
God ; read to them a few verses about him 
from Psalm cxxxix., and various parts of the 
New Testament, and continued, “ In a very 
short time we must all appear before Ged, 
and give an account, &e. We cannot appear 
before him in peace without a better right- 
eousness than we have. Indeed, we have 
none; we haye no merit, &e. We are great 
sinners, and God is angry, and will punish, 
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unless we can appear before him in a right- 
eousness that shall cover our sins,” and so on. 
« Now will you tell me how I can be justified 
in the sight of God? Jam very anxious to 
know. I wish to go to heaven. Will you 
tell me the way, and show me how i can get 
there.” Then there was silence. At length 
one said, “ We cannot tell.” ‘< Very well,” 
T said, “since you cannot answer that ques- 


tion, I will endeavour to do so, Now give 
ear for about half an hour.” And so I 


preached to them justification by faith in 
Jesus. At the close I commenced the cate- 
chetical process, as usual, and as I was about 
to leave an old man said to me, “ Why can- 
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not I go to heaven.” I took the bible again, 
and read the sixteenth verse of the third 
chapter of John, and said, “ “imply because 
you do not believe that statement.” After a 
little more conversation, I passed on to 
another village about three miles further, and 
preached to another group of Buddhists, 
about fifty in number ; and, by the time I 
had finished there, it was half-past four 
o’clock. I returned to the place where I left 
the horse and bandy, and drove home, reach- 
ing it about six o’clock, weary and exhausted 
with the’work and the walk, under a scorching 
sun, having eaten nothing all day. 


WEST INDIES. 


JAMAICA. 


The Annual Report of the present 
year contains an interesting statistical 
account of the churches in the Western 
Union. In communicating this to 
us, our esteemed friend the Rev. B. 
Millard also forwarded a brief sketch of 
the spiritual condition of each church. 
As our interest and that of our readers in 
the fruits of our missionary labours in 
Jamaica is by no means diminished, we 
have thought that it will be a source of 
gratification if we present to our readers 
as opportunity may arise these brief 
notices. Mingled feelings will attend 
their perusal ; yet on the whole a spirit 
of hopefulness may be indulged. Amid 
all the trials that have befallen the 
churches, a very large number stead- 
fastly adhere to the truth, and adorn 
by a holy life the doctrine of our Lord 
and Saviour, 


Awyotra Bay, Mrroatrn, 
Burr Bay, Sr. Groren’s, 
8. Jonrs, Pastor. 


Respecting these churches the pastor says, 
“At Annotta Bay we have enjoyed uninter- 
rupted peace in the church, and we trust 


that peace has not been a death-like peace, | 


but that it has been a union of sentiment to 
do what is right. There has been the 
greatest readiness to exercise discipline on 
offending parties when their offences came 
to light, which disposition has afforded much 


pleasure to the pastor. The attendance on 
the means of grace has on the whole been 
|good, but not quite so regular as it was in 
|the previous year, {when the ravages of the 
cholera were fresh in the minds of the people. 
During the protracted and painful prevalence 
of small pox, both our attendance and our 
finances suffered a very considerable diminu- 
tion, which has been painfully felt by us, and 
has tried our faith and our patience, but we 
are thankful that about the end of the year, 
this scourge was removed and its effects miti- 
gated, although they are not entirely oblite- 
rated. We bless the Lord that we have had a 
little increase to our number, and also have 
hopeful prospects that more will become the 
willing disciples of the glorious Redeemer. 

“ At Buff Bay during the first part of the 
year matters were considerably deranged, 
and our feelings much pained on account of 
the yery wicked conduct of the senior 
deacon, the ill effects of which were pro- 
longed by the reluctance of those who knew 
|of it to come forward and make it known. 
However this difficulty has been overcome, 
the offender has been dealt with according 
to his crimes, and peace has been restored. 


At this station there is a pleasing prospect of 
success,” 


| 


Port Marta, 2 
| ORAGABEESA, § 


D, Day, Pastor. 


The report of these stations for the past 
year is of a mixed character. The attendance 
at both Port Maria and Oracabessa has been 
good, although considerably interrupted by 
sickness and long continued rainy weather. 
The poverty and distress involyed in the late 
visitation have had a depressing effect on the 
| zeal and energy of the people generally ; 


St. Mary's. 
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but it is hoped that the blessings which 
accompany sanctified affliction have not been 
withheld from many who have had to mourn 
the loss of health, property, and friends. . At 
both stations there is a goodly number of 
inquirers, and at Port Maria fifty-three have 
been added to the church by baptism. 


Mount Aneus, St. Mary’s, 
W. Treaty, Pastor. 


The past year has been one of great trial 
to this church. ‘“ At the commencement of 
the year,” writes Mr. Teall, “great activity was 
manifested. A suitable site was selected for 
a mission house, a large amount of labour was 
given in preparation for the building, and 
several members gave timbers for the erec- 
tion. In addition to this, a special effort 
was made and the sum of £25 raised towards 
liquidating the chapel debt, the church hay- 
ing been most generously relieved of the 
balance of £65 on the immediate payment of 
that sum. ‘This pleasing state of things con- 
tinued till about the middle of the year, 
when small pox made its appearance. ‘This | 
terrible plague at once closed our school, 
thinned our congregations, stopped our build- 
ing preparations, crippled our resources, and 
obliged us to postpone the ordinance of 
baptism. It has been the painful duty of 
the church to exclude from its communion 
twenty-one members, three of whom held 
the office of deacons. The church is in peace, 
and a good spirit is evident. We are en- 
couraged to hope that a blessing from the 
Great Head is upon his people. 


SpanisH Town, St. CATHARINE’S. 
Suico Vitxe, Sr. THomas-1n-THE-VALE 
J. M. Puiptirero, Pastor. 


Of these churches the" pastor reports that, 
* peace and prosperity as a church have con- 
tinued uninterrupted since the termination of 
of the outrages in 1850. Thirty-two persons 
have been added to it by baptism during the 
past year, making a total during the last two 
years, including such as have been received 
from other churches and restored, of about 
203. The congregation steadily inereases 
in numbers, and evidence is afforded from | 
week to week that the word preached is not 
in vain, he sabbath school is also increas- | 
ing in number and interest. Everything 
connected with us, excepting the great poverty 
experienced from the depressed state of the 
country, is such as to call for thankfulness 
to God, and to eyince his presence and 
blessing. oe 

* Passage Fort being intimately connected 
with Spanish Town, and the greater part of 
the people of the district attending at the 
‘latter, service is not so regularly or so fre- 
quently performed there as formerly. This | 
indeed under existing circumstances is 1m- 


possible. Whenever service, is performed, 
however, either on the week-day or on the 
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sabbath, 
teresting. 
“The branch church at Sligo Ville is also 
gradually increasing, as is also the congrega- 
tion. The Sunday school is large, and the 
prospects generally auspicious and promising.” 


the congregation is large and in- 


Mount Nexo, Sr. THomas-1n-THE-VALE, 
J. Gorpon, Pastor. 


The congregation at this station has been 
good during the past year, and the people 
appear to have been benefited by the word 
preached. There is reason to believe that 
the church is thriving. The exclusions this 
year have not been so numerous as during 
the previous one, and on the whole there 
seems to be a growing zeal and love for the 
Redeemer and his house. In common, how- 
ever, with other churches, the members have 
had to struggle against the common foe. 
Sickness and hard times have had their 
influence, but He who allows clouds to gather 
will doubtless disperse them in his good time. 


Moneacus, St. Any’s. 
W. M’Lageaan, Pastor. 


The church at this station since the 
commencement of 1652 has decreased 
considerably. Worldly-mindedness has been 
greatly manifested by the members. Some 
have withdrawn, not to other churches, but 
to the service of sin and Satan. The house 
of God is sadly neglected on the sabbath, 
and those who used to attend regularly are 
hindered by extreme poverty. 


Sr, Any’s Bax, } 
Ocuo Rios, 
Cotitart Grove, \ 


B. Mituarp, Pastor. 


At each of these stations the means of 
grace are regularly administered by the 
pastor, aided by the teachers and deacons. 
The congregations generally are good. The 
deacons’ and leaders’ praver-meetings have 
been punctually attended to, both on the 
week and sabbath days. The penitent class 
at Ocho Rios has received much attention 
from the deacons and each of the churches. 
Several who have repented of their sin and 
turned to God have been restored. During 
the prevalence of small-pox many were 
called to another world, and by their dying 
testimony of love to God and dependence on 
the atonement of Christ, greatly cheered the 
hearts of the pastor and officers of the 
churches. Though, from a variety of causes, 
no additions have been made to the church by 
baptism, several candidates are expecting 
ere long, publicly to put on the Lord Jesus. 
Whilst, however, there is much over which to 
rejoice, those who love the Redeemer most 
haye to mourn over the carelessness of some, 
and the deadness of heart which in too many 
cases is manifested by those who have been 
greatly afflicted. 


Sr, Ann’s. 
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HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


At the close of the month of July, a 
series of very interesting and effective 
meetings were held in Birmingham, at 
which the Hon, and Rev. B. W. Nout 
and the Rev. G. Pzarcn, aided by 
our esteemed brethren on the spot, 
advocated the claims of the heathen on 
a Christian’s sympathies and prayers. 
Mr. Pearce has also visited North Devon, 
and is at present engaged in the Hast 
Riding of Yorkshire. The Rev. FP. 
TrestRait has traversed the districts of 
Cornwall on behalf of the society, with 
many encouraging tokens of the divine 
blessing. The Rev. H. Capmrn and Mr. 
Unpiruint, the senior treasurer 0oc- 
cupying the chair, have also endeavoured 
to foster the missionary spirit at Regent 
Street, Lambeth. 

From various parts of the country we 
are cheered by the kind assurances of 


friends, and by the efforts being made 
to re-organize auxiliaries, or to form 
them where hitherto they have not 
existed. The chief element of success, 
it should be borne in mind, is personal 
effort, and no organization ought to be 
regarded as complete that does not 
endeavour to reach every individual in 
our churches and congregations. 

As in the two ensuing months mis- 
sionary meetings will be very numerous, 
we would urge on our friends to present 
frequently the subject of missions, and 
of those of our own society in particular, 
at the throne of grace. It would 
rejoice us to hear, and add incalculably 
to the value and interest of missionary 
meetings, if in every case a special 
prayer-meeting were previously held to 
implore the divine blessing upon the 
occasion. 


NOTICE. 


The Annual Report of the Society is now ready, and will be supplied to subscribers on 


application at the Mission House 
suggestions for its transmission, 


or to the officers of local and district auxiliaries, Any 
free of cost, or in the most economical way, will he 


gratefully received by the Secretaries at the Mission House. 


The following papers on the proposed 
schemé for twenty additional mission- 
aries for India, have been prepared, and 
may be had in any required quantity on 
application to the Secretaries. 

1. Appeal for twenty more mission- 

aries for India. 

2. Notes of missionary operations in 

Northern India. 

3 Suggestions for raising funds to 

send out and maintain twenty 


additional missionaries in In- 
dia. 

4, Statistics of missionary operations 
in Bengal and the North West 
Provinces of India. 

The first two of these papers are 
calculated for general and wide distribu- 
tion, and should be placed in the hands 
of every subscriber, or individual it may 
be desirable to interest in our great 
work. 


FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED. 


A FRIGA( sureesacs CAMEROONS 5. 04, doonsuceroay Dakers A wecescses May 24, 
CUARRNOE sci. sps.esneneee ree Saker, A.......006 April 14, June 24. 

AMERICA s\.saeves New sZionkohvak eettnnte Colgate, W....... July 26. 

ASIA eoere WH ASAGRAR Pee cee rereor one sve Jackson, J. evcece June 13 


Makepeace, J...June 10. 
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p OARISAT I Boo sccne cose ..bage, J, C...5.,.May 31. 
Sale} J..cctneeedune 16 
BENARES ......... ervassesessetLeinigur dl. 4... WHO 2: 
BoMBAY.......... soesrereveee. Cassidy, H. P,,.No date, received Aug. 5 
Caticurras......... wes Lhomas, J... ...duly 2. 
CAWNPORE....,.........2.0+... Williams, R.. ...June’10, 
POLOMB DS acaoceaccasewasesee Allen, lc ctap.sssd nese 
WAG GAN As: Sree cosscannaisaccsar DOM; Lee seqeeeeee May 31, June 24. 
Robinson, W. ...June 28. 
SERAMPOREL.....se00e08 oe. Lrafford, J. ......dune 30. 
BAHAMAS 5. sips INABSAUl,-c-5-sayaccccess tees. he0Tee, J. S......Jduly 5, 
HASTE SidebecceVAGMEL -.........ssthesates..00 Webley, W. H..,July a6: 
JAMAICA ,.......,BETHSALEM (\..08s00800e07 .-Sibley, C..........August 1. 
FALMOUTH........... paetase ...Henderson, J. E.July 14. 
WINGSTON \.eceseen tecersectess OURE, Grsstarcnd Uly 11. 
Mount Camby ............... Hewett, H.........duly 6, 
PROVIDENCE..................Claydon, W......July 7. 
Saurers’ HI ............... Dendy, W...:.....July 21, 
Savanna-La-Mar .........Clarke, J. 4.22... July 11, 
Hutchins, M...... July 7. 
SpanisH TOWN «............Phillippo, J. M,.July 26. . 
Sr. Domineo...Purrto Piara ... ... Rycroft, W, K..June 10, July 8 : 
PIMETIN IDA So oe case cednantceberecios ones steeesve tes Procter, D. ...,July 19. 
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Mr. J. B. Job, Truro, for a barrel and a case of provisions, for Haiti ; 
A Friend, for a parcel of books, for Rev. J. Davis, Ceylon; 
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Rey. W. Norton, Egham, for 500 copies of Gospel of Matthew in Spanish, for Boe WwW. 
K. Rycroft, and 250 copies for Rev. J. Law. 
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Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from July 21 
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sad 
Annual Subscriptions. 
Bellamy, Mr. G. .......- 2) L100"0 
Chandler, Mr. J. 20-90 
Hoby, Rev. Dr.... B oO 
Hassall, Mrs... LY 2 
Donations. 
A Friend to Missions... 1 0 0 
Min lomindacnasshe vets sverx<savs 5 0 0 
Buxton, Sir E. NL Bart. 25 0 0 
Educational Committee 
of Society of Friends, 
for Haiti Schools ...... 20 0 


H. B. eee. LO 
Hoby, Rev. Dr., ;forlndia 10 0 
Peto, S. M., Esq., M.P., 

for Jamaica ‘Tnstitu- 

DROW versecorereseervenssnieny 0 


ooo 


& 8. d. 
Legacies. 
Menzies, Mr. Robert, 
late of Dumfries (less 
EXPEDSES) .....-creeeenss 43 18 0 
Waghorne, Mr, C., late 
of Maidstone, by Mr. 
James Waghorne etaae 107 10> 0) 
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by Rey. J. Acworth, 
LL.D......ccccssvoessveevee 90 0 0 


LonDON AND MIDDLESEX 
AUXILIARIES, 


Bloomshury, on account 75 15 0 
Camberwell— 
Contributions, 
India 
Cromer Street— 
Sunday School, by Y. 
M. M. A., for Bia- 
gam ‘School, Ceylon 610 0 


for 
LoS 0 


Devonshire Square— 
Contributions, Sun- 
day School, by Y. 
M. M. A., for 
SCHOOLS cvivstectseives 3 


Hammersmith — 


Contributions, 
terly 


o 
c— 


quar- 


Islington, Cross Street— 
Contributions 


John Street— 
Bible Class, for Deime- 
tagoda School, Ceylon 


cr 


eeneeneee 


410 0 


——-- 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


Luton, Old Meeting — 
Contributions, quar- 
CETly wenrrecreenere © OO 


600 
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BERKSHIRE. 
Abingdon— 
Contributions, for 
TNO Taasssasatvor scons 12° 0° 0 
Reading— 
Contributions, on ac- 
COUNE Veveseve iiwahescert Wey kG, 9) 
BucKINGHAMSHIRE, 
Amersham— 
Collection ....... Beri: 9411 5 
Contributions .. 4718 0 
Do., Sunday School 117 0 
(26 5: 
Less expenses ..... 019 2 
Tiplen(e ec) 
Speen— 
Collection veyeccsccccssee 41, Old 
Contributions 


Do., Sunday School 90 59 


DERBYSHIRE. 
SaGecwces scAaSan 2m ON e0 
Do., for ‘Jamaica In- 
stitution . ae * Onl) 
DuRHAM. 
Sunderland— 
Contributions, balance | 
for 1852-3 ........... 4-1 6 
Essex. 
Langham— 
Contributions .........27 5 6 
Donation .....04 Seater: 50> 05 0 
Sampford, Old— 
Contributions ....... soa WO 
HAMPSHIRE. 
Andover— 
Baker, James, Esq,, 
for Patie. - sncsssrsenes isp fh 40) 
Emsworth— 
Sunday School Teach- 
Cr, fON ING, sevesvass 0 


“I 
for) 


Sass 


KENT. 


Dover— 
Contributions, Ladies’ 
Auxiliary, for Haiti 


Chapel... Acree Ont Reena 


Faversham— 
Contributions 


LANCASHIRE. 


Rochdale— 
Kelsall, Henry, Esq., 


for Outfit of Mis- 
sionaries to India...100 0 0 
Do., for Jamaica 
SChOOlS sssecceserscass 0 
NorTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
Bugbrook— 
Contributions .......+ 619 0} 
Less expenses ...... OT Teo: 
612 0 
Clipstone— 
Collection ..... 0 
Contributions . 5 
Northampton, College Street— 
Collection ...c..cccsesss - 201850 
Contributions ......... 4810 7 
Do., Sunday School, 
Nelson Street 5 9 
Do., do., Compton 
Street sc... .ceeewes 010.4 
Do., Bible Classes 819 4 
81 4 0 
Less expenses ..... 1 4 0 
80 0 0 
OXFORDSHIRE. 
Bicester— 
Contributions ..,...... i 0 
SoMERSETSHIRE. - 
Bristol, on account, by 
G.H. Leonard, Esq,..275 0 0 
STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Burton on Trent— S 
Contributions .........5 1.10 0 
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STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Coseley— 
Collection at Public 
Meeting .....-....+- a tas) 
Darkehouse » Chapel— 
Collection ............ 413 0 
Contributions ...... 2:32) 70 
Do., Sunday School, 
boys’ box... eae) Se OS 
Providence Chapel— 
Collections.......« AAR jee Oe 
Contributions ...... VG 
Willenhall, Gomer Street— : 
Collection -s.....sceecce- 2 910 
Contributions, by 
DOXES ..cececeses-eo: pose O clues 
27 39 8. 
Less expenses «....- LS SS 
26 4 6 
WARWICKSHIRE. 
Coventry— — 
Collections...... Raearces DB wile 
Contributions, Juve- 
THBIO sss cosccescawsaneasas 3114 0 
Subscriptions ........ 62 9 6 
1066: 
Less expenses... 113 0 
105 32g 
Birmingham, on account, 
by Mr. J. H. Hop- 
INS Lc dsadeccsnsnvencsce 9 3 
Bond Street— 
Contributions *...... 3 3 0 
Do., for India ... 1 0 0 
YorRKSHIRE. 
Salendine Nook— 
Contributions ........ 110 0 
SOUTH WALES. 
PEMBROKESHIRE— 
PEMBROKESHIRE ASS0- 
ciation, by Rev. E. 
"THOMAS: son seccatnevesaves 816 0 
SCOTLAND. 
Bunessan— 


Contribution. Gasse  LeGee 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully 
received by William Brodie Gurney, Esq., and Samuel Morton Peto, Esq., M.P., Treasurers; 
by the Rev. Frederick Trestrail and Edward Bean Underhill, Esq., Secretaries, at the 


Mission House, 


33, Moorgate Street, Lonpon: in Eprnsunau, by the Rev. Jonathan 


Watson, and John Macandrew, Esq.; in G@uascow, by C. Anderson, Esq.; in Dusirn, by 
J ohn Purser, Esq., Rathmines Castle; in Canourra, by the Rey. James Thomas, Baptist 
Mission Press; and at New Yorx, United States, by W. Colgate, Esq. Contributions can 
also be paid in at Messrs, Barclay, Bevan, Tritton, and Co., Lombard Street, to the account 


of the Treasurers. 


J. HADDON AND gow, “PRINTERS, CASTER STREET, FINSBURY. 


